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FRIDAY} MAY 13} 1983 

BACCALAUREATE SERJVlON 
WILLIAM WOODS COLLEGE 

TEXT: LUKE 10: 38-42 

''A I E 11 ER TO CARIS: CJ-mSE THE_ GOOD PORTION'' 

TODAY THE BACCALAUREATE SERMON. IS IN THE FORM OF A 
LETTER TO MY DAUGHTER) CARISJ-A MEfVlBER OF THE CLASS 
OF 1983; BUT IT ISJ THROUGH.HERJ-A LEI IER TO ALL OF 
YOU. I HAVE CHOSEN . TO ADDRESS THIS LETTER TO HER 
BECAUSE I KNOW HER BETTER I BUT I IM SURE IT/ s WHAT 
fv1ANY OF YOUR PARENTS WOULD SAY TO YOU IF THEY WERE 
IN MY PLACE THIS AFTERNOON. So DURING THESE NEXT 
MINUTES) I WANT YOU TO EAVESDROP ON THIS LETTER. 

DEAR CARIS: 

No MOMENT IN THE LIFE OF A PARENT IS MORE AWESOME 

THAN WHEN A CHILD LEAVES HOME FOR THE FIRST TIME) 
AND AS YOU WATCH THEM WALK AWAYJ YOU WONDER: ''HAVE 
I PREPARED THIS ONE ADEQUATELY FOR ALL HE OR SHE WILL 
FACE?'' IN A SIMILAR WAY J NO MOMENT IN LIFE IS MORE 
AWESOME THAN WHEN A YOUNG PERSON IS ABOUT TO GRADUATE 
FROM COLLEGE1 AND THEN BOTH PARENTS AND FACULTY WONDER: 
''HAVE WE PREPARED THESE YOUNG PEOPLE ADEQUATELY FOR 
ALL THEY WILL FACE?" 

OF COURSE WE HAVE NOT PREPARED YOU ADEQUATELY --
THAT 'S IMPOSSIBLE. WE CAN ONLY rvl,l\KE A Srvl,l\LL 
BEGINNING AND HOPE THAT YOU WILL CONTINUE TO LEARN 
THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFE. AFTER ALL1 THE MOST VALUABLE 
GIFT ·wE CAN GIVE YOU IS LEARNING HOW TO LEARN1 COUPLED 
WITH THE LOVE OF LEARNING, 

·J ; . : .. 1 IN THE BIBLE STORY READ EARL I ER FRavl LU KE ' S GOSPEL} 
\: » ;_ ./ MARY IS SAID BY JESUS TO HAVE CHOSEN "THE GOOD PORTION.," 
r .. 

WHILE HER SISTER fVIARTHA WAS DISTRACTED WITH TRIVIAL 
DETAILS, As JESUS PUT IT1 ''SHE WAS ANXIOUS AND 
TROUBLED ABOUT fv1ANY THINGS) AND THEREBY WAS MISSING 
SOME OF THE rvDST IMPORTANT THINGS IN LIFE.'' - ·  tHR-OU6H0UT 
YOUR LIFE1 AS DURING THESE PAST YEARS IN COLLEGEJ 

-¥0l:J--W-ILL BE FACED TIME AND TIME AGAI�N WITH DECISIONS, 
I HOPE YOU WILb. CONTINUE TO CHOOSE THE ''GOOD PORTION.'' 

WHAT IS THIS GOOD PORTION THAT JESUS CHRIST IS TALKING 
ABOUT? 
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1. FIRST OF ALL.,. CHOOSING THE GOOD PORTION MEANS 
CHOOSING GOOD RELIGION OVER BAD, IN PAST MONTHS I'VE 
COME ACROSS SEVERAL SURVEYS WHICH INDICATE THAT 
AfvlERICANS IN OVERWHELMING NUfvlBERS BELIEVE IN Gon. 
RECENTLY I WAS AT A GATHERING IN WHICH PEOPLE WERE 
TALKING·ABOUT THESE SURVEYS., AND SOMEONE TURNED TO 
ME AND SAID., 11ISN 'T IT WONDERFUL THAT SO MANY PEOPLE 
BEL I EVE IN GOD?'' 

