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uWALKING ON WATER'' 

MATTHEW 14:22-33 

IN THE SERMONSJ DURING THIS SEASON OF LENT1 

WE WILL BE LOOKING AT SOME OF THE MIRACLE 

STORIES FROM THE LIFE OF JESUS, WE WILL BE 

ASKING SUCH QUESTIONS AS: WHY WERE THESE 

STORIES REMEMBERED BY THE EARLY CHURCH? AND 

WHAT DO THEY HAVE TO SAY TO US IN OUR TIME? 

LET'S NOW LOOK AT THE STORY OF JESUS' WALKI�IG 

ON THE WATER. 

HAD BEEN WITH A LARGE CROWD ALL DAY JESUS 

LONG, 

ABOUT 

THE BIBLE TELLS US THAT THERE HAD BEEN 

5 ) 000 PERSONS. HE HAD BEEN TEACHING 

THEM AND HEALING SOME WHO WERE SICK, IT HAD 

BEEN ON THIS SAME DAY THAT THE FEEDING OF 

THE 5 1 000 HAD TAKEN PLACE .. So WHEN EVENING 

CAME 1 JESUS WAS WORN OUT PHYSICALLY AND 

MENTALLY. 

WE KNOW HOW IT IS WHEN WE'VE.BEEN WITH A LARGE 

CROWD ALL DAY 1 PARTICULARLY WHEN ONE HAS BEEN 

IN CHARGE OF 1 OR RESPONSIBLE FOR1 THE· GROUP, 

AT THE END OF .SUCH A DAY I WE NORMALLY WANT 

TO BE ALONE FOR A WHILE1 AWAY FROM PEOPLE, 

JESUS WAS NO DIFFERENT IN THIS RESPECT, Now 

THAT THE DAY WAS OVER J HE DISMISSED THE CROWD. 

THEN HE ASKED HIS DISCIPLES TO TAKE THE BOAT 
• 

OUT ON TO THE LAKEJ AND HE WENT ALONE INTO 

THE HILLS TO PRAY. HE KNEW WHEN HE HAD TO 

BE ALONE. 



2 

THIS WAS THE USUAL PATTERN FOR JESUS. OFTEN 

IN THE EVENING HE WENT AWAY ALONE IN THE HILLS 

OR TO SOME OTHER QUIET SPOT TO PRAY AND TO 

REST -- TO REGAIN HIS PHYSICAL AND HIS SPIRITUAL 

STRENGTH. HE KNEW THAT SOME OF THE RICHEST 

THINGS IN LIFE COME ONLY WHEN THE CROWD IS 

GONE FOR A TIME 1 WHEN CROWD PRESSURES AND 

CROWD THINKING ARE .LEFT BEHIND 1 AND WE CAN 

CONFRONT OURSELVES AND BE MORE AWARE OF Gan's 

PRESENCE. 

SOME OF US, HOWEVER, DON'T LIKE TO BE ALONE -­

AT LEAST NOT FOR VERY LONG. WE CAN'T STAND 

TOO MUCH SILENCE AND QUIET. To BE ALONE MEANS 

NOT ONLY TO BE AWAY FROM PEOPL� 1 BUT ALSO 

FROM ALL DISTRACTIONS: AWAY FROM THE RADI0 1 

TELEVISION 1 AND OTHER VOICES, IT IS WHEN 

WE ARE SOMETIMES COMPLETELY ALONE THAT WE 

HAVE TO FACE OURSELVES1 AND1 HAVING DONE THAT1 

WE CAN BE MORE AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCEJ WHI-CH 

WE OTHERWISE TEND TO IGNORE. OUR LIVES NEED 

THIS CHANGE OF PACE. ONE INDIVIDUAL CALLS 

THIS KIND OF RHYTHM THE uOUTSTROKE OF ACTIVITY 

ALTERNATED WITH THE BACKSTROKE OF RENEWAL," 

AND NEITHER IS COMPLETE WITHOUT THE OTHER. 

