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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1933

8@L;ﬂﬂ

"THERE IS HOPE!”

ROMANS 5:1-5
JOHN 3:16-1/

THIS MORNING I WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU ABOUT
CHRISTIAN HOPE. I DO SO BECAUSE I ENCOUNTER

SO MUCH DESPAIR THESE DAYS, ESPECIALLY AMONG

YOUNG PEOPLE.,

THIS DESPAIR HAS A NUMBER OF ROOTS. RECENTLY,
MOST OF US HAVE BEEN READING ABOUT THE

"GREENHOUSE"” EFFECT -- THE FACT THAT THE
EARTH'S TEMPERATURE IS GRADUALLY RISING

AND THAT THIS COULD HAVE SEVERE CONSEQUENCES
FOR THE HUMAN RACE AND ALL LIVING THINGS.

ADDED TO THIS IS THE PREDICTION BY SOME
ECONOMISTS THAT THE FINANCIAL STRUCTURES

OF MUCH OF THE WORLD WIL
COMPLETELY COLLAPSE.

IN THE NEAR FUTURE

THEN, TOO, THERE IS THE EVER-PRESENT THREAT

OF TERRORISM ILLUSTRATED
THE DEATH OF HUNDREDS OF

J

MOST RECENTLY BY

NITED STATES

MARINES IN LEBANON, PLUS MANY MEMBERS OF
THE FRENCH ARMED FORCES AND THEN THE ISRAELI

ARMED FORCES.

AND RIGHT HERE IN LINCOLN, THERE IS DESPAIR
OVER THE FAILURE OF A FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.




BUT ALL OF THIS IS PALE IN COMPARISON TO
THE DESPAIR THAT MANY FEEL BECAUSE OF THE
EVER-PRESENT POSSIBILITY OF NUCLEAR
DESTRUCTION, ALBERT CAMUS HAS WRITTEN THAT
"THE 1/TH CENTURY WAS THE CENTURY OF
MATHEMATICS, THE 18TH THAT OF THE PHYSICAL
SCIENCES, AND THE 19TH THAT OF BIOLOGY,

OUR 20TH CENTURY IS THE CENTURY OF FEAR.”

SINCE THE FIRST COMBAT USE OF AN ATOMIC

WEAPON AT HIROSHIMA, JAPAN, ON AUGUST 6,

1945, THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD HAVE LIVED

WITH THE FEARS OF THE NUCLEAR AGE. DEADLY
WEAPONS LOOM OVER HUMANITY LIKE GREAT

CLENCHED FISTS, SHAPING THE CHARACTER OF
NATIONS AND TROUBLING INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY.,
THE THREAT OF ANNIHILATION THROUGH NUCLEAR
WAR HAS INFLUENCED -- CONSCIOUSLY AND
UNCONSCIOUSLY -- ENTIRE GENERATIONS,

COLORING THEIR ATTITUDES TOWARD THE FUTURE,
FAMILY, MARRIAGE, WORK, TIME, LEISURE, AND
DEATH. FOR 38 YEARS PEOPLE HAVE ASKED,

"WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO US IF THERE IS A NUCLEAR

WAR?”

RESEARCH CONDUCTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF
THE AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION REVEALS
THAT AT LEAST 40% OF AMERICAN CHILDREN HAVE

HEARD ABOUT NUCLEAR WEAPONS BEFORE AGE 127.

STUDIES ALSO REPORT THAT MANY OF THESE YOUNG
PEOPLE ARE DEEPLY WORRIED ABOUT THE THREAT
OF NUCLEAR ANNIHILATION,




NEXT SUNDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 20, A SPECIAL
TELEVISION PROGRAM WILL BE SHOWN ACROSS

THE COUNTRY CALLED “THE DAY AFTER . . .”

IT WILL DEPICT THE EFFECTS OF A NUCLEAR
STRIKE ON KANSAS CITY AND THE SURROUNDING
AREA., IT IS NOT THE PURPOSE OF THAT
TELEVISION PROGRAM TO BRING US TO MORE
DESPAIR, NOR IS IT MY PURPOSE THIS MORNING
TO ADD TO OUR DESPAIR, RATHER IT IS MY
PURPOSE THROUGH OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH TO SPEAK
WORDS OF HOPE SO THAT WE CAN DEAL CREATIVELY
WITH OUR DESPAIR. BUT HOPE CANNOT COME

TO US UNLESS WE AT FIRST FACE OUR DESPAIR,
RATHER THAN ATTEMPT TO COVER IT UP.

