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CHRISTMAS EVE1 1983 

"LIGHT AND WARMTH" 

WHAT IS IT WE HUMAN BEINGS NEED MORE THAN 

ANYTHING ELS�J IN ADDITION TO FOODJ WATERJ 

AND SHELTER? THIS IS THE BASIC QUESTION THAT 

ALL RELIGIONS ATTEMPT TO ANSWERi IT'S ALSO 

A QUESTION WHICH EACH ONE OF US ANSWERS IN 

ONE WAY OR ANOTHER THROUGHOUT OUR LIVING. WE 

DO NOT ANSWER IT WITH WORDS1 BUT WITH THE WAY 

WE LIVE1 WITH WHAT WE LIVE FOR1 WITH THE 

DIRECTION OUR LIVES TAKE. 
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IN A BIOGRAPHY OF JOHANN WOLFGANG GOETHE1 A 
MAN WHO MANAGED TO BECOME COMPETENT IN EVERY 

SIGNIFICANT BRANCH OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE IN HIS 

TIME -- HE WAS AN HISTORIANJ A PHILOSOPHER1 

A POET1 A DRAMATIST 1 AND A SCIENTIST -- IT 

IS SAID THAT AS HE WAS DYING1 ALL AT ONCE HE 

SAT UPRIGHT IN BED AND CRIED OUT WITH PASSION1 

"LIGHT 1 LIGHT1 MORE LIGHT! n AND WITH THAT FELL 

BACK DEAD. 

No WORDS COULD HAVE SUMMARIZED MORE ACCURATELY 

THE THRUST AND DIRECTION OF GOETHE'S LIFE. 

HIS CONSUMING PASSION HAD BEEN TO LEARN MORE 

AND MORE -- TO KEEP INCREASING THE CIRCLE OF 

HIS UNDERSTANDING. IN THAT SENSE HE. SEARCHED 

ALWAYS FOR MORE LIGHT. 

IT IS SAID THAT YEARS LATER THE SPANISH 

PHILOSOPHER UNAMUNO WAS READING GOETHE'S 

BIOGRAPHY AND THAT WHEN HE CAME TO THIS SCENE 

OF GOETHE'S DEATH) HE PUT DOWN THE BOOK AND 
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SAID TO HIS WIFE: 

WAS MISTAKEN HERE. 

2 

uFOR ALL HIS WISDOM) GOETHE 

INSTEAD OF CRYING FOR 

'LIGHTJ LIGHT) MORE LIGHT)' WHAT HE SHOULD 

HAVE CRIED FOR WAS 'WARMTH) WARMTH) MORE 

WARMTH, 1 HUMAN BEINGS DO NOT DIE OF THE 

DARKNESS; THEY DIE OF THE COLD.u, 
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FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF ou· CHRISTIAN FAITH 

AND THE CHRISTMAS STORYJ BOTH EN WERE RIGHT: 

WE NEED BOTH LIGHT AND WARMTH. IN FACTJ WE 

HAVE A BUILT-IN URGE OR HUNGER FOR BOTH. THERE 

IS SOMETHING IN THE MAKEUP OF EACH ONE OF US 

THAT CRAVES MORE KNOWLEDGE AND IN THAT SENSE 
MORE LIGHT. FROM THE TIME WE ARE BORN WE LEARN 
INSTINCTIVELY: WE IMITATE) WE SEARCH) WE TRY 
TO UNDERSTAND. 

