SUNDAY, JUNE 5,
<2359L- [

"BEWARE THE CHASM”

LUKE 16:19-31

"THERE WAS A RICH MAN, WHO WAS CLOTHED

IN PURPLE AND FINE LINEN AND WHO FEASTED
SUMPTUOUSLY EVERY DAY.” THE RICH MAN DIED,
IF YOU EVER HAVE TO WRITE AN OBITUARY FOR
SOMEONE WHO DIED, TRY TO EXPRESS IN A

SINGLE SENTENCE THAT WHICH WAS MOST

CHARACTERISTIC OF THAT PERSON. YOU MIGHT

SAY, FOR EXAMPLE, “HE WAS A GOOD FATHER."

OR "SHE WAS A GOOD MOTHER.,"” OR "SHE WAS

A CIVIC LEADER,” OR "SHE WAS THE MOST KIND

PERSON I EVER MET.”

NOW JUST IMAGINE THAT IN THIS PARABLE WE
HAVE A SITUATION WHERE THERE IS NOTHING
THAT CAN BE SAID ABOUT A PERSON EXCEPT
THAT HE WAS A RICH MAN AND THAT HE FEASTED

SUMPTUOUSLY EVERY DAY AND THAT HE POSSESSED

1985

A MAGNIFICENT WARDROBE. NOTHING ELSE IMPRESSED

ITSELF ON THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO KNEW HIM.
IT WAS DIFFICULT TO FIND ANYTHING TO SAY
ABOUT HIM WHEN HE DIED EXCEPT, "HE WAS

A RICH MAN.,”



IT REMINDS ME OF THE STORY OF THE MAN WHO
LIVED IN A SMALL TOWN, AND THIS MAN WAS

SO BAD, THAT WHEN HE DIED, THE RELATIVES
COULD NOT FIND A MINISTER OR PRIEST IN

THAT TOWN TO SPEAK AT HIS FUNERAL. EACH
PERSON WHO WAS ASKED REFUSED, BECAUSE IT
WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY ANYTHING POSITIVE
ABOUT THE ONE WHO DIED. FINALLY, AFTER

AN EXHAUSTIVE SEARCH, A MINISTER IN A
NEIGHBORING TOWN AGREED TO SPEAK AT THE

FUNERAL. HIgs MESSAGE. HOWEVER. WAS VERY

BRIEF. ALL HE SAID WAS, "HIS BROTHER WAS

WORSE !

IN THE PARABLE OF DIVES AND LAZARUS,
HOWEVER, JESUS DID NOT CONDEMN THE RICH
MAN, DIVES, FOR HIS WEALTH. NOR DOES JESUS
IMPLY THAT DIVES WAS TO BLAME FOR LAZARUS'
MISERY, POVERTY, AND DISEASE. IT WAS
SIMPLY THE WAY THINGS WERE. JESUS WAS
DESCRIBING A SITUATION THAT IS PRESENT

IN EVERY TIME. THERE ARE RICH AND THERE
ARE POOR. [THERE ARE THE HEALTHY AND THERE

ARE THE SICK. T[THERE ARE THE INTELLIGENT

AND THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE NOT SO

INTELLIGENT. [THERE ARE THOSE WHO GET ALL



HE GOOD BREAKS AND THOSE WHO SEEM TO BE

MOSTLY UNLUCKY. THE LIFE OF LAZARUS WAS

NOTHING BUT A MISERABLE EXPERIENCE, WHILE
THE LIFE OF DIVES WENT ON AS USUAL, WITH
HIM DOING THE THINGS HE LIKED TO DO. DIVES
“WAS NOT AN EVIL PERSON, HE WAS NOT THE
KIND WHO FORECLOSED ON WIDOWS AND ORPHANS
OR WHO SOUGHT SPECIAL TAX LEGISLATION TO
PROTECT HIS FORTUNE OR WHO EXPLOITED HIS

EMPLOYEES OR WHO MADE ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN

CONTRIBUTIONS,

THE PARABLE DOES IMPLY, HOWEVER, THAT IF
ONE’'S WHOLE LIFE IS ABSORBED IN HIS OR
HER WEALTH, OR HOWEVER ELSE ONE IS RICH,

THAT PERSON IS LIKELY TO BE CONSTANTLY
AMUSING HIMSELF IN ORDER TO PREVENT HIMSELF

FROM SEEING THAT RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO WHERE
HE LIVES THERE IS ANOTHER WORLD, THE WORLD
OF THE SLUMS WITH LAZARUS AND HIS SORES
AND HIS FILTHY RAGS.

