Sunday, August 14, 1983 
GOD’S PLEASURE
Luke 12:32-34


Text: Luke 12:31 — “Fear not, little flock, for it is God’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.”

“Fear not!” “Do not be afraid!” It’s amazing how frequently these words are spoken by Jesus, not only to his disciples, but to other people with whom he came in contact. In the Old Testament, too, these words are heard time after time, and when they are quoted, God is the source.

What is it that the disciples were so afraid of?

What is it that we are so afraid of? We have all kinds of fears. Some are helpful and protect us, and others are damaging.

Sometimes our fears mount up over trivia, and at other times our fears are grounded in terrifying realities that paralyze our mind, body, and spirit.

In the case of the disciples in this story, I think their main fear was fear of the future. They could see the opposition to Jesus was growing, especially among the religious leaders. They had given up much to become disciples. What about the future? Theirs was a fear of the unknown.

Furthermore, I’m sure that their fear of the unknown, their fear of the future, was linked to a more basic fear — the fear that God would not continue to love and care for them. It’s a fear many of us have known.

In fact, it is one of the most ancient and persistent fears of all. It is tied to the belief that we must somehow earn God’s love and favor. It is the most persistent heresy in the history of the Christian faith, and its roots are to be found within the history of the Jewish religion, as well. Unfortunately, this heresy that God’s love has to be earned is alive and flourished today.

Many times within the Christian church this false doctrine, which causes the wrong kind of fear, is stated in another way by implying that God loves some people more than others because they are more religious than the rest of us. This is the message of the self-righteous.

It’s not too difficult to understand why this mistaken belief has been and still is so persistent. If you believe that by performing certain religious duties or by belonging to the right church you can gain God’s acceptance and favor, then you can make yourself better than others.

And, of course, the churches which promote this heresy use it to gain power for themselves. If one can gain God’s favor and love through performing certain rules, and if the church is the institution which defines and proscribes and interprets those duties and requirements, then the church has a monopoly on salvation.

But if all people have direct access to God as Jesus taught, and if God loves and accepts all people, no matter who they are or what church they attend or what kinds of sins they have committed or what mistakes they have made, that’s a different kind of God. Then all of us are equal in God’s eyes because God loves us all equally. So the person in prison is loved by God as much as the most respected citizen in town.

Then, too, the church is in reality a different kind of institution. It is not a business with a monopoly on salvation, or getting people to heaven or condemning them to hell, or with a monopoly on God’s love. Rather, the church is a community of people who have accepted God’s love, people who are open to God’s power and want to tell others and include others in this community of joy and forgiveness. Then the church becomes inclusive, rather than exclusive.

Here is a different concept of God. Jesus revealed a God who makes the sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain on the just and the unjust. There is no place where God is not. God’s love continually surrounds us and dwells within us, whether we know it or not.

Thus, Jesus said to the disciples in our scripture test for today, “Fear not, little flock, for it is God’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.” It is God’s good pleasure to give. We know what it means to yield something to another person grudgingly, or to give away something in an anxious mood, wondering whether or not we are ever going to get it back. But think of these beautiful words which describe God’s giving to all of us: It is God’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. Giving freely is in the very nature of God. God cannot help but give and forgive, for God is love.

It’s another way of saying that it is God’s pleasure to give each one of us all that is good and necessary for our living. This is also to say that all of creation, life itself, is a gift — a gift from a life-loving, life-sharing, life-enjoying Creator.

You do not have to do anything to earn God’s favor. Therefore, you need not fear, You can trust God completely. You already have God’s love and acceptance and forgiveness. You only have to accept it and be open to it. You are beloved of God simply because you exist. In fact, you can be described as the activity of God living itself out into expression as you.

All of this is what we call God’s grace. The word “grace” is a way of defining the activity of God’s love which works for us and in us constantly. So we can say, “By the grace of God, no matter how much you know you have done wrong, no matter how many mistakes and failures are a part of your life, you are still loved and forgiven and accepted by God.” God’s grace is not something you have to work for. You can’t stop it or start it. It simply is.

So we can see why Jesus said so often, “Fear not! Do not be afraid! It is God’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.”

This morning, then, as you receive the elements of Holy Communion, simply accept the face that you are accepted and loved by God, no matter how unremarkable or unworthy you might feel. God invites you to this banquet. You are accepted and loved and forgiven. This meal testifies to God’s grace.

“Fear not, little flock, for it is God’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom.” Amen. 
