
-- ''PLAY YOUR PART'' 

ACTS 5:1-11 

MATTHEW 6:19-21 

SUNDAY� NOVEMBER 20, 1983 

IN SOME WAYS, THE SERMON ON EVERY MEMBER 

CANVASS SUNDAY IS THE EASIEST TO PREPARE 

AND PREACHJ BECAUSE I AM SPEAKING ABOUT 

SOMETHING VERY PRACTICAL AND CONCRETE: THE 

NEED OF EACH ONE OF US TO BE A GIVING 

INDIVIDUAL) AND IN THIS CASE WE ARE TALKING 
VERY SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE NEED TO GIVE 

MONEY FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH REGULARLY 

AND PROPORTIONATELY. 

IN OTHER WAYS, HOWEVER, THE SERMON ON EVERY 

MEMBER CANVASS SUNDAY IS THE MOST DIFFICULT 

TO PREPARE AND PREACH BECAUSE IT IS THE 

GOAL OF THE SERMON TO STRETCH YOUR THINKING 

AND TO MOTIVATE YOU IN THE PROPER WAY SO 

THAT YOUR GIVING WILL ENABLE THIS CHURCH 

TO CARRY ON ITS MINISTRY IN THE MOST EFFECTIVE 

WAY. AND MOTIVATION IS A VERY COMPLEX ISSUE. 

WE CAN NEVER BE SURE WHAT WILL CAUSE ONE 

PERSON TO STAY AN EXTRA HOUR, WALK AN EXTRA 

MILE, OR GIVE AN EXTRA DOLLAR. 

Two BLIND MEN STATIONED THEMSELVES AT 

OPPOSITE ENDS OF A PARK. ONE HAD A SIGN 

WHICH SIMPLY SAID, "BLIND.u THE OTHER, 
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WHOSE COLLECTIONS EACH DAY WERE MUCH LARGER) 

HAD A SIGN WHICH READ) 

n lT IS SPRING) AND 

I AM BL I ND I ,, 

THIS MORNING I WANT TO. BE LIKE THAT SECOND 
1 

BLIND MAN. I HOPE THIS SERMON WILL INSPIRE 

YOU TO BECOME GENEROUSJ OPEN) AND GIVING 

PEOPLE. 

THE TITLE OF THE SERMON AND THE THEME. FOR 

OU� EVERY MEMBER CANVASS AREJ n PLAY YOUR 

PART! n To UNDERSTAND THIS TITLE OR THEME) 

ONE CAN USE ANY ONE OF SEVERAL METAPHORS. 

IN SOME WAYS A CHURCH CONGREGATION IS LIKE 

A MUSICAL GROUP, AND EACH INDIVIDUAL HAS 

A PART TO PLAY. ONLY WHEN EVERYONE IS 

PLAYING HIS OR HER PART CAN BEAUTIFUL MUSIC 

BE MADE. EACH PART IS DIFFERENT) YET EACH 

ONE. IS NECESSARY IF THE DESIRED HARMONY 

IS TO BE ACHI.EVED. 

OR WE CAN USE AN ATHLETIC METAPHOR. A 

CHURCH CONGREGATION IS LIKE AN ATHLETIC 

TEAM. EACH PERSON ON THE TEAM HAS A PART 

TO PLAY) AND EACH PART IS IMPORTANT. IT 

TAKES EVERYONE PLAYING HIS OR HER PART . IF 

THE TEAM IS TO BE A WINNING TEAM. WHEN 

ANYONE LETS DOWNJ IT AFFECTS THE OUTCOME 

OF THE WHOLE TEAM. 

IN TERMS OF OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH) WE NEED 

TO EXPAND THE METAPHOR AND NOTE THAT GOD 

2 
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IS ALSO A PART OF THE TEAM OR MUSICAL GROUP, 

As JOHN SMELTZER MENTI.ONED TWO WEEKS AGO 

IN HIS SERMON ENTITLED,- "GOD AND Us TOGETHER," 

WE ARE PARTNERS WITH Goo IN THIS WORLD, 

THIS MORNING, THENJ I WANT TO GIVE YOU SOME 

GUIDELINES ON PLAYING YOUR PART AS FAR AS 

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH IS 

CONCERNED. 