LET'S LOOK AT LAZARUS FOR A MOMENT. THE

NAME “LAZARUS"” MEANS “GOD IS MY HELPER."”

ALTHOUGH LAZARUS WAS POOR, THE PARABLE

IS NOT ABOUT THE BLESSINGS OF POVERTY ANY

MORE THAN IT IS ABOUT THE CURSE OF RICHES.,



IT WAS NOT RICHES IN THEMSELVES THAT BROUGHT
DIVES TO HELL, NOR WAS IT POVERTY THAT

BROUGHT LAZARUS TO HEAVEN.

LAZARUS, IN HIS MISERY AND POVERTY, COULD
HAVE BECOME VERY BITTER. AFFLICTION CAN
TEACH US TO PRAY, BUT IT CAN ALSO TEACH

US TO CURSE. FURTHERMORE, WHEN THE BIBLE
SPEAKS OF POVERTY, IT DOES NOT NECESSARILY
HAVE TO DO WITH LACK OF MONEY. THE POOR

IN THE BIBLE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NO ABILITIES,
NO ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO BOAST OF -- THEY

ARE PEOPLE WHO LIVE ON THE FRINGE OF LIFE
AND WHO ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF HELP.

I[F YOU HAVE EVER HAD THE EXPERIENCE IN
WHICH ALL OF YOUR USUAL SECURITIES WERE
PULLED OUT FROM UNDER YOU, THEN PERHAPS
YOU HAVE ALSO HAD THE EXPERIENCE OF LEARNING
THAT IT IS PRECISELY IN THESE SITUATIONS
THAT THE BLESSING AND GUARDING OF GOD ARE
NEAREST JUST AT THE POINT WHEN WE COULD

NO LONGER RELY UPON OUR USUAL SECURITIES,
THEN WE KNOW THAT GOD GIVES HIS LOVE TO
EVERY HUMAN BEING WHO STANDS BEFORE HIM
WITH EMPTY HANDS. WE ARE ACCEPTED. AND
SO LAZARUS HAD NOTHING IN LIFE EXCEPT THIS



ONE THING, THAT HE COULD COUNT ON THE MERCY

AND LOVE OF (oD,

BoTH DIVES AND LAZARUS DIED. THE SAME
END COMES TO ALL OF US, RICH OR POOR,
HEALTHY OR MISERABLE. BUT NOW THE TABLES
ARE TURNED. LAZARUS WAS CARRIED BY THE
ANGELS TO ABRAHAM’S BOSOM., THAT'S THE
BIBLE'S WAY OF SAYING THAT HE WAS IN
PARADISE, THAT HE WAS WITH GOD TOTALLY.

BUuT DIVES, TO HIS OWN SHOCK AND AMAZEMENT,
FOUND HIMSELF A LONG WAY OFF. HE WAS IN

TORMENT., THE TORMENT WAS MADE WORSE BY
THE FACT THAT NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME,

HE SEES AFAR OFF, AND LAZARUS IS NO LONGER
MISERABLE AND COVERED WITH SORES,

DIVES WAS IN UTTER LONELINESS. HE WAS
ABLE TO CONCEAL THIS IN LIFE. TO SEE THIS
IS REALLY WHAT HELL IS. FOR TO BE IN HELL
SIMPLY MEANS TO BE UTTERLY SEPARATED FROM
GOD AND FROM OTHERS, BUT IN SUCH A WAY
THAT ONE IS COMPELLED TO SEE THAT, JUST

AS A THIRSTY PERSON SEES A SPRING OF WATER
FROM WHICH HE DARE NOT DRINK. THIS IS

HELL: TO BE FORCED TO SEE THE GLORY OF

GoD, BUT HAVE NO ACCESS TO IT.



