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“ORDINARY PEOPLE"

I CORINTHIANS 1:26-31
MATTHEW 5:1-12

A NUMBER OF YEARS AGO, LIFE MAGAZINE
DEVOTED ONE ENTIRE ISSUE TO A LIST OF
WHAT IT CALLED THE 100 MOST IMPORTANT
PEOPLE, THIS LIST WAS COMPRISED OF MEN
AND WOMEN, ALL AT THAT TIME ALIVE, WHO

WERE ON THEIR WAY TO POSITIONS OF INFLUENCE
AND POWER IN THEIR CHOSEN PROFESSION OR

VOCATION, AND IT ALSO INCLUDED THOSE WHO
SUPPOSEDLY ALREADY HAD IT MADE,

I SUPPOSE THAT MOST OF US, LIKE THOSE
LIFE MAGAZINE EDITORS, WHEN WE THINK OF
WHO ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE IN OUR
SOCIETY, USUALLY HAVE IN MIND PERSONS

OF INFLUENCE AND POWER, PEOPLE WHO MAKE
THE NEWS, PEOPLE WHO MOVE IN THE CIRCLES
WHERE OTHER IMPORTANT PEOPLE MOVE, PEOPLE
WHO ARE CELEBRITIES, INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
CHOSEN "MAN OR WOMAN OF THE YEAR” BY TIME
MAGAZINE.,

SOMEDAY A MAGAZINE SHOULD PUBLISH AN
EDITION ABOUT THE FORGOTTEN IMPORTANT
PEOPLE, WHO MIGHT IT INCLUDE? PERHAPS
THE ELEVATOR OPERATOR IN THE OFFICE
BUILDING WHO FOR YEARS AND YEARS HAS



FAITHFULLY AND GOOD NATUREDLY PERFORMED

HER JOB; OR THE COURTEOUS BUS DRIVER;

THE QUIET, BUT EFFECTIVE POLICE OFFICER;
THE WASHROOM ATTENDANT AT THE AIRPORT;

THE OFFICE CLEANING WOMAN WHO WORKS AT
NIGHT; THE BUILDING MAINTENANCE MAN; THE
POLITE WAITRESS IN THE CORNER RESTAURANT --
THE LIST COULD GO ON AND ON OF FAITHFUL
PEOPLE WHO GO ABOUT PERFORMING THEIR
DUTIES AT WORK AND AT HOME IN A QUIET
AND RESPONSIBLE FASHION, ORDINARY PEOPLE
WE OFTEN CALL THEM -- INDIVIDUALS WHO
BEAR THEIR BURDENS AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY,
HELP OTHERS TO BEAR THEIRS,

THE LIST OF THE ORDINARY PEOPLE MIGHT

ALSO INCLUDE THOSE MENTIONED IN A LETTER
WHICH APPEARED IN A DAILY NEWSPAPER NOT
LONG AGO, THE WRITER SAID, "IT WAS A

JOY TO WITNESS THE FOLLOWING CHAIN REACTION
"ON A CITY BUS LAST WEEK: A CRIPPLED WHITE
WOMAN BOARDED A BUS IN MIDTOWN, T[HERE

WAS NO VACANT SEAT. A YOUNG BLACK WOMAN
ROSE IMMEDIATELY AND OFFERED THE CRIPPLED
WOMAN HER SEAT. AN ELDERLY WHITE MAN
WHO HAD BEEN SITTING NEXT TO THE BLACK
WOMAN, GOT UP, THANKED HER FOR HER COURTESY,
AND OFFERED HER HIS SEAT. [IHEN A YOUNG

BOY SITTING BESIDE HIS MOTHER JUMPED

TO HIS FEET AND OFFERED THE ELDERLY MAN
HIS SEAT, WHEN' THE CRIPPLED WOMAN LEFT
THE BUS, ANOTHER WHO GOT OFF AHEAD OF

HER TURNED AND HELPED HER TO THE CURB,”




THESE PEOPLE WOULD NOT HAVE MADE THE LIS
IN LIFE MAGAZINE, BUT, AS THE BIBLE WOULD
SAY, “OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF Gobp,"

THESE ARE THE KIND OF PEOPLE THAT ST.