As WE GROW OLDER WE ALSO RUN INTO THINGS THAT 

ARE DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND) AND AT TIMES WE 

EXERCISE OUR FREEDOM TO NOT UNDERSTAND ) TO 

REMAIN IN IGNORANCE ) TO WALK AROUND IN DARKNESS ) 

OR WE THINK WE UNDERSTAND) BUT DON'T, 

IN THE SAME WAY THAT WE NEED LIGHTJ WE ALSO 

NEED WARMTH. BY WARMTH) I MEAN THAT WE NEED 

VERY MUCH TO FEEL THAT WE ARE CHERISHED AND 

VALUED; THAT WE BELONG SOMEWHERE; THAT WE ARE 

CONNECTED WITH OTHERS AND WITH Gan. WE NEED 

THE FEELING ) IN OTHER WORDS) THAT WHAT HAPPENS 

TO US DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO AT LEAST SOME 

OTHER HUMAN BEINGS AND TO THE UNIVERSE ITSELF, 

Is THERE ANYTHING MORE TERRIFYING REALLY THAN 

TO FEEL TOTALLY ABANDONED OR ISOLATED OR 

ALONE -- TO HAVE THE FEELING THAT NO ONE 
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ANYWHERE CARESJ THAT IF WE DISAPPEARED TOMORROW 

OR DIEDJ NO ONE WOULD EVEN TAKE NOTICEJ OR 
- MISS USJ OR MOURN OUR LOSS. 
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LESLIE WEATHERHEADJ A LONDON MINISTER WHO WAS 
ALSO AN AIR RAID WARDEN DURING THE SECOND WORLD 

WAR IN LONDONJ TELLS THE STORY OF FINDING A 

LITTLE BOY ONE NIGHT AFTER A HEAVY BOMBING. 

THE BOY WAS ABOUT NINE YEARS OLD AND WAS SOBBING 

HIS HEART OUT, WEATHERHEAD WENT UP TO HIM 

AND ASKEDJ "WHERE IS YOUR FATHER?" AND THE 

BOY ANSWEREDJ "HE'S IN THE SERVICE OVERSEAS, " 

nWHAT ABOUT YOUR MOTHER?" WEATHERHEAD ASKED, 
"SHE WAS KILLED LAST WEEK DURING AN AIR RAID, " 
"WHERE ARE YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS OR AUNTS 

AND UNCLES?" "I DON'T KNOWJu ANSWERED THE 

BOY, "WE GOT SEPARATED, " WITH THAT, WEATHERHEAD 

KNELT BEFORE THE LAD AND PUT BOTH HANDS ON 

HIS SHOULDERS AND ASKED J "WHO ARE YOU? ll AT 

WHICH THE LITTLE BOY BEGAN TO SOB MORE 

COMPULSIVELY AND THEN SAIDJ "MISTERJ 1 AIN'T 

NOBODY'S NOTHING,u 
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WEATHERHEAD SAID THAT HE NEVER FORGOT THOSE 

WORDS. To FEEL YOURSELF ORPHANED) ALONE, 

DISCONNECTEDJ WHERE NO ONE CARES -- WHAT COULD 

BE WORSE? WE HUMAN BEINGS SOON DIE FROM THIS 

KIND OF COLDNESS, To SURVIVE AND BE FULFILLED 

DOES CALL FOR WARMTH AS WELL AS LIGHT. 

IT'S NO WONDER THAT RELIGIOUS RITUALS FROM 

THE VERY FIRST HAVE USUALLY EMPLOYED FIRE, 

FOR IT PUTS FORTH BOTH WARMTH AND LIGHT. 
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WHENEVER HUMAN BEINGS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO RELATE 

TO THE DIVINE MYSTERY WE CALL GoDJ THEY USUALLY 

BUILT A FIRE AND MADE AN ALTAR. MAYBE THAT'S 

WHY WE LIKE CANDLE LIGHT SO MUCH. WE CAN WATCH 

THE FLAME BURN AND EXPERIENCE BOTH LIGHT AND 

WARMTH . . THE FLAME ILLUMINES THE DARKNESS AND 

DRIVES AWAY THE COLD. 