I ONLY NODDED POLITELY! I WANJED TO SAY., 1 'AND DO 
YOU TI-IINK GOD IS PLEASED WITH THIS ENDORSEMENT?'' MoRE 
POINTEDLY., I WANTED TO ASK., 1 'WHAT KI-ND OF GOD DO YOU 
SUPPOSE IT IS IN WHICH SO MANY PEOPLE SAY THEY BELIEVE?'' 
THE FACT IS THAT RELIGION IN GENERAL IS POPU�R IN 
OUR TIME., AND MANY PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT ANY RELIGION 
IS BETTER THAN NONE, Bur SUCH IS .NOT THE CASE. ·Nor 
ALL RELIGION IS GOOD., AND SOME RELIGION IS VERY BAD. 

RELIGION CAN BE LYRICAL AND LOVELY AND HUMANE AND 
UPLIFTING� BUT IT CAN ALSO BE WICKED AND DAMAGING 

TO THE HUMAN SPIRIT, 

Too MANY PEOPLE TODAY ARE EASILY TEMPTED INTO DIVIDING 
HUMANS INTO lWO _GROUPS., THE RELIGIO·us AND THE IRRELIGIOUS., 
AND THEN .SUPPOSING THAT BEING RELIGIOUS CONFERS A 
CERTAIN SUPERIOR QUALITY UPON THEM. YET LOOK AT WHAT 
RELIGION HAS DONE., AND WHAT SOME SUPPOSE GOD HAS 
ENDORSED: THE INQUISITION., THE CRUSADES., THE RITUAL 
SACRIFICE OF HUMANS., UGLY SUPERSTITIONS., BARRICADES 

BUILT AGAINST EVERY ADVANCE OF SCIENCE, JUST THIS 
PAST WEEK., 3:0 YEARS LATER., THE POPE FINALLY ADMITTED 
THAT THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH WAS IN ERROR IN 
CONDEMNING GALILEO, 

ON THE OTHER HAND., IT WAS RELIGIOUS GROUPS WHO BUILT 
THE FIRST HOSPITALS., THE GREAT UNIVERSITIES} AND HOMES 
FOR THE POOR AND THE HOPELESS. AND IT HAS BEEN RELIGION 
THAT HAS PRESERVED CULTURE., GIVEN MEANING TO LIFE., 
COMFORTED THE SUFFERINGJ OFFERED COURAGE TO THE LIVING 
AND DIGNITY IN DYING. 

Ir 's A Ml\TTER OF CHOOSING THE GOOD PORTION., BEING 
ABLE TO DISTINGUISH GOOD RELIGION FROM BAD RELIGION. 
THAT WAS THE PROBLEM IN JESUS' TIME. HE NEVER DEALT 
WITH IRRELIGIONJ 'BUT RATHER WITH ONE KIND OF RELIGION 
AGAINST ANOTHER KIND: A MORALLY SENSITIVE AND CARING 
RELIGION SET OVER AGAINST A RELIGIOUSNESS .THAT REALLY 
DIDN 'T CARE MUCH WHAT HAPPENED TO PERSONS, 
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HERE .. ARE SOME .. OF - THE .. f\'\4RKS - OF' GOOD REL.I.GI ON: . Goon 
RELIGION ALWAYS ENLARGES. THE .HUf'MN SPIRIT AND DOES 
NOT SUPPRESS OR CONFINE. IT, GOOD REL.IGION IS OPEN 
AND GROWING AND SENSITIVE AND CURIOUS, NOTHING THAT 
SUPPRESSES HUfvtl\N CURIOSITY1 NO RELIGION THAT KEEPS 
ONE FROM LISTENING TO OTHERS AND LEARNING FRavl THEM 
Is WORTHY OF THE PHRASE., // GOOD REL.I GI (X'.J I // GOOD 
RELIGION IS INCLUSIVE1 NOT EXCLUSIVE, 

