"PEACE AND PENTECOST”

AcTs 2:1-153
JOHN 14:25-3]1

“IN 1952, ON THE ISLAND OF KOSHIMA, SCIENTISTS
WERE PROVIDING MONKEYS WITH SWEET POTATOES
DROPPED IN THE SAND. THE MONKEYS LIKED THE
TASTE OF THE RAW SWEET POTATOES, BUT THEY
FOUND THE DIRT UNPLEASANT. ONE DAY AN 18-
MONTH-OLD FEMALE NAMED IMO FOUND SHE COULD
SOLVE THE PROBLEM BY WASHING THE POTATOES

IN A NEARBY STREAM. SHE TAUGHT THIS TRICK

TO HER MOTHER. HER PLAYMATES ALSO LEARNED
THIS NEW WAY, AND THEY TAUGHT THEIR MOTHERS,

TOO.

“THIS CULTURAL INNOVATION WAS GRADUALLY PICKED
UP BY VARIOUS MONKEYS BEFORE THE EYES OF THE

SCIENTISTS. BETWEEN 1952 AND 1958, ALL THE
YOUNG MONKEYS LEARNED TO WASH THE SANDY SWEET
POTATOES TO MAKE THEM MORE PALATABLE. ONLY
THE ADULTS WHO IMITATED THEIR CHILDREN LEARNED
THIS SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT. OTHER ADULTS KEPT
EATING THE DIRTY SWEET POTATOES,

"THEN SOMETHING STARTLING TOOK PLACE., 1IN

THE AUTUMN OF 1958, A CERTAIN NUMBER OF KOSHIMA
MONKEYS WERE WASHING SWEET POTATOES -- THE
EXACT NUMBER IS NOT KNOWN, LET US SUPPOSE

THAT WHEN THE SUN ROSE ONE MORNING, THERE

WERE 99 MONKEYS ON KOSHIMA ISLAND WHO HAD
LEARNED TO WASH THEIR SWEET POTATOES,

“LET US FURTHER SUPPOSE THAT LATER THAT
MORNING, THE HUNDREDTH MONKEY LEARNED TO WASH
POTATOES. THEN IT HAPPENED! BY THAT EVENING,
ALMOST EVERYONE IN THE TRIBE WAS WASHING SWEET
POTATOES BEFORE EATING THEM. THE ADDED ENERGY

OF THIS HUNDREDTH MONKEY SOMEHOW CREATED AN
IDEOLOGICAL BREAKTHROUGH!

"BUT NOTICE! THE MOST SURPRISING THING

OBSERVED BY THESE SCIENTISTS WAS THAT THE

HABIT OF WASHING SWEET POTATOES THEN SPONTANEOQUSLY
JUMPED OVER THE SEA -- COLONIES OF MONKEYS

ON OTHER ISLANDS AND THE MAINLAND TROOP OF



MONKEYS BEGAN WASHING THEIR SWEET POTATOES!”
(QUOTED FROM THE BOOK, THE HUNDREDTH MONKEY.,
BY KEN KEYES, JR.) (OTHER FASCINATING DETAILS
CAN BE FOUND IN THE BOOK LIFETIDE BY LYALL
WATSON, )

THUS WHEN A CERTAIN CRITICAL NUMBER ACHIEVES

AN AWARENESS, THIS NEW AWARENESS SEEMS TO

BE COMMUNICATED DIRECTLY FROM MIND TO MIND,

AND IT JUMPS ALL BARRIERS. NO ONE, OF COURSE,
KNOWS WHAT THE EXACT CRITICAL NUMBER IS. THE
IDEA OF THE HUNDREDTH MONKEY IS USED FOR
ILLUSTRATION, BUT IT DOES MEAN THAT WHEN

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF CREATURES KNOW OF

A NEW WAY, IT MAY REMAIN THE CONSCIOQUS PROPERTY
OF THESE PEOPLE.

BUT THERE IS A POINT AT WHICH, IF ONLY ONE
MORE PERSON TUNES IN TO A NEW AWARENESS, THE

FIELD IS STRENGTHENED SO THAT THIS AWARENESS
REACHES ALMOST EVERYONE!