So 1 IN ITS BASIC STRUCTURE1 THIS STORY ALREADY 

TELLS US SOMETHING: THAT THERE COME TIMES 

WHEN WE HAVE TO LEAVE THE CROWD IN ORDER TO 

BE ALONE WITH OURSELVES AND GoD. WE LEAVE 

IN ORDER TO RETURN1 

WHILE JESUS WAS ALONE IN THE HILLS ABOVE THE 

LAKE 1 HIS DISCIPLES WERE IN A BOAT ON THE 
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LAKE. PERHAPS THEY WERE FISHING WHILE JESUS 

PRAYED, OR MAYBE JUST RELAXING, WHILE ON 

THE LAKE J THE WIND CAME UP AND THE WAVES GREW 

VERY LARGE. THE BOAT WAS A GOOD DISTANCE 

FROM THE SHORE. JESUS MUST'VE SENSEDJ OR 

PERHAPS HE SAWJ WHAT WAS HAPPENING F-ROM THE 

HILLS, AT ANY RATE J HE CAME TO THE DISCIPLES 

IN THE MIDST OF THEIR FEAR AND DISTRESS, HE 

CAME TO THEM WALKING ACROSS THE WATER. WHEN 

THE DISCIPLES SAW HIM COMING TOWARD THEMJ 

THEY WERE SURPRISED AND AFRAIDJ BUT ONCE JESUS 

SPOKE TO THEM J HE CALMED THEIR FEARS, 

PETERJ HOWEVERJ WHO WAS ALWAYS THE IMPULS.IVE 

DISCIPLE, ASKED JESUS IF IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE 

FOR HIM TO ALSO WALK ON THE WATER. JESUS 

TOLD HIM TO COME AHEAD.. So PETER BEGAN TO 

WALK, BUT AFTER A BIT HE THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT 

HE WAS DOING AND THEN LOOKED DOWN AT THE WATER 

AND BEGAN TO SINK INTO ITJ SO HE CRIED OUTJ 

uLORD, SAVE ME! n JESUS REACHED OUT HIS HAND 

AND PULLED HIM OUT OF THE WATER, AND THEY 

GOT INTO THE BOAT. THE STORM SUBSIDED, AND 

THEY ALL WENT BACK TO SHORE, 

STORIES- SUCH AS THIS ONE WERE REMEMBERED BY 

THE DISCIPLES AND THEN THE EARLY CHURCH, NOT 

ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES, 

B�T ALSO BECAUSE OF WHAT SUCH STORIES TEACH. 

STORIES ARE USUALLY THE BEST WAY FOR US TO 

REMEMBER BASIC TRUTHS. 

LET'S LOOK AT THIS STORY WITH THIS IN MIND 

AND ATTEMPT TO DISCOVER SOME OF THE DEEPER 



MEANINGS I THEN WE I LL U�JDE.RSTAND WHY IT WAS 

REMEMBERED AND WHY IT MEANT SO MUCH TO HAVE 

IT TOLD OVER AND OVER AGAIN. 

1. NOTE FIRST THAT THE STORY ILLUSTRATES 

IN A CONCRETE WAY HUMAN DISTRESS. THE GOSPEL 

OF MATTHEW SAYS THAT nTHE ·WIND WAS AGAINST 

THE DISCIPLES. n THE WIND CAME UP AGAINST 

THEM J AND NOT WHEN THEY HAD EMBARKED ON SOME 

FOOLISH ENTERPRISE OF THEIR OWN CHOICEJ BUT 

IN THE "LINE OF DUTY," THEY WERE DOING WHAT 
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JESUS HAD ASKED THEM TO DO. THEY WERE FOLLOWING 

HIS INSTRUCTIONSJ BUT "THE WIND WAS AGAINST 

THEM. '' 

THINK ABOUT IT FOR A MOMENT. ISN'T THIS THE 

WAY WITH ALL OF OUR LIVES? SOME OF THE WORST 

STORMS J SOME OF THE BIGGEST OBSTACLESJ SOME 

OF OUR GREATEST TROUBLES SEEM TO COME TO US 

WHEN WE ARE DOING WHAT WE ARE SUPPOSED TO 

BE DOING. AN INDIVIDUAL IS FAITHFULLY CARRYING 

OUT HIS JOBJ AND ALL OF A SUDDEN TROUBLE COMESJ 

AND THE TROUBLE IS NOT OF HIS OR HER OWN MAKING, 

THE WIND IS AGAINST US. SUCH STORMS COME 

INTO THE LIVES OF THE RIGHTEOUSJ AS WELL . AS 

THE WICKED. "Goo MAKES HIS RAIN TO FALL UPON 

THE JUST AND THE UNJUST." WE'RE DOING WHAT 

WE THINK IS RIGHTJ AND ALL OF A SUDDEN 

EVERYTHING GOES WRONG, MANY PEOPLE INVOLVED 

IN THE COMMONWEALTH FAILURE MUST'VE FELT THIS 

WAY. 