IN ONE OF HIS TALL TALES1 Jv¾RK TWAIN TELLS HOW EXERCISED 
HE HAD BECOME ABOUT THE CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF DISCORD 
AMONG Gan's CREATURES AND HOW HE HAD DECIDED TO TAKE 
THE fvtL\ TTER IN HAND I ' 

So I. BUILT- A CAGE., AND IN IT I PUT A DOG AND A 
CAT. AND AFTER A LITTLE TRAINING I GOT THE DOG 
AND CAT TO THE POINT WHERE THEY LIVED PEACEABLY 
TOGETHER, THEN I INTRODUCED A PIG.1 A GOAT1 A 
KANGAR001 SOME BIRDS., AND A MONKEY, AND1 AFTER 
A FEW ADJUSTMENTS, THEY LEARNED TO LIVE IN �AR-

fv'ONY, So ENCOURAGED WAS I BY SUCH SUCCESSES 
THAT I ADDED AN IRISH CATHOLIC., A PRESBYTERIAN1 

A JEW., A MUSLI.M FROM TURKESTAN., AND A BUDDHIST 
FROM CHINAJ . ALONG WITH A BAPTIST .MISSIONARY 
THAT I CAPTURED ON THE SAME TR Ip I AND IN A 
VERY SHORT WHILE THERE .WASN'T A SINGLE LIVING 
THING LEFT IN THE CAG�. 

THIS STORY., AS WE ARE PAINFULLY AWARE., CONTINUES IN 
fvtl\NY PLACES AND IN fvtl\NY WAYS TO BE TRUE, TRAGIC 
CONFRONTATIONS AND COLLISIONS -- RELIGIOUS1 POLITICAL1 

AND IDEOLOGICAL -- PERSIST -IN DESTROYING HUfv1AN 

RELATIONSHIPS. Ir's IN THE NEWS EVERY DAY. MUCH 
OF HUfY1AN HISTORY SEEMS TO BE THE HISTORY OF VIOLENT 
CONFLICT, IT IS ONE OF THE TERRIBLE IRONIES OF HISTORY 
THAT RELIGION HAS BEEN AMONG THE PRifvtl\RY SOURCES OF 
THIS CONFLICT. WHILE RELIGIOUS BELIEFS HAVE BEEN 
OFFERED AS THE TRUE BASIS FOR HARMONY.AND SALVATION., 
BOTH HERE AND IN THE HEREAFTER., THEY HAVE SERVED 
EQUALLY WELL AS THE BASIS FOR ALIENATIONJ HOSTILITY1 
AND DESTRUCTION,, HOLY CITIES BECOME JUSTIFICATIONS 
FOR THE rvlOST UNHOLY 'SENT I MENTS AND A TROC IT I ES . THE 
GRACIOUS WORD OF GOD BECavlES A VEHICLE FOR DISPENSING 
GRACE TO OURSELVES AND DAfvV\JATION TO THOSE WHO DISAGREE 
WITH US. 

Goon RELIGION IS A. MEANS TO AN ENDJ NOT AN END IN 
ITSELF, RELIGION IS N,OT FOR THE SAKE OF RELIGION; 
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IT IS FOR. THE. SAKE . . OF HELPIN.G MEN. AND. WOMEN TO LOVE 
GOD AND .. ONE. ANOTHER •... BAD. RELIG.ION CALLS ATTENTION 
TO ITSELF; .IT. �KES . .  REL.IGIOUSNESS THE GOAL OF ITS 
ENDEAVORS) AND IT ALWAYS. ENDS WITH A LOT OF SILLY 
LITTLE RULES AND REGULATIONS. Goon RELIGION p·oINTS 
BEYOND ITSELF.., LIFTS ITSELF ABOVE THE TRIVIAL) AND 
fv1AKES ITSELF A SERVANT OF GOD AND HUfv1AN NEED. IT 
REfv1AINS CURIOUS AND C(X\JCERNED FOR THE HUfv1AN CONDITION 
EVERWHERE AND TRI.ES TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT! CHOOSE 
THE GOOD PORTION .. . AND CHOOSING THE GOOD PORTION MEANS 
CHOOSING GOOD RELIGION OVER BAD. 