[ THINK IT WAS SOMETHING LIKE THIS THAT
HAPPENED THAT FIRST PENTECOST. REMEMBER THAT
AFTER JESUS’ RESURRECTION, THE DISCIPLES
DIDN'T KNOW EXACTLY WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE
EXPERIENCE THEY HAD HAD. DURING THE 50 DAYS
BETWEEN EASTER AND PENTECOST, THEY HAD SEEN
THE RISEN CHRIST AT TIMES, AND THEN AFTER

A WHILE THEY SAW HIM NO MORE. BUT THEY STAYED
TOGETHER. THEY PRAYED TOGETHER. [HEY ELECTED
A NEW DISCIPLE TO TAKE THE PLACE OF JUDAS,

WHO HAD COMMITTED SUICIDE. PROBABLY ALSO
DURING THOSE DAYS THEY TALKED ABOUT MANY OF
THE EXPERIENCES THEY HAD WITH JESUS,

THEY REMEMBERED THAT JESUS HAD EARLIER
PROMISED THAT AFTER HE WAS GONE FROM THEM

IN A PHYSICAL SENSE, WHAT HE CALLED THE HoLY
SPIRIT WOULD BE WITH THEM AND OVER A PERIOD
OF TIME WOULD TEACH THEM ALL THINGS AND WOULD
BRING TO THEIR REMEMBRANCE ALL THAT HE HAD
TAUGHT THEM,

IN OTHER WORDS, AFTER A PERIOD OF TIME, THIS
NEW AWARENESS WOULD KIND OF SOAK IN, AND ONCE
THIS HAPPENED TO ENOUGH OF HIS FOLLOWERS,

A WHOLE NEW KIND OF SPIRIT AND POWER WOULD

BE WORKING AMONG THEM AND IN THEM.



HASN'T THIS HAPPENED TO YOU? LET’S SAY YOU
HAVE A SERIES OF OVERWHELMING EXPERIENCES.,
WHILE YOU ARE IN THE MIDST OF THESE EVENTS,
IT'S OFTEN DIFFICULT TO MAKE ANY SENSE OUT

OF THEM., ONLY AFTER WE HAVE A LITTLE DISTANCE
AND SOME TIME TO THINK AND SORT THINGS OUT
DOES IT ALL BEGIN TO MAKE SENSE TO US. AND

IF ENOUGH PEOPLE HAVE THE SAME EXPERIENCE

AND WORK TOGETHER, THEN, LIKE THE STORY OF

THE HUNDREDTH MONKEY AND THE STORY OF THE

DAY OF PENTECOST, IT HAPPENED! THEY WERE

ALL TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE, AND THEY BEGAN

TO EXPERIENCE A NEW AWARENESS AND POWER THAT
WAS GREATER THAN ANYTHING THEY HAD EXPERIENCED
BEFORE., THE BOOK OF ACTS HAS DIFFICULTY IN
DESCRIBING IT. IT WAS LIKE THE RUSH OF A
MIGHTY WIND. IT SEEMED AS IF TONGUES AS OF
FIRE WERE DISTRIBUTED AND RESTING ON EACH

ONE OF THEM,

THIS NEW AWARENESS SPREAD THROUGHOUT ALL THE
CROWD THAT WAS GATHERED THERE. EVERYONE

PRESENT COULD FEEL THE PRESENCE OF THE SPIRIT
THAT WAS MOVING AMONG THEM. MORE THAN ANYTHING
ELSE, THE PEOPLE PRESENT FELT A NEW AWARENESS

OF UNITY AND HARMONY AMONG THEM. AND THIS

WAS ALL THE MORE REMARKABLE BECAUSE THERE

WERE PEOPLE THERE FROM MANY DIFFERENT COUNTRIES
WHO SPOKE MANY DIFFERENT LANGUAGES. THE BARRIERS
OF SEPARATENESS CAME DOWN,

NOowWw LET'S SEE HOW THIS HUNDREDTH MONKEY
PHENOMENON AND THE PENTECOST EXPERIENCE APPLY
TO OUR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE WORLD PEACE. I
BEGIN WITH THE BASIC ASSUMPTION THAT WE ALL
WANT PEACE, AND A SECOND IMPORTANT ASSUMPTION
IS THAT THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IS, ABOVE ALL,

A RELIGION OF PEACE.