LIKE THE DISCIPLES IN THE STORYJ OUR LITTLE 

BOAT SEEMS SO SMALL1 AND THE SEA OF LIFE SEEMS 
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SO WIDE AND UNPREDICTABLE IN COMPARISON J AND 

WHEN THE WIND RISES AND THE WAVES GROW AND 

THE BOAT ROCKSJ WE FEEL QUITE HELPLESS AND 

AT THE MERCY OF THE FORCES AROUND US, WE'VE 

ALL HAD THAT EXPERIENCE, THIS STORY-DESCRIBES 

LIFE AS WE KNOW IT, 

2i BUT NOTE SECONDLYJ THE STORY GOES ON TO 

SHOW HOW CHRIST J GOD IN THE FLESHJ OFTEN COMES 

TO us WHEN THE LIMITS OF OUR HUMAN REsou:RcES 

HAVE BEEN REACHED AND PASSED -- WHEN WE KNOW 

THAT THERE IS NOTHING MORE WE CAN DO, IN 

FACTJ THIS IS THE STORY OF. THE CHRISTIAN 

FAITH. Goo CAME TO us IN CHRIST BECAUSE THE 

LIMITS OF HUMAN RESOURCES HAD BEEN REACHED, 

WE HUMAN BEINGS COULD NOT SAVE OURSELVES ON­

OUR OWN POWER. WE CAN ONLY GO SO FAR WITHOUT 

GOD, GOD IS ALWAYS NEEDED IF OUR LIVES ARE . 

TO BE COMPLETE AND MEANINGFUL. 

IT WAS· REPORTED THAT WHEN KING TUT'S TOMB 

WAS OPENED MANY YEARS AGOJ SOME WHEAT WAS 

DISCOVERED THAT HAD BEEN THERE IN THE DRY 

DARKNESS FOR. MORE THAN 4J OOO YEARS. WHEN 

IT WAS BROUGHT OUT AND PLANTEDJ IT GREW AND 

MULTIPLIED, ALL IT NEEDED WAS TO GET INTO 

THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH THE EARTH AND 

THE SUN. 

IN THE SAME WAY AS THAT WHEAT WAS LIMITED 

IN WHAT IT COULD DO UNTIL IT GOT INTO THE 

RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH THE EARTH AND THE 

SUNJ SO ALSO ARE WE HUMAN BEINGS LIMITED UNTIL 

WE GET INTO THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH Gon 
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AND WITH OTHERS. 

HUMAN . RESOURCES. 

THERE ARE LIMITS TO OUR 

IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS WE 

CANNOT SAVE OURSELVES ON OUR OWN POWER. 

SOMETIMES J HOWEVER J WE DO NOT REALIZE THIS 

FACT UNTILJ LIKE THE DISCIPLES J WE FIND 

OURSELVES ADRIFT) WITH THE WIND AGAINST US 
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AND THE WAVES HIGH J IN THE MIDDLE OF A STORM. 