PAUL WAS WRITING TO IN THE CHURCH IN

CORINTH. HE WROTE, AS WE READ EARLIER,

“FOR CONSIDER YOUR CALL, BROTHERS AND
SISTERS; NOT MANY OF YOU WERE WISE ACCORDING
TO WORLDLY STANDARDS, NOT MANY WERE POWERFUL,
NOT MANY WERE OF NOBLE BIRTH; BUT GOD

CHOSE WHAT IS FOOLISH IN THE WORLD TO

SHAME THE WISE; GOD CHOSE WHAT IS WEAK

IN THE WORLD TO SHAME THE STRONG; (GOD
CHOSE WHAT IS LOW AND DESPISED IN THE

WORLD, EVEN THINGS THAT ARE NOT, TO BRING
TO NOTHING THINGS THAT ARE, SO THAT NO
HUMAN BEING MIGHT BOAST IN THE PRESENCE
OF GoD."”

1. ST. PAUL WAS REMINDING THE CORINTHIANS
AND US THAT, CONTRARY TO WHAT WE USUALLY
BELIEVE, GOD FREQUENTLY USES WHAT WE
CONSIDER WEAK AND FOOLISH ORDINARY PEOPLE
O CARRY OUT GOD’S PURPOSES. THAT'S THE
FIRST POINT IN THE SERMON: THAT'S WHAT
THE STORY OF JESUS IS ALL ABOUT, A BABY
IS BORN TO AN ORDINARY COUPLE, GROWS UP

IN A SMALL TOWN IN AN OUT-OF-THE-WAY
PLACE, IS UNKNOWN UNTIL HE IS 50 YEARS

OF AGE, THEN HE BEGINS TO TELL PEOPLE
ABOUT A GOD WHO LOVES AND FORGIVES AND

ACCEPTS ALL PEOPLE., HIS ENEMIES ARE THE




SO-CALLED IMPORTANT PEOPLE OF THE TIME,
THE LEADERS IN THE TEMPLE, THE GOVERNMENT
OFFICIALS. AFTER ONLY SEVERAL YEARS,

HE IS ARRESTED, TRIED, AND EXECUTED LIKE
A COMMON CRIMINAL., BUT THE LOVE OF (GOD
HE REVEALED WOULD NOT STAY DEAD -- HIS
FOLLOWERS ARE SURPRISED THAT HE IS ALIVE,
BUT IN A NEW WAY. AND SO ORDINARY PEOPLE

CONTINUE TO BECOME HIS FOLLOWERS AND TO
SPREAD AND LIVE HIS MESSAGE,

BUT WE STILL HAVE DIFFICULTY IN BELIEVING
THAT GOD OFTEN CHOOSES WHAT IS FOOLISH

IN THE WORLD, OR WHAT IS WEAK, OR WHAT
IS LOW AND DESPISED., WE HAVE DIFFICULTY

IN BELIEVING THAT GOD CAN AND DOES USE
ORDINARY PEOPLE LIKE YOU AND ME., WE
FORGET THAT IT IS IN THE VERY VANITY,
VULNERABILITY, AND INSECURITY OF HUMAN
LIFE THAT MINISTRY HAPPENS. (GOD IS AT
WORK WHEN ONE PERSON SIMPLY REACHES OUT

TO ANOTHER.,

ﬂ

1 WAS RECENTLY INTRIGUED BY SUCH A STORY

IN TIME MAGAZINE., IT WAS ABOUT A CHINESE
IMMIGRANT WHO CAME TO THIS COUNTRY 1IN

HIS EARLY 20’S AND WAS FIRST ADMITTED
TO AN JTLLINOIS MENTAL INSTITUTION IN 1952,
ALL HE WAS ABLE TO SAY IN ENGLISH WAS,

"ME NO CRAZY. THIS NUTHOUSE,”