SOMEONE HAS WRITTEN THAT OF ALL THE DANGERS
FACING US -- NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST, ENVIRONMENTAL
DESTRUCTION, HUMAN OPPRESSION -- THE GREATEST
DANGER LIES IN OUR DENIAL OF THEM. THIS
DENIAL, EVIDENT IN OUR DOGGED ADDICTION

TO LIFE AS USUAL, STEMS NOT FROM INDIFFERENCE,
BUT FROM DREAD. T[HE MORE WE REPRESS THIS
DREAD, THE MORE IT CRIPPLES OUR CAPACITY

TO RESPOND AND THE MORE IT BLOCKS HOPE.

[ BEGIN THIS MORNING WITH THE ASSUMPTION
THAT EVERYONE IS OPPOSED TO NUCLEAR WAR,
EVERYONE WANTS TO PREVENT DEATH, DESTRUCTION,
CHAOS, AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL HAVOC THAT

A NUCLEAR CONFRONTATION WOULD BRING TO THE
EARTH., BUT RATHER THAN TALK ABOUT THEIR
NUCLEAR ANXIETIES, MANY ADULTS TRY TO AVOID




CHILDREN. YET THE FEAR OF NUCLEAR WAR SO
DOMINATES OUR TIMES THAT WE MUST FACE THE
ISSUE.

HOW CAN TALKING ABOUT SUCH ISSUES OPENLY
HELP US? HOW CAN FACING SUCH ISSUES LEAD
TO HOPE?

[ BELIEVE THAT DEEP DOWN WE ARE CONNECTED
WITH EACH OTHER. OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH
UNDERSCORES THIS. IN FACT, EVERYTHING IN

CREATION IS INTER-CONNECTED, AND ALL IS
RELATED TO Gob. BUT WE HAVE SO MUCH

DIFFICULTY UNDERSTANDING THIS,

IN A SCIENCE FICTION WORK, RULE GOLDEN,
DAMON KNIGHT WIPES VIOLENCE FROM THE FACE
OF THE EARTH BY HAVING EVERY AGENT FEEL
IN HIS OR HER OWN BODY ANY PHYSICAL BLOW
HE OR SHE DELIVERS: KICK A DOG AND FEEL
THE BOOT IN YOUR OWN RIB; COMMIT MURDER
AND DIE YOURSELF, SIMILARLY, STROKING
ANOTHER IN LOVE RESULTS IN THE PHYSICAL
FEELING OF BEING LOVINGLY STROKED. THIS

THE SUBJECT ALTOGETHER —-- ESPECIALLY AROUND

KIND OF ACTION AND REACTION WOULD CERTAINLY

TEACH US HOW INTER-CONNECTED WE ARE IN THIS

WORLD ,

THE FACT IS THAT WHEN WE HARM OTHERS, WE
AT THE SAME TIME HARM OURSELVES, BUT THE
EFFECT IS NOT EXPERIENCED AS SUDDENLY AS



IN THE SCIENCE FICTION STORY. AND NOW,
OF COURSE, THE NEW FACT IS THAT IF ONE
~ COUNTRY USES NUCLEAR WEAPONS, IT WILL
AFFECT US, AS WELL AS EVERYONE, WE ARE
INTER-CONNECTED IN A WAY WE NEVER THOUGHT
POSSIBLE. WE ARE INTER-CONNECTED FOR
DESTRUCTION.

WHEN WE BEGIN TO TALK WITH ONE ANOTHER AND
CARE FOR OTHERS, WE ACT OUT THIS CONNECTION
IN A POSITIVE WAY, AND THEN HOPE BEGINS

TO GROW, HOPE IS NOT SINGULAR, BUT GROWS

OUT OF OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH ONE ANOTHER
AND WITH GOD.,

| SO, WHEN WE BEGIN OPENLY AND HONESTLY TALKING

~— ABOUT OUR FEARS AND OUR DESPAIR WITH ONE
ANOTHER, WE CREATE THE CONDITIONS UNDER
WHICH HOPE CAN GROW,

WITH THIS IN MIND, LET’S LOOK MORE CLOSELY
AT WHAT IS THE GROUND OF OUR HOPE,

1., FIRST OF ALL, NOTE THAT HOPE HAS
NOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO WITH OPTIMISM,

IN FACT, THE PERSON WHO SAID, "I USED TO
BE AN INCURABLE OPTIMIST, BUT NOW ['M
CURED" -- THAT INDIVIDUAL IS READY FOR
HOPE. FOR HOPE IS WHAT'S STILL THERE WHEN
ALL OUR WORST FEARS HAVE BEEN REALIZED AND

~ FACED.