IF WHAT WE NEED AS HUMAN BEINGS IS BOTH LIGHT 

AND WARMTHJ HOW DOES THE EVENT OF CHRISTMAS 

RELATE TO THESE NEEDS? 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN PUT IT THIS WAY: nTHE TRUE 

LIGHT THAT ENLIGHTENS EVERYONE WAS COMING INTO 
THE WORLD. THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS 

AND THE DARKNESS HAS NOT OVERCOME IT. THE 

LOVE OF GOD BECAME A HUMAN BEING AND LIVED 

AMONG us I 

II 

CHRISTMAS SAYS: THE LIGHT AND WARMTH WE ALL 

NEED IS HERE! GOD GIVES IT TO ALL OF US AS 

A GIFT, IN FACTJ BOTH LIGHT AND WARMTH ARE 
BUILT INTO EACH ONE OF US BECAUSE WE ARE MADE 

IN THE IMAGE OF GOD. WE HUMAN BEINGS ARE MADE 

BY GOD AND FOR GOD AND FOR EACH OTHER. OUR 

PROBLEM IS THAT WE OFTEN DENY OR REPRESS THE 

LIGHT AND WARMTH WHICH ARE A PART OF US, WE 

FORGET THAT WE ARE CONNECTED TO EACH OTHER 

AND TO GOD, 

LIGHT AND WARMTH! THE OPPOSITES ARE DARKNESS 

AND COLDNESS! DARKNESS IS OFTEN A METAPHOR 

OR SYMBOL FOR TRAGEDY1 EVIL1 OR TROUBLE, WE 
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TALK ABOUT THE "POWERS OF DARKNESS. " So ALSO 

COLDNESS IS THE SYMBOL OR METAPHOR FOR ALONENESS 

OR SEPARATENESS, WE TALK ABOUT SOMEONE GIVING 

us THE "coLD SHOULDER" OR A llCOLD RECEPTION. » 
• 

AND SO THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS SAYS., ''TH.E LIGHT 

SHINES IN THE DARKNESS., AND THE DARKNESS HAS 

NEVER PUT IT OUT. " THERE IS LIGHT AND WARMTH 

IN THE WORLD AND EVERYWHERE BECAUSE IT IS A 
PART OF-GOD AND A PART OF US, THE WARMTH AND 

LIGHT OF Goo's LOVE IS Goo's GIFT TO ALL OF 
US, ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS ACCEPT IT AND LIVE 

IT. 

AND TODAY THE WORLD NEEDS SO MUCH TO HAVE US 

SPREAD THAT LIGHT AND WARMTH. THERE IS STILL 

A LOT OF DARKNESS AND COLDNESS IN THE WORLD 

AND IN PERSONAL LIVES. LEBANON., CENTRAL 

AMERICA., SOUTH-AMERICA, AFGHANISTAN -- THE 

LIST GOES ON AND _ON, INSTEAD OF OUR PRACTICING 

DUR CONNECTEDNESS, WE CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE 

OUR SEPARATENESS, 

BUT THE CHRISTMAS STORY IS ABOUT LIGHT AND 

WARMTH, THE LIGHT AND WARMTH OF GOD'S LOVE 

SHOWING ITSELF FORTH IN OUR WORLD IN A FRESH 

WAY, THAT'S THE ASTONISHING FACT -- THAT NO 
MATTER HOW DARK OR COLD THE WORLD IS., NO MATTER 

HOW MUCH DARKNESS OR COLDNESS THERE IS IN YOUR 

PERSONAL LIFEJ THE LIGHT AND WARMTH OF CHRISTMAS 

STILL SHINES AND GLOWS, THIS LIGHT AND WARMTH 

DOES NOT AVOID DARKNESS AND COLD., IT OVERCOMES 

THEM AND ALWAYS WILL. 
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TONIGHTJ EXPERIENCE AGAIN THE LIGHT AND WARMTH 

OF GOD'S LOVE IN A HUMAN BEING AND THEN SPREAD 

THAT LIGHT AND WARMTH ESPECIALLY TO THOSE WHO 

ARE IN THE DARK AND WHO ARE COLD AND ESPECIALLY 
TO THOSE YOU CONSIDER YOUR ENEMIES, THEN YOU 
WILL TRULY EXPERIENCE THIS LOVE OF GOD. "FOR 

AS YOU DID IT UNTO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE 

MY BROTHERS AND SISTERSJll SAID JESUS, "vou 

D I D I T UNTO ME , II 