NO ONE LISTENED, WORSE, HE WAS NEVER
EXAMINED BY ANYONE WHO CoOULD SPEAK CHINESE,



NEARLY THREE DECADES WENT BY BEFORE ANYONE

EVEN TRIED TO UNDERSTAND., IN 1978, A
SOCIAL WORKER AT A MENTAL HOSPITAL IN
MANTENO, ILLINOIS, TOOK THE PATIENT TO
A CHINESE RESTAURANT, WHERE HE HAD A
CONVERSATION IN CANTONESE DIALECT WITH
THE COOK. THERE WAS NOTHING WRONG WITH
THIS INDIVIDUAL, THE COOK TOLD THE HOSPITAL
STAFF, THIS SET IN MOTION A FOUR YEAR
BATTLE IN THE STATE COURTS TO WIN HIS
RELEASE, HIS LONG NIGHTMARE HAD BEGUN
WHEN, SUFFERING FROM TUBERCULOSIS, HE
WAS ADMITTED TO A SANATORIUM, BECAUSE

WHAT HE SAID SEEMED INCOMPREHENSIBLE,
HE WAS LATER DIAGNOSED AS A RETARDED

SCHIZOPHRENIC,

HE WAS FINALLY RELEASED SEVERAL WEEKS
AGO AT AGE 54, AND AN ENGAGED COUPLE WHO
RUN A CENTER IN CHICAGO FOR INDOCHINESE
IMMIGRANTS HAVE GIVEN HIM A HOME, IN
THE MORNINGS HE WILL ATTEND LITERACY

CLASSES, AND IN THE AFTERNOONS HE WILL
TRY TO LEARN HIS WAY AROUND THE OUTSIDE

WORLD,

THROUGH A SIMPLE ACT OF KINDNESS, AN
UNKNOWN SOCIAL WORKER SET IN MOTION A
PROCESS THAT RESTORED A MAN’S FREEDOM

AND DIGNITY, JESUS SAID, “INASMUCH AS
YOU DID IT UNTO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE
MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, YOU DID IT UNTO
ME;"




LET ME REPEAT: GOD FREQUENTLY USES WHAT

WE CONSIDER WEAK AND FOOLISH AND ORDINARY
PEOPLE TO CARRY OUT GOD’S PURPOSES. THAT'S
CONTRARY TO WHAT THE WORLD WOULD HAVE

US BELIEVE,

I BELIEVE THAT IN OUR TIME WE ARE OVER-
IMPRESSED BY IMAGE, BY CELEBRITIES, BY
PEOPLE OF POWER AND INFLUENCE, BY PEOPLE
THE WORLD THINKS IMPORTANT, AND WE THINK
WE HAVE TO BE LIKE THEM TO BE CONSIDERED
IMPORTANT BY OTHERS AND BY GOD. OTHERWISE,
WHY DO WE GET SO EXCITED WHEN A CELEBRITY

ENDORSES THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, OR WHEN
A CELEBRITY WRITES A BOOK ABOUT HIS OR

HER RELIGIOUS BELIEF?

FOR THAT MATTER, WHY ARE WE IMPRESSED

WHEN A CELEBRITY ENDORSES ANYTHING? ARE
THEY EXPERTS ON MOTOR OIL, BREAKFAST

CEREAL, TOOTHPASTE, AUTOMOBILES, OR
UNDERWEAR? I'M NOT BLAMING THE CELEBRITY,
HIS OR HER RELIGIOUS FAITH MAY BE AS . GENUINE
OR MORE GENUINE AND SINCERE THAN OURS,

