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SUNDAY J FEBRUARY 5 J 1984 

THE COVER OF THE JANUARY 9 ) 1984 ) EDITION 

OF T.IME 'MAGAZINE HAD ON IT A PICTURE OF 

POPE JOHN PAUL II CLASPING THE HAND OF THE 

MAN WHO HAD TRIED TO KILL HIM. IT WAS THE 

SAME HAND THAT HAD HELD THE GUN ON MAY 13) 

1981, ALSO ON THE COVER OF THAT ISSUE OF 

TIME MAGAZINE WERE THE WORDS PRINTED IN 
BOLD TYPEJ "WHY FORGIVE?" AND THE "COVER 

STORYn WAS ON THE SUBJECT OF FORGIVENESS. 

WHAT PROMPTED THE STORY IN THE MAGAZINE 

WAS THE VISIT OF THE POPE TO THE PRISON 

CELL OF HIS WOULD-BE ASSASSIN, MEHMET ALI 

AGCA, ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS) FOR 21 

MINUTES THE POPE SAT WITH THE MAN WHO TRIED 

TO KILL HIM J HELD HIS HANDJ AND THE TWO 

TALKED SOFTLY TOGETHER. IN THAT CONVERSATION ) 

THE POPE PERSONALLY FORGAVE HIM FOR THE 

SHOOTING, IT WAS A STARTLING DRAMA OF 

FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION. 

As TIME MAGAZINE POINTED OUT1 THE MEANING 

OF JOHN PAUL'S FORGIVENESS WAS PROFOUNDLY 

CHRISTIAN. HE EMBRACED HIS ENEMY AND FORGAVE 

HIM. IN FACT1 ALL DURING THE PAST YEAR1 

THE 1J950TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHRIST'S DEATH) 

JOHN PAUL HAS PREACHED THE THEME OF 
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RECONCILIATION. IN ONE OF HIS SERMONS HE 

SAID J nVIOLENCE IS EVIL, VIOLENCE IS 

UNACCEPTABLE AS A SOLUTION TO PROBLEMS, 

VIOLENCE IS UNWORTHY OF HUMAN BEINGS, 

VIOLENCE IS A LIEJ FOR IT GOES AGAINST THE 

TRUTH OF OUR FAITHJ THE TRUTH OF OUR 

HUMAN I TY I '' 

THIS MORNING LET'S LOOK ONCE AGAIN AT 

FORGIVENESS AND ASK J nWHY NOT FORGIVE?u 

BECAUSE THERE IS SO MUCH VIOLENCEJ SO· MUCH 

HURT IN HUMAN LIFEJ SO MANY GRUDGESJ SO 

MUCH RESENTMENT BETWEEN HUMAN BEINGSJ SO 

MANY FEUDSJ FORGIVENESS IS AN ISSUE THAT 

MUST BE LOOKED AT AGAIN AND AGAIN. AND 

THOSE OF US WHO CALL OURSELVES CHRISTIANS 

NEED TO REMEMBER THAT FORGIVENESS IS AT 

THE CENTER OF OUR FAITHi 

NOT ALL STORIES OF FORGIVENESS OR LACK OF 

IT MAKE THE HEADLINES) BUT ALMOST EVERY 

DAY THERE IS SOME KIND·OF STORY ABOUT IT. 

LAST WEEKJ FOR EXAMPLE) I CAME ACROSS A 

STORY IN THE DAILY PAPER ABOUT TWO BROTHERS) 

CLARENCE AND CHARLES ATTONJ WHO HAD FEUDED 

BITTERLY FOR 25 YEARS, THEY SCARCELY SPOKE 

AND WOULDN'T EVEN ENTER A HOSPITAL ROOM 

TOGETHER AS THEIR MOTHER LAY DYING. 

THE STORY NOTED THAT THE FEUD ENDED THIS 

WEEKJ BUT NOT WITH FORGIVENESS, IT ENDED 

WHEN BOTH BROTHERS DIED -- AT THE SAME 

HOSPITAL) LESS THAN TWO HOURS APARTJ BOTH 

OF CARDIAC ARREST, CLARENCE WAS 61. CHARLES 

WAS 56. 