THAT'S WHAT THE APOSTLE PAUL IS SAYING IN
HIS LETTER TO THE ROMANS., HE BEGINS BY
CONTRADICTING OUR PREVALENT IMPRESSION THAT
HOPE IS DEPENDENT ON HOPEFUL CIRCUMSTANCES,
YET THAT'S A COMMON IMPRESSION -- THAT OUR
HOPEFULNESS IS LIKE A THERMOMETER: THINGS
ARE HOPEFUL, SO WE ARE HOPEFUL; THINGS LOOK
BAD, SO WE LOSE OUR HOPE., BUT PAUL, AT

THE VERY POINT WHERE THINGS LOOK BAD, BEGINS
HIS ROAD TO HOPE,

LISTEN AGAIN TO PART OF WHAT HE SAID:

"SUFFERING PRODUCES ENDURANCE, AND
ENDURANCE PRODUCES CHARACTER, AND CHARACTER

PRODUCES HOPE, AND HOPE DOES NOT DISAPPOINT
US, BECAUSE (GOD’S LOVE HAS BEEN POURED INTO
OUR HEARTS THROUGH THE HoOLY SPIRIT WHICH
HAS BEEN GIVEN TO US."”

PAUL BEGINS WITH SUFFERING OR TROUBLE; FROM
THAT WE LEARN ENDURANCE; OUT OF THAT WE
BUILD CHARACTER; AND FROM THAT WE WIN HOPE,

ALL OF US KNOW THAT WE DO NOT LEARN ENDURANCE
FROM FACING EASY SITUATIONS, BUT IN ADVERSITY.
SO WHEN WE MEET ADVERSE CONDITIONS WITH
ENDURANCE, WE BUILD CHARACTER AND BECOME

THE KIND OF PEOPLE WHO CONFRONT HOPEFULLY

EVEN DESPERATE CIRCUMSTANCES., THUS, OUR
CHRISTIAN FAITH DOES NOT DEFINE HOPE AS

A MOOD, CAUGHT FROM THE FAVORABLE ASPECT

OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, BUT A QUALITY OF

CHARACTER CALLED OUT WHEN MOST NEEDED,




PERHAPS THERE IS NOT MUCH HOPE TODAY AMONG
MANY PEOPLE BECAUSE OF A MISUNDERSTANDING

OF THE NATURE OF HOPE AND ITS SOURCE,

POPULAR MOODS IN OUR COUNTRY CHANGE LIKE

A WEATHER VANE, VEERING WITH EVERY CHANGE

IN THE WIND -- NOW OVER-OPTIMISTIC, NOW
OVER-GLOOMY. "WE'RE IN A RECESSION!" "WE'RE
IN A RECOVERY.” ALMOST DAILY PEOPLE LISTEN
TO THE NEWS AND THEN DECIDE WHETHER TO BE
HOPEFUL OR NOT.

THE DAILY STOCK MARKET AVERAGES SHOW THIS

DRAMATICALLY., ANY UPSET IN THE POLITICAL
SCENE OR THE ECONOMIC REALM OR A PREDICTION

OF BAD NEWS CAN CAUSE THE MARKET TO PLUNGE
SUDDENLY OR RISE SUDDENLY., BUT CHRISTIAN
HOPE BEGINS WHEN WE BEGIN TO ACT OUT OUR
CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER. IT DOES NOT DEPEND
ON OTHER OUTWARD CIRCUMSTANCES.