"IN FACT, THE CHRISTIAN VISION OF PEACE IS

BASED ON THE FACT THAT THE CENTRAL VISION
OF WORLD HISTORY IN THE BIBLE IS THAT OF
SEEING ALL CREATION AS ONE; EVERY CREATURE
LIVING IN COMMUNITY AND PEACE WITH EVERY OTHER
CREATURE. QOUR BIBLICAL FAITH TEACHES THAT

ALL PERSONS ARE CHILDREN OF A SINGLE FAMILY,.

MEMBERS OF A SINGLE TRIBE, HEIRS OF A SINGLE
HOPE. IT’S A RADICAL IDEA!



IT IS A VISION ENCOMPASSING ALL OF REALITY.,
THUS ISAIAH ENVISIONS A TIME WHEN:

“THE WOLF SHALL DWELL WITH THE LAMB, AND
THE LEOPARD SHALL LIE DOWN WITH THE KID, AND
THE CALF AND THE LION AND THE FATLING TOGETHER,
AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM., THE COW
AND THE BEAR SHALL FEED; THEIR YOUNG SHALL
LIE DOWN TOGETHER, AND THE LION SHALL EAT
STRAW LIKE THE OX . . . [THEY SHALL NOT HURT
85 8E3T§OY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN.,” (ISAIAH

t 0—JA

AT THE SAME TIME, THE BIBLE IS NOT ROMANTIC

OR NAIVE ABOUT ITS VISION FOR PEACE. IT NEVER
ASSUMES PEACE WILL COME NATURALLY OR
AUTOMATICALLY. WE HUMAN BEINGS HAVE MANY

WAYS OF HELPING OR HINDERING THE COMING OF
PEACE

TODAY SCIENTIFIC PHILOSOPHERS LIKE LEWIS
THOMAS SEE THIS OVER-ALL HARMONY AND UNITY
BUILT INTO CREATION AND SEE THAT WE HUMAN
BEINGS HAVE A PART TO PLAY IN IT. THOMAS
RECENTLY WROTE:

"THE LIFE OF THE EARTH IS, IN A SENSE,
ALL ONE SINGLE HUGE LIFE, MADE UP OF INNUMERABLE
DISCRETE WORKING PARTS THAT INTERACT WITH
EACH OTHER IN CONTINUAL, COMPLICATED MANEUVERS
SO THAT THE WHOLE BEING MAINTAINS A WONDERFUL
KIND OF STABILITY FOR ITSELF OVER LONG STRETCHES
OF TIME, ON OCCASION, OVER THE 5.5 BILLION
YEARS OF LIFE’'S EXISTENCE ON THE PLANET,
CATASTROPHES OF ONE SORT OR ANOTHER HAVE
OCCURRED; CONTINENTS HAVE SPLIT AND DRIFTED
AWAY FROM EACH OTHER ON THE CRUSTAL PLATES
THAT COMPRISE THE EARTH’S CRACKED SHELL,
VOLCANOES HAVE CLOUDED THE ATMOSPHERE AND
SHUT OFF THE SUNLIGHT, METEORITES HAVE CRASHED
INTO THE SURFACE, ICE AGES HAVE COME AND GONE,
COUNTLESS SPECIES HAVE EMERGED AND THEN BECOME
EXTINCT, BUT THE LIFE OF THE WHOLE ORGANISM
GOES ON."”

THEN LEWIS GOES ON TO SAY,

“"NowWw HUMANITY IS HERE, A VERY RECENT
DEVELOPMENT. WE HAVE THE POWER TO BECOME



A NEW KIND OF ENDANGERMENT TO THE EARTH'S
LIFE, OUTMATCHING ANY OF THE NATURAL CATASTROPHES
BEFORE QOUR TIME. IT IS POSSIBLE, BUT NOT
NECESSARILY PROBABLE. WE MIGHT, IF WE USE

OUR BRAINS, AND ACT TOGETHER AS A SPECIES,
TURN OUT TO BE RELATIVELY HARMLESS, EVEN,
WITH BRAINS AND LUCK, USEFUL. [IT'S UP TO
US.