THEIR WIVES TOLD THE BOSTON GLOBE THAT 

CHARLES, KNOWN AS 0BUDDY," AND CLARENCE, 

KNOWN AS "LANCE,u GREW UP IN A LARGE FAMILY 

IN SOMERVILLE) A BLUE-COLLAR CITY JUST WEST 

OF BOSTON, THEY LIVED WITHIN 20 MILES OF 

EACH OTHER IN THE BOSTON AREA THE REST OF 

THEIR LIVES, BUT A QUARTER CENTURY AGOJ 

WHEN BOTH MEN WERE IN THEIR 20'SJ SOMETHING 

CAME ·BETWEEN THEM, THE SURVIVORS WERE 

· RELUCTANT TO ·EXPLAIN THE SOURCE OF THE 

FEUD, MAUREEN ATTON, LANCE;S WIFE, SAID, 

"IT WAS SO PERSONAL -- IT HAD TO DO WITH 

OUR CHILDREN -- AND IT WAS SO DIFFICULT 

TO OVERCOME I // 

IN THE LAST 10 YEARS, ACCORDING TO THEIR 

WIVES, THE BROTHERS SPOKE ONLY TWICE: ONCE 

WH-EN THEIR MOTHER DI ED AND AGAIN WHEN A 

SISTER DIED, 

THE SAD PART ABOUT suc·H FEUDS Is THAT THEY 

ALWAYS AFFECT MANY OTHERS IN ADDITION TO 

THE TWO WHO WOULD NOT FORGIVE, ONE OF THE 

BROTHERS HAD SEVEN CHILDREN; THE OTHER HAD 

THREE, THE STRESS OF THAT UNENDING FEUD 

HAD TO AFFECT ALL OF THEM J IN ADDITION TO 

THE TWO WIVES. WHY NOT FORGIVE? WHAT WAS 

GAINED BY CONTINUING THE FEUD? NOTHING 

WAS GAINED, BUT A LOT WAS LOST. 

LAST WEEK A LETTER TO ANN LANDERS ILLUSTRATED 

THE PAIN OF BEING UNFORGIVING AND HOW THAT 

PAIN SPREADS TO OTHERS. A MOTHER WROTE: 

nDEAR ANN LANDERS: TEN YEARS AGO MY SON 
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STOPPED TALKING TO MY DAUGHTER. SHE DID 

SOMETHING HE DID NOT APPROVE OF. BOTH WERE 

ADULTS AT THE TIME. SHE WAS UNAWARE OF 

WHAT CAUSED HIS ANGER BECAUSE HE WOULDN'T 

DISCUSS IT. 

nASIDE FROM REFUSING TO SPEAK TO HER1 HE 

AVOIDED FAMILY FUNCTIONS TO WHICH SHE HAD 

BEEN INVITED. IF SHE HAPPENED TO DROP IN 

TO VISIT A RELATIVE AND HE WAS PRESENT1 

HE WOULD LEAVE IMMEDIATELY 1 MAKING NO EFFORT 

TO MASK HIS REASON FOR THE HASTY DEPARTURE, 

HE WENT SO FAR AS TO CHANGE CHURCHES TO 

AVOID RUNNING IN TO HER. SINCE THE 
ESTRANGEMENT) OUR FAMILY HAS BEEN UNABLE 

TO GET TOGETHER FOR BIRTHDAYS1 ANNIVERSARIES1 

OR HOLIDAYS. 

"Two YEARS AGO MY DAUGHTER DECIDED SHE HAD 

HAD ENOUGH OF HER BROTHER'S HATEFUL TREATMENT 

AND DECIDED TO CONFRONT HIM. SHE WANTED 

TO KNOW EXACTLY WHY HE WAS SO FURIOUS WITH 

HERJ HOPING TO TALK IT OUT AND RECONCILE, 

HE FLEW INTO A RAGE1 CURSED1 CAR.RI ED ON 

LIKE A MANIAC1 AND RAN OUT OF THE HOUSE1 

SLAMMING THE DOOR BEHIND HIM. 

"WE RECENTLY LEARNED OUR DAUGHTER HAS A 

TERMINAL ILLNESS, THE DOCTORS GIVE HER 

THREE MONTHS AT THE MOST. WHEN HER BROTHER 

HEARD THE NEWS) HE WENT IMMEDIATELY TO HIS 

SISTER'·s HOME1 APOLOGIZED FO.R HIS UNSPEAKABLE 

BEHAVIOR) -AND BEGGED TO BE FORGIVEN, SHE 

TOLD HIM HIS FRIENDSHIP WOULD HAVE MEANT 

A .GREAT DEAL TO HER DURING THE PAST 10 
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YEARS1 BUT SHE DOES NOT WANT HIM TO MAKE 

AMENDS BECAUSE HE PITIES HER, SHE FLATLY 

REFUSED TO ACCEPT HIS APOLOGIES AND ASKED 

THAT HE NOT HANG AROUND DURING THE LAST 

DAYS OF HER LIFE, THE FAMILY FEELS SHE 

SHOULD FORGIVE HIM1 OR HE WILL BE TORTURED 

BY GUILT FOREVER. PLEASE STRUGGLE WITH 

THIS ONE AND GIVE US YOUR ANSWER) ANN." 