WHAT WE MAY MISTAKENLY ASSUME IS THAT
IF WE USE A CELEBRITY-ENDORSED PRODUCT,
WE WILL BECOME A CELEBRITY, To0o. OR MAYBE

SOME THINK BECAUSE A CERTAIN IMPORTANT
PERSON HAS ENDORSED THE CHRISTIAN FAITH,
IT's OK FOR US,

[T'S SIGNIFICANT THAT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT



ACCOUNTS OF JESUS’ MINISTRY, HE NEVER

SOUGHT ENDORSEMENT BY ANY OF THE SO-CALLED
IMPORTANT PEOPLE OF HIS TIME, OF
EITHER, HE DID,

HE DIDN'T REJECT THEM,

COURSE,

HOWEVER, REJECT CELEBRITY STATUS FOR
HIMSELF, WHEN HE HEALED SOMEONE BECAUSE
OF HIS LOVE AND COMPASSION,

AE TOLD THE

INDIVIDUAL TO TELL NO ONE, HE DIDN'T
WANT TO BECOME FAMOUS AS A HEALER., HE
DIDN'T WANT PEOPLE FOLLOWING HIM FOR THE
WRONG REASONS, HE KNEW THAT PEOPLE
FOLLOWING HIM MERELY BECAUSE HE WAS A
CELEBRITY WOULD NOT CHANGE ANYONE'S LIFE,
HE KNEW, TOO, THAT THE TACTICS THAT CAN

SELL DETERGENTS ARE NOT THE
CAN SELL COMMITMENT TO THE C

GOD IS NOT FOOLED OR 1
OR CELEBRITIES OR PEOQP
AND INFLUENCE. JESUS

MPRESSED BY
_E OF WORLD
SAID, "“THE

KIND THAT
ARISTIAN WAY,

TECHNIQUE
LY POWER
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SHALL BE LAST AND THE LAST FIRST.” GOD’S
CELEBRITIES ARE QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THE

WORLD’S CELEBRITIES,

GoD’S WILL, GOD'S LOVE OFTEN SHINES MOST
BRIGHTLY THROUGH THE LIVES AND ACTIONS
OF ORDINARY PEOPLE WHOSE NAMES WILL NEVER

MAKE THE HEADLINES. AS AN EXAMPLE TO

JS, JESUS POINTED TO THE LONELY WIDOW

AS SHE PUT TWO COPPER COINS INTO THE

OFFERING BOX.,

GOD'S LOVE IS SHOWN AND LIVED OUT IN THE



THOUSANDS OF UNKNOWN INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
FAITHFUL DAY IN AND DAY OUT, WHO KEEP
THEIR COMMITMENTS, AND WHO TREAT OTHER

PEOPLE WITH KINDNESS AND RESPECT., NO
MATTER WHO THEY ARE. SUCH PEOPLE NEVER
TALK ABOUT THEIR GOOD DEEDS, BUT SOMETIMES
THEY ARE UNCOVERED.,

REMEMBER A FEW YEARS AGO WHEN THERE WAS

A STORY ABOUT A WOMAN NO ONE EVER HEARD

OF UNTIL SOME SURVIVORS OF THE JEWISH
DEATH CAMPS IN GERMANY FOUND HER. NATALIA
ABRAMOVITCH PROVIDED SHELTER IN HER HOME

IN POLAND FOR A JEWISH FAMILY., SHE HERSELF
WAS PUT IN PRISON FOR HARBORING JEWS,

BUT AFTER THE WAR FINALLY FOUND HER WAY

TO THIS COUNTRY AND LIVED IN POVERTY AND
OBSCURITY UNTIL REDISCOVERED BY A MAN
WHOSE LIFE SHE SAVED. NATALIA WOULD NEVER

HAVE BEEN ASKED TO BE A GUEST ON THE PTL
TELEVISION PROGRAM OR THE /00 CLUB., SHE'S
NOT THAT KIND OF CELEBRITY. SHE'S JUST

AN ORDINARY PERSON, "OF SUCH IS THE
KINGDOM OF GoD."