WHILE WE ARE ALIVE HERE AND NOW, WE ARE
OFTEN ABLE TO HIDE OURSELVES FROM OUR TRUE
CONDITION, BUT THERE COMES A TIME WHEN

ALL WE HAVE HIDDEN IS REVEALED.

DIVES, THE RICH MAN, NOW IS AWARE OF MUCH
THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF IN LIFE. ACCORDING
TO THE PARABLE, HE YELLED TO ABRAHAM OFF
IN THE DISTANCE, “FATHER ABRAHAM, PLEASE,
I NEED A DRINK OF WATER. JSEND MY OLD

FRIEND LAZARUS OVER TO COOL MY TONGUE."”
AND ABRAHAM SAID, IN EFFECT, "SON, YouU

DON'T SEEM TO HAVE GOTTEN THE IDEA YET.
LAZARUS ISN'T RUNNING ANY MORE ERRANDS

FOR YOU. IN FACT, EVEN IF HE WANTED TO,
HE COULDN'T, FOR, YOU SEE, THERE'S A GREAT
CHASM THAT HAS COME BETWEEN HIM AND YOU,
AND NOW IT CANNOT BE CROSSED IN EITHER
DIRECTION."

DIVES COULDN'T BELIEVE IT. "“IT’S NOT FAIR.
NoBoDY TOLD ME! I WASN'T WARNED! AT LEAST,
THEN, SEND LAZARUS BACK TO LIFE TO WARN

MY BROTHERS ABOUT THE CHASM. THEY DON'T
KNOW ANY MORE THAN [ KNEW.” ABRAHAM
REPLIED, “THEY HAVE ALREADY BEEN TOLD,

BUT HAVEN'T LISTENED, JUST AS YOU DID NOT



LISTEN, T[HE MESSAGE WAS THERE ALL THE

TIME., AND IF YOU DIDN'T HEAR THE MESSAGE

THEN, AND IF THEY DON'T HEAR THE MESSAGE
NOW, NEITHER WILL THEY BE CONVINCED IF
SOMEONE SHOULD RETURN FROM THE DEAD AND
TRY TO WARN THEM. ALL THE TIME THE CHASM
HAS BEEN FORMING THE SEPARATION, AND YOU
JUST WOULDN'T FACE IT.”

SO THE PARABLE MAKES TWO MAIN POINTS FOR

US HERE AND NOW, JUST AS IT DID WHEN JESUS
TOLD IT TO THOSE AROUND HIM.

1. THE FIRST IS A WARNING ABOUT CHASMS
THAT CAN FORM BETWEEN US AND OTHERS WHO

ARE DIFFERENT FROM US. AND IT'S NOT JUST
ABOUT THE CHASM THAT SO OFTEN COMES BETWEEN
THE RICH AND THE POOR, ALTHOUGH THAT IS

CERTAINLY INCLUDED.,

NEARLY A CENTURY AGO, ANDREW CARNEGIE SAID,
“"THE MILLIONAIRES ARE THE BEES THAT MADE
THE MOST HONEY AND CONTRIBUTE MOST TO THE

HIVE, EVEN AFTER THEY HAVE GORGED THEMSELVES

FULL . . . OH, THESE GRAND IMMUTABLE,
ALL-WISE LAWS OF NATURAL FORCES, HOW
PERFECTLY THEY WOULD WORK IF HUMAN



LEGISLATORS WOULD ONLY LET THEM ALONE.”
THAT'’S A CHASM., IT’'S LIKE SAYING, "WE
HAVE IT; WE DESERVE IT. LET US ALONE.

WE KNOW WHAT'’S BEST FOR OURSELVES AND FOR
EVERYBODY,"”

IN A SIMILAR VEIN, GEORGE F. BAER, PRESIDENT
OF THE READING RAILROAD, SAID, "THE RIGHTS

AND INTERESTS OF THE LABORING MAN WILL
BE PROTECTED AND CARED FOR BY THE CHRISTIAN

MEN TO WHOM GOD IN HIS INFINITE WISDOM
HAS GIVEN CONTROL OF THE PROPERTY INTERESTS

IN THIS COUNTRY.”