ANN'S ANSWER WAS: "DEAR MOTHER: IT WAS 

NO STRUGGLE. I HAVE ALWAYS COME DOWN ON. 

THE SIDE OF FORGIVENESS AND RECOMMEND IT 

FOR EVERYBODY, I HOPE YOUR DAUGHTER WILL 

FORGIVE HER BROTHERJ NOT ONLY FOR HIS SAKE1 

BUT FOR HERS -- AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF 

THE FAMILY I 
ii 

UNFORGIVENESS IS A TRAGEDY. PETER ASKED 

JESUS1 "How OFTEN SHALL SOMEONE WRONG ME 

AND I FORGIVE HIM? As MANY AS SEVEN TIMES?n 

JESUS REPLIED, "I DO NOT SAY TO YOU SEVEN 

TIMES1 BUT 70 TIMES SEVEN,u HOW1 THEN1 

CAN WE BECOME MORE FORGIVING PERSONS? 

1. FIRST OF ALLJ LET US ADMIT THAT 

FORGIVENESS IS NOT ALWAYS EASY J EITHER TO 

GIVE OR RECEIVE, IT IS DIFFICULT BECAUSE1 

WHEN WE ARE HURT BY SOMEONE1 OUR INITIAL 

RESPONSE IS TO WANT TO RETALIATE1 TO RETURN 

HURT FOR HURT. THUS, WE MIGHT SAY, "I'LL 

NEVER FORGIVE HIM OR HER, " IT CAN BE OUR 

WAY OF WANTING TO PUNISH THE OTHER PERSON 

FO·R HURT I NG US, WE WANT ·To MAKE THE PERSON 

SUFFER BY OUR WITHHOLDING OF OUR FORGIVENESS, 
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OR WE WANT TO WAIT UNTIL THE PERSON IS 

PROPERLY REPENTANT. 

L POPE JOHN PAUL SAIDJ HOWEVERJ THAT HE HAD 

FORGIVEN HIS WOULD-BE ASSASSIN IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER THE SHOOTING. HE DIDN'T WAIT FOR 

REPENTANCE. THE VISIT TO THE PRISON MONTHS 

LATER WAS. ARRANGED SO HE COULD TELL HIM 

PERSONALLY THAT HE WAS FORGIVEN. 

HE WAS FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF JESUSJ WHOJ 

WHILE DYING ON THE CROSSJ FORGAVE THOSE 

WHO HAD CRUCIFIED HIMJ EVEN THOUGH FOR THE 

MOST PART AT THAT TIME THEY WERE UNREPENTANT 

AND PROBABLY THOUGHT THEY WERE DOING A GOOD 

DEED BY GETTING A TROUBLEMAKER OUT OF THE 

WAY. 

ON THE OTHER HAND) JUST AS FORGIVENESS IS 

NOT EASY TO GIVEJ NEITHER IS IT EASY TO 

RECEIVE. IF I HURT SOMEONE AND THAT PERSON 

FORGIVES MEJ FOR ME TO RECEIVE IT MEANS 

THAT I NEED TO ADMIT TO MYSELF AND OTHERS 

THAT I DID WRONG AND NEED TO·BE FORGIVEN, 

AND THAT'S NOT ALWAYS EASY TO DO, OUR 

TENDENCY TO SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS CAN KEEP 

US FROM THAT ADMISSION. REPENTANCE IS A 

PRE-CONDITION FOR -RECEIVING FORGIVENESS, 

2. SECONDLY, IT WILL HELP US TO BE MORE 

FORGIVING PERSONS IF WE REALIZE THAT TO 

FORGIVE DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE CONDONE WHAT 

HAS BEEN DONE, WHEN THE POPE FORGAVE HIS 

WOULD-BE ASSASSIN J HE WAS NOT THEREBY SAYING 

• 
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THAT ATTEMPTED MURDER IS OK. THE POPE 

FORGAVE AGCAJ BUT AGCA REMAINS IN JAIL. 