2. SECONDLY.., CHOOSING THE GOOD PORTION MEANS NOT 
BEING AFRAID OF. UNCERTAINlY AND CHANGE, IN THE BIBLE 
STORY. MARTHA HAD TO .. BE. CERTAIN OF EVERYTHING ALL THE 
TIME.., WHILE MARY WAS NOT AFRAI.D TO TAKE T.IME AND 
LISTEN. SHE. KNEW THAT SHE DID NOT KNOW EVERYTHING.., 

THAT THERE IS ALWAYS. MUCH MORE TO LEARN} AND THAT 
THE WORLD WOULD CONTINUE TO CHANGE. 

To SOME DEGREE THE FUTURE IS ALWAYS UNCERTAIN. THAT 'S  
PART OF THE MYSTERY OF LIFE •. WHO CAN PREDICT WHERE 
YOU WILL BE LIVING TEN YEARS FROM N()AJ OR WHAT YOU 
WILL BE DOING OR WHAT KIND OF POSITION YOU WILL BE 
FILLING? 

I BELIEVE THE WORLD AND. OUR LIVES ARE OPEN-ENDED.., 
FILLED WITH INFINITE . .  POSSIBILITIES, AND WE SHOULD 
DELIGHT IN THIS FACT.. Too OFTEN WE ARE ALTOGETHER 
TOO COMPLACENT) TOO RIG.ID) TOO DOGMJ\TIC ABOUT OUR 
ASSUMPTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS. 

Do NOT BE AFRAID OF UNCERTAINlY.., OF QUESTIONING BASIC 
ASSUMPTIONS. THE LUST FOR CERTITUDE KEEPS ONE FROM 
BEING OPEN TO NEW KNOWLEDGE AND NEW EXPERIENCE, 

EARLIER I MENTIONED GALILEO. IT IS SAID THAT WHEN 
GALILEO SHOWED HIS TELESCOPE TO THE LEADING SAGES 
OF HIS DAY., TI-fE RESPONSES GENERALLY FELL INTO THREE 
CATEGORIES. SOME PEOPLE WERE PROPERLY STRUCK BY WHAT 
THEY SAW AND WERE NOT AFRAID TO BEGIN TO SEE THE 
UNIVERSE IN A NEW WAY. THEY WERE NOT AFRAID OF THE 
UNCERTAINlY AND CHANGE WHICH NEW KNO\AJLEDGE BRINGS. 
THEY WERE WILLING TO CONSIDER A NEW POINT OF VIEW, 
A SECOND GROUP. PEERED AROUND AT THE OTHER END OF THE 
TELESCOPE) CONVINCED-THAT GALILEO HAD PASTED SOMETHING 
ON THE GLASS. THEY WERE SO CERTAIN OF THEIR PRESENT 
POINT OF VIEW THAT ANYTHING WHICH CONFLICTED WITH .,, 
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IT HAD TO BE FALSE. .THE . . THIRD .GROUP REFUSED EVEN 
TO LOOK THROUGH THE LENS. THEY DIDN'T WANT TO SEE 
ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT CAUSE .. THEM. TO RE-EXAMINE THE 
BELIEFS ON WH.ICH THEY THOUGHT THEIR LIVES DEPENDED. 
THAT'S. HOW FRIGHTENED THEY WERE OF UNCERTAINlY AND 
CHANGE. BEi IER TO STAY WITH THEIR PRESENT BELIEFS, 
I HOPE YOU WILL ALWAYS BE IN THE FIRST GROUP -- AMONG 
THOSE WHO ARE NOT AFRA.ID TO LOOK THROUGH THE TELESCOPE 
AND AT LEAST CONSIDER ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW. EVERY 
MAJOR LEAP IN HUMAN PROGRESS I-IAS COME ABOUT BECAUSE 
OF SOMEONE HAVING THE COURAGE TO QUESTION AND REEXAMINE 
A BASIC ASSUMPTION. 