1. FIRST OF ALL AND MOST OBVIOLJSj PLAY 

YOUR PART BY PAYING YOUR PART, I SAY THIS 

BECAUSE} AS ALWAYS) WE HAVE A NUMBER OF 

CHURCH MEMBERS OR HOUSE.HOLDS WHO DO NOT 
SUPPORT THE CHURCH FINANCIALLY AT ALL, WHEN 

THE MUSIC BEGINSJ THEY DON
1

T EVEN PICK UP 

THEIR INSTRUMENT OR JOIN IN THE SINGING. 

OR WHEN THE TEAM TAKES THE FIELDJ THEY SIT 

ON THE SIDELINESJ EVEN THOUGH THE COACH 

HAS ASKED THEM TO BE IN THE GAME, 

TO CARRY ON THIS MINISTRY, WE NEED THE 

SUPPORT OF EACH MEMBER OR FAM.ILY IN THIS 

CONGREGATION. 

2. SECONDLY, ONCE YOU HAVE DECIDED TO PLAY 

YOUR PART, BE HONEST ABOUT YOUR GIVING. 

FREQUENTLY I MEET PEOPLE WHO SAY, " l 1 M 

GIVING ALL THAT I CAN AFFORD," BUT THAT 1 S 

NOT REALLY THE TRUTH. WHAT THEY MEAN ISJ 

"I'M GIVING WHAT IS LEFT OVER A.FTER l 1 VE 

TAKEN CARE OF EVERYTHING ELSE I WANTED TO 

DO, OTHER THINGS ARE MORE IMPORTANT TO 

ME IN MY LIFE RIGHT NOW." 



IN THE STORY FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS READ 

AS PART OF OUR SCRIPTURE READING THIS 

MORNING) ANANIAS . AND SAPPHIRA WERE 

CONDEMNED BY THE APOSTLE PETER BECAUSE OF 

THEIR ATTEMPTED DECEPTION. THEY CLAIMED 

THEY -HAD SOLD SOME LAND AND HAD GIVEN ALL 

THE PROCEEDS TO THE CHURCHJ WHEN IN REALITY 

THEY HAD SOLD SOME LAND AND HAD GIVEN ONLY 

PART OF THE PROCEEDS TO THE CHURCH. PETER 

LEARNED OF THEIR DECEPTION AND CONFRONTED 

THEM WITH THE FACTS. 

ANANIAS AND SAPPHIRA WERE NOT COMPELLED 

TO GIVE ANYTHING AT ALL TO THE CHURCHJ JUST 
AS NONE OF US IS COMPELLED TO MAKE A PLEDGE, 

BUT LET'S AT LEAST BE HONEST ABOUT WHAT 

WE DO OR DON'T DO. 
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You'VE HEARD ME TELL THI.S STORY BEFORE ABOUT 

A MAN IN LAS VEGAS WHO KEPT ASKING PEOPLE 

FOR MONEY FOR FOOD, FINALLY) ONE POTENTIAL 

GIVER SAID TO HIMJ "How DO I KNOW THAT IF 

I GIVE YOU MONEY FOR FOODJ YOU WON'T USE 

IT FOR GAMBLING?" "OHJ DON'T WORRYJ" SAID 

THE MAN. "I HAVE GAMBLING MONEY. WHAT 

I. NEED NOW IS FOOD MONEY." 

MANY TIMES THAT'S THE WAY PEOPLE TREAT THE 

CHURCH: THEY HAVE MONEY FOR EVERYTHING 

ELSEJ BUT NOTHING LEFT OVER FOR THE CHURCH, 

I TALKED TO A MAN THIS WEEK WHO COULDN'T 

BE HERE TODAYJ SO HE GAVE ME HIS PLEDGE 
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CARD IN ADVANCE. As HE DID SOJ HE TOLD 