THEN WE MAY COME TO THE REALIZATION THAT WE 

ARE HELPLESS WITHOUT Gon. OFTENTIMES IT TAKES 

A VERY PAINFUL AND GRAPHIC EXPERIENCE TO TEACH 

US THIS TRUTH J AND, EVEN THENJ SOME OF US 

DO NOT LEARN OR DO NOT REMEMBER WHAT WE HAVE 

LEARNED, 

MOST OF US HAVE READ OR HEARD OR PERHAPS HAVE 

SEEN THE MOVIE OF THE STORY. OF THE SINKING 

OF THE TITANIC MANY YEARS AGO. IN THAT 

SITUATION J MANY INDIVIDUALS BELIEVED THAT 

THEY HAD BUI.LT THE UNSINKABLE SHIPJ THAT 

NOTH I NG COULD POSSIBLY HURT THEM. THAT SH.IP 

WAS A UNIQUE SYMBOL OF OU.R EXTREME PR.IDE, 

THUS WE ARE TOLD THAT THE BAND KEPT PLAYING 

AS THE SHIP SANK J NOT NECESSARILY OUT OF 

BRAVERY J BUT BECAUSE THEY SIMPLY COULD NOT 

BELIEVE THAT THE SHIP WOULD SINK, THE CREW 

AT FIRST HAD DIFFICULTY IN CONVINCING THE 

PASSENGERS THAT THE SHIP WAS DOOMED, 

HOWEVER, THE STORY WE ARE LOOKING AT THIS 

MORNING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT REMINDS US 

THAT EVEN THE PEOPLE WHO KNEW GOD BEST AND 

MOST INTIMATELY HAVE THE "WIND AGAINST THEMn 

AT TIMES AND THAT WE ARE N OT SELF-SUFFICIENT. 



BUT THE BIBLE· STORY GOES FURTHER AND ALSO 

REMINDS US THAT GOD COMES TO Ut IN THESE 

STORMS OF LIFE, 
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AND EVEN MORE THAN THAT, THIS STORY OF JESUS 

WALKING ON WATER GOES ON TO SAY THAT GOD COMES 

TO US BEYOND OUR HOPE, EVEN THOUGH THE DISCIPLES 

WERE NO DOUBT AFRAID IN THEIR LITTLE BOATJ 

THEY DID NOT EXPECT JESUS AT THIS POINT. How 

COULD HE GET TO THEM? THEY HAD THE ONLY BOAT! 

BUT GOD CAN DO WHAT WE CANNOT DO, THE STORMS 

OF LIFE CAN NEYER STOP GOD FROM GETTING TO 

us. 

THERE IS YET OTHER SYMBOLI-SM INVOLVED I�J THIS 

STORY, ALTHOUGH WATER IS N ·EcESSARY FOR OUR 

LIVES, TO ANCIENT PEOPLE -- INCLUDING THE 

HEBREWS -- THE RAGING, UNRULY WATERS OF A 

LAKE OR OCEAN SYMBOLIZED POWERS WHICH ARE 

OPPOSED TO GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY. SUCH WATER 

WAS SEEN AS AN INSTRUMENT OF DESTRUCTION AND 

CHAOS, THIS SYMBOLISM GOES ALL THE WAY BACK 

TO THE STORY OF THE FLOOD IN NOAH'S TIME, 

ALSO IN THE OLD TESTAMENTJ THE NEARNESS OF 

DEATH, THE EVENT WHICH COULD SEPARATE AN 

INDIVIDUAL FROM GOD, IS SOMETIMES DESCRIBED 

AS A DESCENT INTO THE WATERS OF THE DEEP, 

So JESUS WALKING ACROSS THE WATERS AND THE 

FACT THAT, AFTER HE GOT INTO THE- BOAT, THE 

LAKE BECAME CALM AGAINJ CERTAINLY REMINDED 

THE DISCIPLE S OF GOD'S POWER WHICH EVEN  RULED 

THE WIND AND THE WAVES. 
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3. AT FIRSTJ SEEING JESUS WALKING ON THE 

WATERJ THE DISCIPLES WERE AFRAIDJ . BUT THEN 

JESUS SPOKE TO THEM: uTAKE HEART; IT IS  I. 

HAVE NO FEAR! n EVIDENTLY THE DISCIPLES WEREN'T 

SURE OF WHAT THEY WERE SEEING COMING ACROSS 

THE WATERS UNTIL JESUS SPOKE. WE ALL KNOW 

HOW REASSURING SOMEONE'S WORDS CAN BE1 

PARTICULARLY WORDS THAT IDENTIFY A FRIEND. 