BEWARE THE cHASM! S0 EASY IT IS FOR ANY

ONE OF US TO THINK THAT WE HAVE IT AND

WE DESERVE IT AND WE ARE IN CONTROL., AND
WE BEGIN DIGGING A CHASM BETWEEN OURSELVES
AND OTHERS WHOM WE ARE CERTAIN ARE LESS

DESERVING THAN WE.,

THE PARABLE WARNS US THAT IN ONE WAY OR
ANOTHER, MOST OF US ARE RICH, AND THEREFORE
AT SOME POINT IN OUR LIVES WE, TOO, FACE
THE QUESTION OF WHETHER WE ALSO DESPISE

OUR BROTHER LAZARUS AND IN OUR THINKING

AND ACTION BANISH HIM TO THE BACK DOOR.,



OUT OF SIGHT., AND THE CHASM BEGINS TO FORM,

SOME TIME AGO, JOHN ERLICHMAN, ONE OF NIXON'S
CHIEF ADVISORS AND WHO NOW LIVES A TOTALLY
DIFFERENT KIND OF LIFE IN NEwW MEXIcCO,

TALKED ABOUT THE CHASM THAT EXISTS BETWEEN
THE PROTECTED LIFE OF THE WASHINGTON
POLITICAN AND THE PEOPLE HE IS SUPPOSED

TO REPRESENT. HE THEREFORE SUGGESTED THAT
SUCH THINGS AS LIMOUSINES AND CHAUFFEURS

AND SPECIAL DINING ROOMS AND OTHER PRIVILEGES
BE CANCELED, HE POINTED OUT THAT THOSE

IN POWER TOO EASILY GET INSULATED FROM
THE REST OF THE PEOPLE, AND A CHASM FORMS
THAT CANNOT BE CROSSED,

BUT NOW LET'S TALK ABOUT US. [ CANNOT
SPEAK FOR WHAT GOES ON INSIDE OF YOU, BUT

I DO KNOW THAT FOR ME, AT LEAST, THERE

ARE ALL MANNER OF KINDS OF LIFE-STYLES,
CATEGORIES OF PROBLEMS, TYPES OF PEOPLE,
SOCIAL OR CULTURAL GROUPS THAT IN SUBTLE,
RATIONALIZED WAYS GET THE CHASM TREATMENT;
THE GAP BEGINS TO FORM BETWEEN ME AND THEM.,
I DON'T WANT TO SEE THEM., [ DON'T WANT

TO ADMIT THAT THEY ARE HUMAN BEINGS., |

FIND IT DIFFICULT TO IDENTIFY WITH THEM.
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[ DON'T WANT TO UNDERSTAND THEIR PROBLEMS

OR THEIR MISERY.

WE EACH PROBABLY HAVE OUR SPECIAL VICTIMS,
BUT SOME OF THE MORE POPULAR ONES ARE THE
ONES THAT MAKE US LIVID WITH ANGER, AND
WE WISH THEY WOULD DISAPPEAR AND NOT BE
CONSTANT REMINDERS TO US OF THE INJUSTICE
IN SOCIETY: MILITANT BLACKS, MILITANT
INDIANS, MILITANT FEMINISTS, DRUG USERS,

CHRONIC WELFARE RECIPIENTS, THE CRIPPLED,
THE AGED, THE INFIRM, THE MENTALLY TILL.

BEWARE THE CHASM!

IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, EACH ONE OF US HAS

POOR LAZARUS LYING AT OUR DOOR, AND WE
TRY TO AVOID HIM. WE ARE AFRAID TO COME

TOO CLOSE IN TOUCH WITH MISERY. IT MIGHT

RUB OFF ON US. EVERY FORM OF SEGREGATION

THAT WE PRACTICE HELPS TO FORM CHASMS THAT
ONE DAY ARE DIFFICULT TO BRIDGE -- BLACKS

IN SLAVERY, INDIANS ON RESERVATIONS,

BEWARE THE CHASM! EVERYTHING THAT MAKES

OUR LIFE SPACIOUS AND FASCINATING -- OUR
MONEY, OUR VITALITY, OUR HAPPY TEMPERAMENT,

THE FACT THAT WE ARE RESPECTED -- CAN COME



BETWEEN US AND THOSE WE CONSIDER LESS
FORTUNATE, AND IT CAN, THEREFORE, COME

BETWEEN US AND GOD.,

WHAT WE TRY TO AVOID, WHAT WE DON'T WANT
TO KNOW, CAN HURT US. WHAT WE REFUSE TO
LOOK AT AND DEAL WITH DIMINISHES US AND
ERODES OUR HUMANITY. MOST OF US DON'T
WANT TO KNOW WHAT GOES ON IN THE PRISONS
AND JAILS AND JUVENILE INSTITUTIONS OF

OUR COUNTRY. KEEP LAZARUS AT THE BACK
DOOR., OUT OF SIGHT! HE ISN’T OUR CONCERN.

YET THE FACT IS THAT WHAT WE ARE UNWILLING
TO FACE AND TO TRY TO UNDERSTAND AND ARE
ALL TOO WILLING TO DISMISS IS, IN ALL
LIKELIHOOD, THAT WHICH WE MOST NEED TO

UNDERSTAND. BEWARE THE CHASM!

SELF-RIGHTEOUS RELIGION CAN CAUSE DEEP
CHASMS, PEOPLE WHO ARE CERTAIN THEY HAVE
ALL THE ANSWERS AND THAT THEIR WAY IS THE
ONLY WAY SOON DIG DEEP CANYONS BETWEEN

THEMSELVES AND OTHERS.

CHASMS CAN FORM IN MANY WAYS, THERE ARE
PEOPLE REACHING OUT FOR HELP, AND WE

SOMETIMES MISS THEM, IN THE CHURCH I

11



12
SERVE IN LINCOLN, WE HAVE “PRAYER REQUEST"
CARDS AVAILABLE IN THE CARD HOLDERS IN
THE PEWS. OSOME OF THE REQUESTS WE RECEIVE

ON THESE SHOW HOW MUCH PEOPLE ARE REACHING
OUT. HERE ARE TWO RECENT EXAMPLES:

“YOU DO NOT KNOW US. BUT MY DAUGHTERS
AND I HAVE PROBLEMS., WE JUST MOVED HERE
FROM OUT OF TOWN. MY OLDEST IS ON PROBATION,

SHE REFUSES TO GO TO SCHOOL. SHE WISHES

TO RETURN TO WHERE WE CAME FROM TO STAY
WITH HER GRANDMOTHER. MY OLDEST TWO ARE

VERY JEALOUS OF EACH OTHER. MY SECOND
OLDEST IS SEVEN MONTHS PREGNANT. My
YOUNGEST IS VERY HOSTILE AND UPSET OVER
ALL OUR ARGUMENTS. MAYBE IF STRANGERS
PRAY FOR US, I CAN KEEP MY GIRLS TOGETHER.
I AM SERIOUSLY THINKING OF SUICIDE, AS

[ HAVE NO DESIRE TO LIVE. THANK You."”

"SOMETIMES I FEEL I JUST CAN'T GO ON, AND
I DON'T THINK I CAN STAND THE PRESSURE
OF ANOTHER DAY. WOULD YOU PLEASE REMEMBER
ME IN YOUR PRAYERS AND THOSE LIKE ME? IS
IT POSSIBLE TO DIE FROM LONELINESS AND

A BROKEN HEART?"



THE VERY ACT OR PROCESS OF PUSHING SOMETHING
OUT OF OUR MINDS, OUT OF THE REALM OF OUR
MERCY, OUT OF THE SCOPE OF OUR CONCERN

. « .+ ENDS UP BEING THAT WHICH DIVES
DISCOVERED TOO LATE. HE HAD MOVED HIMSELF
AWAY FROM LIFE. THE CHASM HAD FORMED,

AND NOW IT COULD NO LONGER BE BRIDGED.