—

AGAIN, I REPEAT: (GOD USES ORDINARY PEOPLE
LIKE YOU AND ME TO CARRY OUT GOD'’S PURPOSES,

2. SECONDLY, GOD CAN AND DOES USE EVEN
OUR WEAKNESSES AND OUR LIABILITIES, THOSE
PLACES WHERE WE HURT AND SUFFER OUR WOUNDS,

GOD DOESN'T NEED AN ARMY OF “HOLIER-THAN-



THOU'S” RUNNING AROUND WI

THEIR RELIGION ON THEIR SLEEVES,

NEEDS LISTENING,
WHAT SUFFERING IS,

QUIET FAITH

H HALOS, WEARING

GOD

CARING PEOPLE WHO KNOW
ORDINARY PEOPLE OF

GOD CAN USE YOU AND ME WITH
ALL OF OUR WEAKNESSES TO REACH OUT TO
BRING CHRIST’S LOVING PRESENCE TO THOSE
WHO NEED IT,

OUR OWN WEAKNESS, WOUNDS, AND SUFFERING
E TROUBLES

CAN MAKE US
OF OTHERS.
IS NECESSAR

Y.

OUR SUFFERINGS OR WEA
THEM A FORM OF SPIRIT

MORE SENSITIVE TO TF
HOWEVER, A WORD OF CAUTION

WE CAN VERY EASILY MISUSE

KNESSES BY MAKING
JAL EXHIBITIONISM,

FOR EXAMPLE, A MINISTER WHO TALKS IN THE
PULPIT ABOUT HIS OWN PERSONAL PROBLEMS
IS OF NO HELP TO HIS CONGREGATION, FOR
NO SUFFERING HUMAN BEING IS HELPED BY

SOMEONE WHO TELLS HIM OR

HER THAT “I HAVE

THE SAME PROBLEM.” REMARKS SUCH AS,

“DON'T WORRY, BECAUSE I s

JFFER FROM THE

SAME DEPRESSION OR CONFUSION OR ANXIETY

AS YOU DO” HELP NO ONE,

HENRI NO

UWEN

PUTS IT THIS WAY IN HIS BOOK, THE WOUNDED

HEALER: “SPIRIT

UAL EXHIBITIONISM ADDS

LITTLE FAITH TO LITTLE FAITH AND CREATES

NARROW-MINDEDNESS INSTEAD OF

OPEN WOUNDS STINK AND DO NOT HEA
ONE’S OWN WOUNDS A SOURCE OF HEA
DOES NOT CALL FOR A S

THEREFORE,
OF SUPERFIC
A CONSTAN

[A
WI

_ PERSONAL PAINS, B

—

et

NEW PERSPECTIVES.
. MAKING
LING,

ARING
T FOR

_LINGNESS TO SEE ONE'S OWN
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PAIN AND SUFFERING AS RISING FROM THE
DEPTH OF THE HUMAN CONDITION WHICH ALL
PEOPLE SHARE."

OUR WEAKNESSES AND OUR WOUNDS CAN BE
HELPFUL TEACHERS AND REMINDERS OF OUR
OWN CONDITION AND OF OUR NEIGHBOR'S
CONDITION, AND THEN HEALING CAN BEGIN
TO TAKE PLACE, SO IT IS THAT ORDINARY
PEOPLE CAN BE USED BY GOD TO BRING HOPE

AND HEALING TO OTHERS,

3. NOTE IN THE THIRD PLACE THAT OUR

CHRISTIAN FAITH REMINDS US THAT IT IS
NEITHER PRIDE OF INTELLECT NOR CIVIC

POSITION NOR WEALTH NOR POWER NOR
PRESTIGE THAT COUNTS IN THE EYES OF (oD,

THE HUMBLE MINDED AND THE UNSOPHISTICATED --
IN OTHER WORDS, ORDINARY PEOPLE -- WHO

ARE MOST CAPABLE OF EXPERIENCING THE

LOVING PRESENCE OF (GOD CAN THEN BECOME
INSTRUMENTS OF (GOD, AS WELL., THIS IS

GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF US. AMEN,