ME THIS BRIEF STORY AS TO WHY HE HAD INCREASED 

HIS PLEDGE OVER LAST YEAR BY A SUBSTANTIAL 

AMOUNT. HE SAID, "I ASKED MYSELF WHAT WOULD 

HAPPEN .IF M.Y INCOME FOR 1984 WOULD BE CUT 

FOR SOME REASON BY $300. WHAT WOULD HAPPEN 

TO THE WAY I LIVED? WOULD I PLAY ANY LESS 

GOLF? WOULD I EAT OUT WITH MY FAMILY ANY 

LESS?. WHERE WOULD I CUT DOWN? PROBABLY 

A LITTLE HERE AND A LITTLE THEREJ AND OVER 

ALL I WOULDN'T EVEN MISS THE $300. So I 

DECIDED TO INCREASE MY PLEDGE BY AT LEAST 

THAT AMOUNT FOR 1984) BECAUSE I KNEW I 

REALLY WOULDN'T MISS IT IF I PAID IT 

GRADUALLY. THAT'S ONLY $5.75 PER WEEKJ 

OR 82¢ PER DAY -- HARDLY THE COST OF A 

PACKAGE OF CIGARETTES
n 

(ALTHOUGH HE DIDN'T 
. . . 

SMOKE). HE TOLD ME THEN TO USE THIS STORY 

THIS MORNING. 

So LET'S BE HONEST ABOUT HOW-WE PLAY OUR 

PART. IF YOU HONESTLY CANNOT INCREASE YOUR 

PLEDGE BECAUSE IT'S GOING TO CAUSE AN EXTREME 

HARDSHIP FOR YOU OR YOUR FAMILY) DON'T DO 

SO -- BUT THAT'S NOT THE CASE FOR MOST OF 

us. 

3. THIRDLY) PLEDGE THOUGHTFULLY! As YOU 

CONSIDER PLAYING YOUR PART AS A MEMBER OF 

THIS CHURCH1 BE CAREFUL OF WHAT I CALL 

"HABIT PLEDGING OR GIVING •. " WHAT THIS 

MEANS IS THAT WE TEND TO PLEDGE OR GIVE 

THE SAME AMOUNT AS LAST YEAR. WE DON'T 

• 



TAKE THE TIME TO REASSESS OUR GIVING. "PUT 

�E DOWN FOR THE SAME AS LAST YEARJ" IS THE 

COMMENT I HEAR THE MOST. THAT'S TAKING 

THE EASY WAY OUT. WE HAVEN'T EVEN THOUGHT 

ABOUT IT. 

AN .ANALYSIS OF OUR PLEDGE RECORDS SHOWS 
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THAT SEVERAL HUNDRED HOUSEHOLDS HAVE NOT 

CHANGED THEIR PLEDGE AT ALL DURING THE LAST 

SIX OR SEVEN YEARS. AND MOST oF· THESE ARE 

NOT INDIVIDUA.LS OR FAMILIES WHO ARE ON A 

FIXED INCOME, THEIR INCOME HAS GONE UP 

DRAMATICALLY� BUT THE HABIT PATTERN OF THEIR 

GIVIN'G HAS NOT CHANGED, THIS MORNING., PLEDGE 
. 

THOUGHTFULLY. DECIDE HOW MUCH YOU ARE GOING 

TO INCREASE YOUR PLEDGE BECAUSE YOU BELIEVE 

IN THE WORK THAT THE CHURCH IS DOING�· AND 

INCREASE YOUR PLEDGE ENOUGH TO MAKE UP FOR 

THE LACK OF INCREASES IN YEARS PAST, 

HERE'S A SUGGESTION TO HELP YOU. TRY 

GIVING OFF THE TOP INSTEAD OF GIVING OFF 

THE BOTTOM. GIVING OFF THE BOTTOM IS THE 

PROCESS OF . GIVING OR PLEDGING TO. THE CHURCH 

AFTER YOU'VE PURCHASED EVERYTHING ELSE YOU 

WANT. GIVING OFF THE TOP MEANS GIVING OR 

PLEDGING TO THE CHURCH BEFORE YOUR OTHER 

SPENDING. You'LL DISCOVER THAT THERE WILL 

BE ENOUGH MONEY LEFT FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS 

TO BE MET, 

� 4. THE MOST IMPORTANT GUIDELINE FOR YOUR 

GIVING IS TO PLEDGE THANKFULLY., WHICH ALSO 
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MEANS TO PLEDGE OR GIVE JOYFULLY! GIVE 

THANKFULLY AND JOYFULLY BECAUSE THE CHURCH 

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT INSTITUTION IN THE 

WORLD. THE BIBLE CALLS THE CHURCH THE "BODY 

0 F CH R I ST . 
II 

THE CHURCH IS THAT COMPANY OF GOD'S PEOPLE 

WHICH PROVIDES THE MORAL LEADERSHIP AMONG 

US. I T  REMINDS US OF OUR CONNECTION WITH 

ONE ANOTHER AND OUR CONNECTION WITH GOD. 