FORGIVENESS DOES NOT OVERRIDE JUSTICE. 

IN PUBLIC REALMS THERE IS VERY OFTEN A 

TENSION BETWEEN JUSTICE AND FORGIVENESS. 

AND THERE IS OFTEN A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

PERSONAL FORGIVENESS AND LEGAL OR SOCIAL 

FORGIVENESS. PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS CAN 

BE VERY SPONTANEOUS, ALMOST OBLIVIOUS TO 

RULES) TO LAWS AND ORDERS) BUT SOCIETY 

CANNOT BE, 

3, - THIRDLY) IT WILL·HELP US TO BE MORE 

FORGIVING IF WE REMEMBER THAT TO BE FORGIVING 

DOES NOT IMPLY WEAKNESS ON OUR PARTJ BUT 

RATHER STRENGTH, As TIME MAGAZINE POINTED 

OUT IN ITS ARTICLE, "WHERE ETHNIC IDENTITY 

REMAINS STRONG AND IS FIERCELY PERPETUATED, 

THE LOGIC OF THE BLOOD FEUD REIGNS, AND 

IT IS INFINITELY HARDER TO FORGIVE OR EVEN 

THINK OF FORGIVENESS, n ANY WRONG AGAINST 

ANYONE IN THE FAMILY OR TRIBE IS REMEMBERED, 

AND FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO FORGIVE HIS OR 

HER ENEMY WOULD MEAN BETRAYING THE WHOLE 

TRIBE OR THE FAMILY AND ITS ANCESTORS, 

DISHONORING THE SACRIFICES THAT THEY HAD 

MADE. Nor ONLY IS IT CONSIDERED WEAKNESS 

TO FORGIVE, BUT TREASON, AND FURTHERMO.RE, 

INEXCUSABLE TO FORGET. 

So ·IT IS THAT BETWEEN ARMENIANS AND TURKS, 

NORTHERN l'RISH CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS, 

BETWEEN LEBANESE MARONITES AND DRUZE, BETWEEN 
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HATFIELDS AND Mc CoYS 1 BETWEEN PALESTINIANS 

AND JEWS1 THE ANCIENT FURY PERSISTS. THE 

ENEMY IS TIMELESS, THE ENEMY'S VERY EXISTENCE 

L Is UNFORG IVABLE' 

LAST WEEK WHEN THE CHANCELLOR OF WEST GERMANY 

VISITED THE COUNTRY OF lSRAEL1 THERE WERE 

DEMONSTRATIONS WITH THE MESSAGE THAT HE 

SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN PERMITTED TO ENTER 

THE COUNTRY BECAUSE OF WHAT HITLER AND THE 

NAZI MOVEMENT HAD DONE TO THE JEWS IN THE 

1930's AND 1940'sJ EVEN THOUGH THE PRESENT 

CHANCELLOR WAS A CHILD IN GERMANY WHEN THAT 

WAS GOING ON. I'M PERSONALLY GLAD THE 
CHANCELLOR MADE THE TRIP AND.GLAD THAT THE 

OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL RECEIVED HIM. 

SUCH MOVES ARE NECESSARY IN OUR KIND OF 

WORLD IF THERE IS EVER TO BE PEACE. WHEN 

MEN.ACHEM BEGIN OF ISRAEL AND EGYPTIAN 

PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT MET FACE TO FACE IN 

1977 AND WHEN ANWAR SADAT MADE HIS DRAMATIC 

JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM IN THAT SAME YEARJ 

IT BEGAN THE PROCESS OF HEALING BETWEEN 

THOSE TWO COUNTRIES, 

WE NEED MORE MOVES OF THAT KIND ACROSS THE 

LINES OF HISTORICAL HATRED. FORGIVENESS 

IS NOT A SIGN OF WEAKNESSJ BUT OF STRENGTH, 

UNFORTUNATELY} IN OUR TIME WE ARE EXPERIENCING 

AGAIN A FRACTURING OF SOCIETY} WHERE PEOPLE 

ARE GATHERING INTO GROUPS AGAIN -- TRIBAL) 

RACIALJ LINGUISTIC) RELIGIOUS J POLITICAL J 

NATIONAL. IT IS A CLUSTERING INTO SEPARATENESS 
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THAT WILL, IT IS THOUGHT, IMPROVE, ASSURE, 