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT OF THE BIBLE, THE
PROPHET JEREMIAH SHOWED THE PEOPLE OF

[ SRAEL WHAT HOPE IS ALL ABOUT. THE ENEMY
WAS AT THE GATE OF JERUSALEM., THE CITY

WAS ABOUT TO FALL., THE PEOPLE WERE HUNGRY
AND SICK. JEREMIAH HIMSELF WAS IN JAIL,
YET UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, JEREMIAH BOUGHT
A FIELD AS A SIGN OF HIS CONFIDENCE THAT
THIS PEOPLE, THIS WORLD, HAD A FUTURE UNDER
GoD. JEREMIAH TOOK SOME ACTION. HE LIVED
OUT HIS HOPE. EVERY SIGNIFICANT THING THAT
EVER HAS BEEN DONE ON THIS EARTH WAS ONCE

A HOPE, AND IT WAS A HOPE THAT INSPIRED
ACTION,




WE CAN FILL OUR TIME WITH DESPAIR OR
SUPERFICIAL OPTIMISM, BUT THAT IS NOT
ENOUGH, DESPAIR BY ITSELF CAN RUIN US,

AND SUPERFICIAL OPTIMISM COLLAPSES. [ WORRY
ABOUT PEOPLE WHO RETREAT INTO THEMSELVES
AND SAY NOTHING CAN BE DONE ABOUT THE
PROBLEMS THAT FACE US. | WORRY EQUALLY
ABOUT THOSE WHO SAY NOT TO WORRY AND REFUSE
TO DEAL WITH SUCH ISSUES AS FINDING NEW
WAYS TO LIVE IN PEACE, THOSE WHO REFUSE

TO TAKE ANY ACTION,

2. [THIS LEADS US TO OUR SECOND MAIN POINT
ABOUT HOPE. JEREMIAH COULD TAKE SUCH ACTION

BECAUSE HE BELIEVED THIS IS GOD’S WORLD

AND THAT, BEING SO, IT IS NEVER HOPELESS.
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN PUTS IT PLAINLY: NOT
ONLY IS THIS GOD'S WORLD, BUT “GOD SO LOVED
THE WORLD THAT GOD GAVE HIS SON."” St. PAUL
PUT IT ANOTHER WAY IN OUR TEXT BY SAYING,
"HOPE DOES NOT DISAPPOINT US BECAUSE (GOD’S
LOVE HAS BEEN POURED INTO OUR HEARTS.”

WE BELIEVE THAT (GOD WANTS PEOPLE WILLINGLY
TO DO THE DIVINE WILL, BUT WE ALSO BELIEVE
EVEN MORE STRONGLY THAT OVER THE LONG STRETCH
OF HISTORY, GOD'S WILL WILL BE DONE -- IF
NOT BY US, THEN IN SPITE OF US., THE WORLD

OF SUCH A GOD CAN NEVER BE HOPELESS.

BUT ALSO REMEMBER THAT HAVING HOPE IN GOD
AND IN OUR WORKING WITH GOD TO CREATE A

BETTER WORLD MEANS WE NEED TO DROP OUR TRUST




IN FALSE GODS. T0 MAKE ROOM FOR (GOD, WE
HAVE TO BE RID OF ALL ILLUSIONS THAT WE
CAN SAVE OURSELVES OR ANYONE ELSE IN THIS
WORLD WITH OUR OWN POWER,

IN OTHER WORDS, IF WE PLACE ALL OUR TRUST

IN MILITARY POWER OR WEAPONS OF DESTRUCTION
TO SAVE OUR WORLD, OUR HOPE WILL BE GROUNDED
ON A FALSE FOUNDATION. ON THE OTHER HAND,
IF OUR HOPE IS IN GOD, THEN WE KNOW THAT

WE DON'T HAVE TO SUFFER HISTORY; WE CAN

MAKE HISTORY. WE DON’'T HAVE TO BE DESTROYED

BY THE PREDICTABLE FUTURE; WE CAN CREATE
A PREFERABLE ONE. BUT ONLY IF WE FALL TO

OUR KNEES OUT OF A SENSE OF NO OTHER PLACE
TO GO,

THERE IS HOPE! AN OLD SAYING GOES THIS

WAY: “WHERE THERE IS LIFE, THERE IS HOPE.”
HOWEVER, A DEEPER TRUTH EMERGES WHEN WE
REVERSE THAT STATEMENT: “WHILE THERE IS

HOPE, THERE IS LIFE.” AN oOLD JEWISH TRADITION
HELD THAT GOD WOULD SAVE A CERTAIN CITY

IF ONLY 10 RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE COULD BE FOUND

IN IT,

I BELIEVE TODAY THAT THE WORLD CAN BE SAVED
IF THERE ARE SOME OF US WHO HAVE HOPE AND
BASE THAT HOPE ON (GOD AND ON LEARNING TO
CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER, AND THAT CARING HAS
TO INCLUDE THOSE WE VIEW AS OUR ENEMIES.,

AS WELL AS OUR FRIENDS. AMEN,