NOTHING ELSE IS MORE IMPO.RTANT THAN THIS 

IN OUR TIME, I N  GIVING TO THE CHURCHJ YOU 

ARE MAKING AN INVESTMENT IN SOMETHING 

ETERNAL. 

JESUS CHRIST PUT IT IN THESE WORDS: "Do 

NOT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES UPON 

EARTHJ WHERE MOTH AND RUST CONSUME AND WHERE 

THIEVES BREAK IN AND STEAL, ·BUT LAY UP FOR 

YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN) WHERE NEITHER 

MOTH NOR RUST CONSUME AND WHERE THIEVES 

DO NOT BREAK IN AND STEAL. FOR WHERE YOUR 

TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART BE ALSO," 

THE LATE LOREN EISELEY, AUTHOR, SCIENTIST, 

NATURALIST, AND NATIVE NEBRASKAN, WAS AN 

INDIVIDUAL WHO LEARNED MANY PROFOUND AND 

PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM THE OBSERVATIONS 

HE MADE IN THE DESERTS) MOUNTAINS, AND 

SEASHORES OF THE WORLD. 

I N  ONE OF HIS ESSAYS, HE TOLD OF VISITING 

THE BEACHES AT A BALMY RESORT. WHILE WALKING 

\ 
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ALONG THE BEACH AT THE HEIGHT OF THE TOURIST 

SEASON) HE NOTICED THE SHORELINE WAS LITTERED 

WITH A VARIETY OF SEA ANIMALS) TOSSED THERE 

BY THE INCOMING TIDE -- SEA ANIMALS AWAITING 

THEIR FATE. THEY CANNOT FIND THEIR WAY 

HOME THROUGH THE SURF� WHICH CASTS THEM 

REPEATEDLY BACK UPON THE SHORE, THE TINY 

BREATHING PORES OF THE STARFISH ARE STUFFED 

WITH SAND. THE RISING'suN CAN SHRIVEL THEIR 

BODIES, BUT HE NOTICED ANOTHER THREAT TO 

THESE STRANDED SEA CREATURES: THE SHELL 

COLLECTORS ) PARTICULARLY AFTER A STORM) 

ENGAGED IN A KIND OF GREEDY MADNESS TO 

OUTCOLLECT THEIR LESS AGGRESSIVE NEIGHBORS. 
HE WATCHED THEM SCRAMBLING ALONG THE BEACH 

AT DAWN WITH BUNDLES OF GATHERED STARFISH) 

HERMIT CRABS) SEA URCHINSJ AND OTHER LIVING 

SHELLS. ARGUING) TOPPLING . OVER EACH OTHER) 

OVERBURDENED) THEY RUSH IN A KIND OF �RENZY 

TO OUTDO EACH OTHER FOR .-THESE FINE SPECIMENS. 

THE SHELL COLLECTORS WOULD THEN BOIL THE 

SHELL ''HOUSE S J ''· OCCUPANTS I NCLUDEDJ IN 

OUTDOOR KETTLES PROVIDED BY THE RESORT 

HOTELS AS A SERVICE TO GUESTS WHO WILL SHOW 

OFF THEIR PROUD COLLECTIONS TO ENV.IOUS 

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS BACK HOME, 

I HAVE· MET AND CONTINUE TO MEET MANY PEOPLE 

WITH THE COLLECTOR'S MORALITY. THEY ARE 

NOT UNIQUE TO THE SEASHORE. THEY ARE IN 

EVE.RY COUNTRY J EVERY CI TY J AND EVERY HOME. 

THEY ARE THE PEOPLE WHO ARE TRYING TO COLLECT 
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LIFE AND OWN HAPPINESS. THEY WANT TO COLLECT 

AND CONSUME, COLLECT.AND CONSUME. THEY 

ACTUALLY BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN TAKE WHAT 

THEY THINK THEY OWN WITH THEM. 