BIBLE SCHOLARS TELL US THAT THIS PARTICULAR 

STORY HAD SPECIAL MEANING FOR THE EARLY CHURCH1 

PARTICULARLY DURING THE TIMES OF THE GREATEST 

PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS. THEY WOULD RECALL 

THIS STORY AND REMEMBER HOW JESUS HAD POWER 

OVER A.LL CREATIONJ HOW HE HAD POWER TO OVERCOME 

EVIL AND HOW HE WAS WITH THEM IN THE MIDST 

OF THEIR DISTRESS. No STORM COULD STOP .HIS 

COM I NG TO THEMJ 'NOT EVEN THE RAG I NG WATERS. 

THE MARTYRS WOULD HEAR THE WORDS AGAIN: nTAKE 

HEART; .IT IS I. HAVE NO FEAR!
11 

THESE ARE REASSURING WORDS TO ALL OF US WHO 

ARE IN THE MIDST OF THE STORMS OF LIFEJ THOSE 

OF US WHO FEEL THE WIND IS AGAINST USJ AND 

THOSE WHO FEEL ALONE AND AS IF WE ARE IN THE 

MIDST OF A RAGING SEA. JESUS SAYSJ AS HE. 

COMES WALKING ACROSS THE WATER TO MEET USJ 

"TAKE HEART; IT IS I. HAVE NO FEAR! n 

WHEN PETER HEARD THESE WORDS) HE WANTED TO 

WALK TO MEET JESUSJ AND JESUS TOLD HIM TO 

COME AHEAD. BUTJ LIKE SO MANY OF USJ PETER 

WAS BOTH COURAGEOUS AND AT THE SAME TIME 

UNTRUSTING. EVEN THOUGH HE STEPPED OUT OF 

• 
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THE BOAT ONTO THE WATER AND BEGAN TO WALK; 

EVEN THOUGH HIS FAITH WAS STRONG AS HE BEGAN) 

AND IT REMAINED STRONG AS HE KEPT HIS EYES 

STRAIGHT AHEAD ON JESUS J HE MADE THE MISTAKE 

OF LOOKING DOWN J AND ONCE HE SAW THE WAVES 

AND FELT THE WIND) HIS FAITH FALTERED. HE 

BECAME AFRAID. HE REALIZED WHAT HE WAS DOING: 

WALKING ON WATER. AND AS SOON AS THIS HAPPENED) 

HE BEGAN TO SINK. 

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS TO MANY OF US, SOMETIMES 

IN THE STORMS op LIFE) WHEN OUR FAITH IS STRONG J 

WE CAN WALK ON WATER; WE CAN BE ON TOP OF 

THE CRISIS; AND WE FIND OURSELVES DOING ALL 

SORTS OF THINGS THAT WE WOULD' VE NEVER THOUGHT 

WE COULD DO. Bur THEN) IF WE STOP IN THE 

MIDDLE OF WHAT WE'RE DOING AND BEGIN TO WORRYJ 

IF WE STOP AND THINK OF ALL THE DIFFICULTIES 

AND PROBLEMS AND HOW MUCH THERE IS YET TO 

BE DONE -- IN OTHER WORDS) IF WE BEGIN TO 

LOOK DOWN AND TO FEEL SORRY FOR OURSELVES -­

THEN WE MAY VERY WELL BEGIN TO FALTER AND 

EVEN SINK. 

I'M TOLD THAT IN THE DAYS OF THE SAILING 

VESSELS) WHEN A NEW HAND CLIMBED THE NARROW 

ROPE LADDER TO THE CROW'S NEST) THE OLD HANDS 

WOULD SHOUT) llLOOK UP! LOOK UP! ll IF THE 

LAD LOOKED DOWNJ HE MIGHT VERY WELL BECOME 

DIZZY AND FALL, 

So THE STORY OF WALKING ON WATER IS REALLY 

NOT VERY FAR. REMOVED FROM THE EVERYDAY LIFE 

oF ALL oF us, Goo sr I LL coMEs ro. us 1 �-I THE 
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MIDST OF THE STORMS OF LIFE. No STORMJ NO 

WAVES J NOTHING IN THE WORLD CAN HOLD GOD BACK. 

WE CAN STILL HEAR THE COMFORTING WORDS J nTAKE 

HEART; IT IS I. HAVE NO FEAR!'' AMEN .• 