OR EXTEND EACH GROUP'S POWER OR PLACE, OR 

KEEP IT SAFE OR SAFER FROM THE POWER ) THREAT, 

OR HOSTILITY OF OTHERS, BUT SUCH FRAGMENTATION 

DOES NOT OPEN PEOPLE UP TO BE MORE TOLERANT 

AND FORGIVING; INSTEAD, IT CLOSES THEM IN 

U.PON THEMSELVES AND PROMOTES THE LOGIC OF 

REVENGE. ALMOST ALWAYS} ENORMOUS SLAUGHTER 

IS THE RESULT, 

BUT FORGIVENESS CAN TAKE PLACE, EVEN ON 

A LARGE SCALE} ANDJ WHEN IT DOES, IT IS 

GOOD FOR EVERYONE. FOR EXAMPLE, ALL OVER 

THIS COUNTRY SINCE THE END OF THE CIVIL 

WARJ FORGIVENESS HAS BEEN AT WORK. BLACK 

PEOPLE IN PARTICULAR HAVE HAD THE GRACE 

TO BE FORGIVING. DR. DONALD SHRIVER, 

PRESIDENT OF UNION SEMINARY AND A MAN WHO 

GREW UP IN THE SOUTH, SAID RECENTLY, " I  

THINK THE DECISION BY DESCENDANTS OF BLACK 

SLAVES IN THIS COUNTRY TO BECOME CITIZENS 

AND ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THIS SOCIETY IS A 

REMARKABLE CASE OF FORGIVENESS, BY AND 

LARGE} BLACKS HAVE HAD A STEADIER SENSE 

OF BELONGING TO THE UNITED STATES AND OF 

BEING TRUE CITIZENS THAN MANY OF THOSE WHO 

HAVE OPPORESSED THEM. u ATLANTA MAYOR ANDREW 

YOUNG SAID, uWE SHARED THE BURDEN OF GUILT 

FOR PAST RACIAL ABUSESJ AND WE MOVED TOWARD 

RECONCILIATION, AND WE'VE GROWN TOGETHER 

AS BROTHERS AND SISTERS} AND WE'VE PROSPERED, 

MAINLY BECAUSE OF THE ABILITY TO FORGIVE 

AND BE RECONCILED." 
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I REPEAT) FORGIVENESS IS NOT A SIGN OF 

WEAKNESS ) BUT OF STRENGTH. THE GIVING AND 

RECEIVING OF FORGIVENESS IS AT THE CENTER 

OF OUR FAITH, WE ARE TO BE FORGIVING BECAUSE 

GOD CONTINUALLY FORGIVES US. FORGIVENESS 

IS A PROFOUND TRANSACTION) AND IT IS THE 

WORKING MODEL OF THE HUMAN RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD, FORGIVENESS MAKES CHANGE POSSIBLE) 

WHILE TO BE UNFORGIVING FREEZES THE PAST 

AND THE PRESENT. 

WHEN WE ARE FORGIVING) IT SHOWS THAT WE 

BELIEVE THAT HUMAN BEINGS CAN TURN FROM 

EVIL TO GOOD, THOSE WHO DO NOT FORGIVE 

ARE THOSE WHO ARE LEAST CAPABLE OF CHANGING 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THEIR LIVES, IT IS 

THE IMPLACABLE) RETRIBUTIVE TRIBES) LIKE 

THOSE OF NORTHERN I RELAND OR LEBANON) THAT 

FIND THEMSELVES BACKWATERED1 ISOLATED) 

PERISHING IN THEIR OWN FURY, 

NOT TO FORGIVE ·IS TO BE IMPRISONED BY THE 

PAST) BY OLD GRIEVANCES THAT DO NOT PERMIT 

LI FE TO PROCEED WI TH NEW :SUS I.NESS. NOT 

TO FORGIVE IS TO Y-I ELD ONESELF TO ANOTHER'S 

CONTROL, NOT TO FORGIVE IS TO BE LOCKED 

INTO A SEQUENCE OF ACT AND RESPONSE) OF 

OUTRAGE AND REVENGE, FORGIVENESS) ON THE 

OTHER HAND) FREES THE FORGIVER, 

FORGIVENESS CAN BRING ABOUT MIRACLES, IT'S 

A MIRACLE EACH ONE OF US CAN PARTICIPATE 

IN, FORGIVENESS IS AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY 

IF WE ARE TO LIVE IN PEACE, 