IT IS UP TO US! PEACE IS NOT SOMETHING THAT
JUST HAPPENS. PEACE IS PRODUCED BY PEOPLE

OF GOOD WILL WHO SET OUT DELIBERATELY TO WORK
FOR PEACE. IT WAS GENERAL AND THEN PRESIDENT
EISENHOWER WHO SAID IN 1959, AFTER HE HAD
RETIRED, ”“] LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT PEOPLE IN

THE LONG RUN ARE GOING TO DO MORE TO PROMOTE
PEACE THAN ARE GOVERNMENTS.” AND HE WENT

ON TO SAY, "INDEED, I THINK THAT PEOPLE WANT
PEACE SO MUCH THAT ONE OF THESE DAYS GOVERNMENTS

HAD BETTER GET OUT OF THEIR WAY AND LET THEM
HAVE I1T.”

WHAT, THEN, CAN PEOPLE LIKE US DO?

FIRST OF ALL, WE CAN BEGIN TO BELIEVE THAT
WORLD PEACE IS POSSIBLE, THIS DOES NOT MEAN
THAT WE ARE TO HAVE A NAIVE POINT OF VIEW

OR THINK THAT OBTAINING AND MAINTAINING PEACE
IS EASY, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE!

REMEMBER THE STORY OF THE HUNDREDTH MONKEY.,
AND REMEMBER THAT FIRST PENTECOST. BEFORE
PENTECOST, THE DISCIPLES NEVER THOUGHT IT
POSSIBLE THAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO SPREAD
THE GOOD NEWS OF GOD’S LOVE AS IT HAD BEEN
SHOWN IN JESUS CHRIST. BUT ONCE THEY BEGAN
TO BELIEVE AND ACT AS IF IT WERE POSSIBLE,
A NEW FORCE CAME INTO THEIR LIVES.

MANY IDEAS IN THIS WORLD, BOTH NEGATIVE AND
POSITIVE, BECOME SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECIES,
GEORGE KENNAN SAID, “LET US REMEMBER WHAT
HISTORY TEACHES US: NOTHING SO CONTRIBUTES
TO THE REAL INEVITABILITY OF ARMED CONFLICT
AS THE VERY BELIEF IN THAT INEVITABILITY.
PEOPLE WHO ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE PERSUADED
THAT ARMED CONFLICT IS INEVITABLE BEGIN TO

ACT IN WAYS THAT MAKE IT UNAVOIDABLE, WHETHER
OR NOT IT WAS ORIGINALLY THE CASE.,”




WE MUST USE THE POWER OF OUR COLLECTIVE
CONSCIQUSNESS, THE POWER OF PRAYER, THE POWER
OF THE CHRISTIAN VISION WHICH SEES ALL PEOPLE
AS ONE FAMILY, AND THEN ENVISIONS A WORLD

IN PEACE,

ULTIMATELY THE TRUE STRENGTH OF ANY NATION

OR ANY GROUP OF PEOPLE IS NOT ITS DESTRUCTIVE
FORCE, NOT IN ITS ARMAMENTS, BUT IN ITS
POSITIVE FORCE, IN THE INNER STRENGTH OF THE
PEOPLE, IN THE VISION WE CARRY,

BUT IT'’S SO EASY TO FORGET ALL THIS AND PLACE
OUR ULTIMATE TRUST IN ARMAMENTS AND DESTRUCTIVE
WEAPONS, IT’S NOT A NEW PROBLEM. ISAIAH

THE PROPHET IN THE OLD TESTAMENT HAD TO WARN
HIS NATION AND ITS LEADERS THAT THEIR COMPLETE
TRUST IN THEIR DEFENSES WAS THE OPPOSITE OF
GENUINE FAITH. IT'S THE WORSHIP OF A FALSE
GODI

WHAT WE NEED MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE TODAY
IS MORE AND MORE PEOPLE WORKING TOGETHER TO
CREATE A WORLD CONSCIOUSNESS OF OUR COMMON
HUMANITY., THAT’S WHAT THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
IS ALL ABOUT. CERTAINLY A LARGE PART OF THE
MEANING OF PENTECOST IS THAT WE ARE ALL ONE
FAMILY UNDER GOD -- AMERICANS, RUSSIANS,
[RANIANS, CHINESE, KOREANS, VIETNAMESE,
MusLIMS, HINDUS, JEWS, ARABS, BUDDHISTS, AND
WHATEVER ELSE WE LIKE TO CALL OURSELVES.
WE'VE GOT TO STOP SEEING THE WORLD AS DIVIDED
BETWEEN THEM AND US,