HERE'S ONE OF MY FAVORITE STORIES ABOUT A WOMAN WHO 
REFUSED TO CONSIDER OTHER POSSIBILITIES: 

A WOMAN WAS ON A TEA BREAK I SHE DECIDED. TO READ A 
fvlAGAZINE AND HAVE A CUP OF TEA AND EAT A SNACK. SHE 
ORDERED AND THE WAITRESS BROUGHT A CUP OF TEA AND 
A SACK OF COOKIES. SHE OPENED HER PURSE AND TOOK 

OUT A MAGAZINE. 

As SHE READ., A STRANGE fvlAN JOIN.ED HER AT HER TABLE. 
SHE CONTINUED TO READ., AND THEY DID NOT SPEAK. SUDDENLY 
SHE WAS AWARE THAT THE fvll\N liP\D REACHED INTO THE SACK 
OF COOKIES AND liP\D TAKEN ONE AND PROCEEDED TO EAT 
11-fE COOKIE WITH GREAT. GUSTO. SHE GLARED AT HIM AND 
TOOK A COOKIE HERSELF, HE GLARED AT HER. 

COLDLY., THEY EYED EACH OTHER. DEFIANTLY., HE REACHED 
OUT AND TOOK ANOTHER COOKIE... SHE WAS FURIOUS. . HER 
FACE FLUSHED WITH ANGER. BLOOD PRESSURE ROSE AT THE 
IMPUDENCE OF THIS STRANGER. HE ADVANCED HIS HAND 
ONE -MORE TIME AND TOOK ANOTHER COOKIE. COLDLY) HE 
AWAITED HER RESPONSE. SHE WAS LIVID. JAW SETJ EYES 
UNBLINKING} SHE STRETCHED FORTH HER HAND AND TOOK 
ANOTHER COOKIE. HE WATCHED HER TAKE AND EAT THE 
COOKIE WITH A FIXED STARE. 

ONE COOKIE REML\INED. THE fvlAN REACHED FOR IT., PICKED 
1·T UP., SNAPPED IT NEATLY I.N HALF J AND OFFERED HALF 
OF THE LAST COOKIE TO HER. SHE WAS OUTRAGED AND SHOOK 
HER HEAD VIGOROUSLY IN A NEGATIVE RESPONSE TO HIS 
OFFER. HE SHRUGGED AND ATE THE WHOLE COOKIE HIMSELF, 
WHEREUPON HE GOT UP AND LEFT THE ROOM, 

THE WOfvlAN'S DAY WAS RUINED. SHE COULD NOT BELIEVE 
THE UNCOUTH fvll\NNERS., THE BLATANT GREED., THE TERRITOR·IAL 
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ENCROACHMENT OF SOME PEOPLE .• - WI TH AN AB ID I NG FURY., 

SHE OPENED HER PURSE TO PUT .AWAY THE fv\L;\GAZINE AND 
LEAVE THE ROOM.HERSELF, . HER.HEART. SKIPPED A BEAT 
AS SHE PUT THE. fv1AGAZ-INE .... IN HER .. PURSE., FOR THERE., 

SAFELY TUCKED.INSIDE., WAS THE BAG OF COOKIES SHE 
PURCHASED. SHE MUST HAVE PUT THEM -IN WHEN SHE TOOK 
OUT THE fv1AGAZ.I-NE., -AND-HE MUST'VE PLACED HIS COOKIES 
Cl'J THE TABLE AS.SHE READ.HER MAGAZINE. SHE DASHED 
FROM THE ROOM TO .SEEK THE STRANGE .fv1AN TO CONFESS., 