2, THE SECOND POINT OF THE PARABLE IS
THAT WE CANNOT USE THE EXCUSE THAT WE

DIDN'T KNOW ANY BETTER., THE FACT IS, WE
ARE BEING WARNED ALL THE TIME ABOUT THE

DANGER OF CHASMS FORMING, AND IF WE DO
NOT HEAR THE WARNING, THERE WILL BE NO

SPECIAL MESSAGE TO SAVE US. DO NOT IMAGINE

THAT A MESSENGER WILL COME FROM BEYOND
TO STRAIGHTEN US OUT AT THE LAST MOMENT.

THERE WILL BE NO ONE APPEARING FROM THE
DEAD; NO VOICE FROM HEAVEN WILL SOUND.

WE HAVE ONLY THE WORD, THE WORD MADE FLESH
IN JESUS CHRIST. GOD COMES TO US IN QUIET,
UNOBTRUSIVE WAYS. JESUS NEVER LOVED PUBLIC
MIRACLES., HE KNEW THESE WOULD NEVER CAUSE
ANYONE TO REALLY CHANGE THEIR WAYS.

SO BEWARE THE CHASM! IF WE CHOOSE A CHEAP

HEAVEN HERE AND STAY ONLY IN OUR OWN LITTLE
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WORLD, WE MAY CAUSE A CHASM THAT WILL BE

TOO DIFFICULT TO CROSS LATER -- EVEN
IMPOSSIBLE, IF WE LIVE WITHOUT COMPASSION
AND BECOME HARDENED, CALLOUS PEOPLE, WE
DIG A CHASM BETWEEN OURSELVES AND OTHERS
AND AT THE SAME TIME SEPARATE OURSELVES
FROM (OD.

THE OPPOSITE OF FORMING A CHASM IS
IDENTIFICATION, IT IS THE CHARACTERISTIC

ALL SAINTS HAVE IN COMMON. THROUGH SOME
MYSTERIOUS PROCESS, THEY ARE ABLE TO

IDENTIFY WITH THE FULL RANGE OF CREATION.
THEY IDENTIFY WITH THE LEPER AND THE
CRIMINAL, WITH THE INFIRM, THE DISFIGURED.,
AND THE RETARDED, WITH THE THIEF AND THE
ALIEN, WITH THE COWARD AND THE HERETIC,

WITH THE HIPPY AND THE SQUARE. THEY

COMPREHEND THE SHARINGNESS OF CREATION,

THIS IS THE KIND OF PERSON JESUS WAS. HE

SAW THE HUMAN BEING IN ZACCHAEUS, IN THE

PROSTITUTE AND THE CRIPPLE, THE MENTALLY

ILL, THE CHILD, AND THE THIEF ON THE CROSS.
THE MORE WE CAN IDENTIFY WITH PERSONS UNLIKE
OURSELVES, THE MORE FULLY WE ENTER INTO

HUMANITY AND INTO GoD’S KINGDOM,




CHASMS CAN BE BRIDGED! A FEW YEARS AGO,

[ GOT THIS BEAUTIFUL LETTER:

"DEAR DR. YOUNG:

“MY HUSBAND AND I LISTEN TO YOUR SERMONS

ON THE RADIO EVERY SUNDAY MORNING., [ WANT
YOU TO KNOW THAT YOUR SERMON YESTERDAY
MOTIVATED MY HUSBAND, WHO IS NOT WELL,

TO GIVE ME THE NICEST CHRISTMAS GIFT HE

HAS GIVEN ME IN NEARLY 46 YEARS OF MARRIAGE,

HE SAID, 'AFTER HEARING DR. YOUNG’'S SERMON,
AND SINCE IT IS CHRISTMAS AND ALL, I WANT

YOU TO KNOW IT HAS BEEN HARD FOR ME TO
SAY, BUT YOU KNOW I HAVE ALWAYS LOVED
YOU '

SHORTLY AFTER THAT LETTER, I CALLED THE
WOMAN, WHO WAS A MEMBER OF ANOTHER CHURCH,
AND SHE TOLD ME HER HUSBAND HAD DIED.

EACH DAY, IN EACH RELATIONSHIP, WE CAN
BE FORMING CHASMS OR WE CAN BE BUILDING
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BRIDGES BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THOSE DIFFERENT

FROM US. (GOD WANTS US AND ALL PEOPLE TO

BE BRIDGE BUILDERS., AMEN,