WE ARE ALL TOO READY TO TREAT AS IMPORTANT

ALL THE DIFFERENCES THAT OUR MINDS NOTICE:
SKIN COLOR, ETHNIC BACKGROUND, SOCIAL STATUS,
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION, POLITICAL LOYALTY,

OUR DIFFERING IDEAS AND OPINIONS, AND ON AND
ON. WHEN WE CONTINUALLY MAGNIFY THESE OUTWARD
SIGNS, WE CREATE THE EXPERIENCE THAT OTHERS
ARE REALLY DIFFERENT FROM US. THEN WE FORGET
THAT WE ARE FAR MORE ALIKE THAN WE ARE
DIFFERENT., IT’S ALL A MATTER OF EMPHASIS.
LET’S INSTEAD EMPHASIZE THAT WE DON'T LIVE

IN ISOLATION, WE ARE ALL INTERCONNECTED.

WE ALL LIVE IN ONE WORLD. WE ARE AFFECTED

BY A LACK OF HARMONY OF ANY TYPE ANYWHERE

ON THE PLANET, EVEN WHEN WE ARE NOT CONSCIOUSLY

AWARE OF IT.




WHAT WE SAY AND DO CAN AFFECT THE WELL BEING
OF ALL OF US. WE KNOW THAT OUR HEALTH MAY
BE AFFECTED IF WE LIVE AMONG DISEASED PEOPLE,
WHAT WE ARE NOW BEGINNING TO LEARN IS THAT
OUR PEACE OF MIND MAY BE AFFECTED IF WE LIVE
AMONG DISTURBED PEOPLE. (OUR HAPPINESS MAY
BE AFFECTED IF WE LIVE AMONG UNHAPPY PEOPLE,
OUR LOVE MAY BE AFFECTED IF WE LIVE AMONG
UNLOVING PEOPLE.

THE POINT IS, EACH ONE OF US CAN WORK FOR
PEACE RIGHT WHERE WE ARE, AND THE EFFECT IT
WILL HAVE FOR THE OVER-ALL GOOD IS IMMENSE,
WORLD PEACE WILL COME WHEN WE BEGIN TO REPLACE
THE ILLUSIONS OF SEPARATENESS WITH THE TRUTH
OF OUR TOGETHERNESS. INSTEAD OF US VERSUS
THEM, IT MUST BECOME ALL OF US TOGETHER ON
THIS PLANET.

THAT'S WHAT PENTECOST IS ALL ABOUT, AND THAT'S
WHAT TRUE PEACE 18 ALL AROUT. OF COURSE THIS

DOES NOT MEAN THAT ALL OF US WILL ALWAYS
AGREE, BUT WE CAN LEARN TO DISAGREE WITHOUT
THROWING BOMBS OR MISSILES AT EACH OTHER.

GOD CALLS US ALL TO BE PEACEMAKERS, AND WHEN
WE BEGIN TO WORK AS PEACEMAKERS, (GOD'S PEACE
WHICH PASSES ALL UNDERSTANDING COMES ALONG
WITH US. THIS MORNING AS YOU LEAVE THIS
WORSHIP SERVICE, THE YOUTH OF THE CHURCH WILL
GIVE EACH ONE OF YOU A SMALL RIBBON AS A
SYMBOL OF PEACE. YOU ARE ALSO INVITED TO
TAKE A COPY OF THE BOOK THE HUNDREDTH MONKEY
ON THE CONDITION THAT YOU WILL READ IT, AND
WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED READING IT, YOU WILL
PASS IT ON TO SOMEONE ELSE TO READ. AND I
HOPE YOU WILL ALSO EACH TAKE AS A GIFT A SMALL
CARD ON WHICH IS PRINTED THE PRAYER OF ST.
FRANCIS OF AsSsSIsSI., AMEN.,