BUT THEN, SAYS EISELEY, ONE DAY ON THE BEACH 

AFTER A STORM, HE MET.A MAN HE CALLED THE 

nSTAR THROWER.n OFF IN THE DISTANCEJ FARTHER 

DOWN THE SHORELINE FROM THE BANDS OF 

BEACHCOMBING TOURISTSJ HE SAW A MAN STARING 

AT SOMETHING IN THE SAND. THEN THE FIGURE 
. 

STOOPED OVER, PICKED SOMETHING UP, AND, 

STANDING AGAIN, THREW AN OBJECT BEYOND THE 

BREAKING SURF. 

EISELEY SAID THAT HE WAL.KEO TOWARD THE MAN, 

AND AS HE WALKED) HE NOTICED THAT THE FIGURE 

AGAIN STOOPED OVER AND PICKED UP AN OBJEC·T 

AND THREW IT BEYOND THE SURF INTO THE SEA. 

As EISELEY GOT CLOSE TO THE MAN, HE ASKED 

HIM WHAT HE WAS DOING, AND TH·E OLD MAN 

REPLIED, " I 'M A STAR THROWER. " 

EXPECTING TO SEE A SAND DOLLAR OR PERHAPS 

A FLAT ROCK LIKE THE ONES WE USED TO SAIL 

ACROSS THE WATER FOR FUN, EISELEY WANTED 

A CLOSER LOOK. THERE HE SAW1 IN A POOL 

OF SAND AND SILTJ A STARFISH WHICH WAS STILL 

ALIVE. AND AGAIN WITH A QUICKJ GENTLE MOVEMENT, 

THE OLD MAN PICKED UP THE STARFISH .AND FLUNG 

IT FAR OUT INTO THE SEA. "I T MAY LIVE," 

HE SAID, "IF THE OFF-SHORE PULL IS STRONG 

ENOUGH, " HERE WAS A HUMAN BEING WHO WAS 
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NOT A COLLECTOR. uTHE STARSJ " HE SAIDJ 

"THROW WELL. ONE CAN HELP THEM. " THEN 

EISELEY REACHED DOWN, PICKED UP A STARFISH) 

AND THREW IT OUT INTO THE SEA TOWARD FREEDOM. 

HE FELT LIKE A GARDENER SOWING -- SOWING 

THE SEEDS OF LIFE. 

AFTER A SLEEPLESS NIGHT> EISELEY SAID HE 

RETURNED TO THE BEACH -- TO JOIN FORCES 

NOT ONLY WITH THE MAN HE HAD WA.TCHED EARLIER) 

BUT TO JOIN FORCES WITH THE ONE WHO IN HOPE 

HAD HURLED THE FIRST STAR INTO THE VASTNESS 

OF OUR UNIVERSE, 

JESUS CHRIST WAS A STAR THROWER. THE CHURCH 

IS TO BE A STAR THROWER. You ARE TO BE 
� STAR THROWERS. JESUS KEPT FLINGING PEOPLE 

BACK INTO LIFEJ HOPING THAT THE DEEP PULL 

• 
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OF GOD -- THE TRUE LIFE FORCE -- WOULD 

CAPTURE THEIR ALLEGIANCE AND LOYALTY. 

THE STAR THROWER
1

S SECRET IS FOR ALL OF 

US TO KNOW AND LIVE BY. LIFE CANNOT BE 

COLLECTED. HAPPINESS CANNOT BE TRAVELLED 

TO) OWNED) EARNED ) WORNJ OR CONSUMED. 

JESUS SAID) ''THos·E WHO SEEK TO SAVE THEIR 
'-

LIVES WILL LOSE THEM) AND THOSE WHO GIVE 

THEIR LIVES AWAY) GIVE THEMSELVES AWAY) 

WILL TRULY FIND AND UNDERSTAND THE MEANING 

OF LIFE,
1
' 

DON'T BE A TOURIST ON THE BEACH OF THIS 

I 



AGE, 

BE A STAR THROWER; JOIN FORCES WITH GOD 

AND LIFE! 
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