APOLOGIZEJ AND fv1AKE RESTITUTION., BUT HE WAS OUT OF 
S .I GHT., NEVER TO BE SEEN AGAIN • 

BE CAREFUL WHEN JUMPING TO CONCLUSIONS UNTIL YOU HAVE 
ALL THE FACTS. I RECENTLY READ OF TWO FIRST-TIME 
RAILROAD PASSENGERS WHO rlAD JUST OPENED THEIR LUNCH 
BOXES WHEN THE TRAIN ENTERED A LONG., DA-RK TUNNEL. 
''HAVE YOU TRIED YOUR -SANDWICH YET?'' ONE ASKED. ''No� 
WHY?'' SAID THE OTHER. ''DON' T TOUCH IT! I TOOK ONE 
BITE AND WENT BLIND.'' 

. 

3. THIRDLY., CHOOSING THE GOOD PORTION MEANS NOT 
ALWAYS BEING OVERLY CONCERNED ABOUT TRIVIAL DETAILS., 

LIKE MARTHA IN THE STORY., BUT RATHER TO KEEP DEVELOPING 
YOUR OWN POTENTIAL., TO KEEP GROWING. EACH ONE OF 
US HAS AN INCREDIBLE POTENTIAL TO LOVE AND TO BE 
LOVED., BUT IT' S ONLY A POTENTIAL., AND LIKE ALL 
POTENTIALS., UNLESS IT IS REALIZED., UNLESS WE DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT., IT' S NOT GOING TO HAPPEN. 

SavlE TIME AGO I WAS RIDING ON AN AIRPLANE� AND A 
WOfvlAN SAT NEXT TO ME AND SAID TO ME., '' I BET I CAN 
GUESS WHAT You ARE • '' So I ASKED., '

1
WHAT AM I ?'' SHE 

SAID., '' I BET -YOU ARE A LAWYER.,

1
' AND I SAID., ''No., I'M 

NOT A LAWYER,'' ''THEN WHAT ARE YOU?'' SHE ASKED., AND 
I SAID., '' I'M A MINISTER.'' ''How NICE!'' SHE SAID., AND 
I WENT BACK TO READING MY BOOK. 

BUT AFTER A BIT., SHE STARTED TO TALK., AND AS I LISTENED., 
SHE BEGAN TO TELL ME ALL KINDS OF THINGS, SOMETIMES 
WE' LL TELL A STRANGE.R WHAT WE WON ' T  TELL OUR CLOSEST 
FRIEND. 

SHE TOLD ME THAT SHE HAD FOUR CHILDREN AND HAD JUST. 
COME BACK FROM. THE BAHAfv\AS. 

1

'DID YOU HAVE A GOOD 
TIME?'' I ASKED. 

1
'No., '' sHE sA ID., '' 1 T WAS TERRIBLE!'' 

I ASKED� ''WERE YOU ALONE?'' SHE SAID., ''YES I I'M 
TRY I NG TO GET MYSELF TOGETHER I Two MONTHS AGO MY 
HUSBAND LEFT ME I// '' I'M SORRY., // I SAID, THEN SHE 
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TOLD ME THE STORY OF HER L.IFE, ''IMAGINE! I GAVE 
HIM THE BEST YEARS OF MY L.IFE, I GAVE HIM BEAUTIFUL 
CHILDREN. l. Gf\VE HIM A MAGNIFICENT HOUSE) AND I 
ALWAYS KEPT IT CLEAN I THERE WAS NO DUST ANYWHERE I 

MY CHILDREN WERE ALWAYS ON TIME TO SCHOOL. '' SHE WENT 
ON AND ON) ''I WAS A MAGNIFICENT COOK, I ALWAYS 
ENTERTAINED HIS FRIENDS. I. WAS ALWAYS READY TO GO 
EVERY PLACE HE WANTED TO GO. '' I REALLY FELT SORRY 
FOR THIS WOMAN) BECAUSE ALL OF .THE THINGS SHE HAD 
CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL WERE THINGS THAT SHE COULD HAVE 
PAID FOR I SHE �D LOST HERSELF I SHE HAD NOT GIVEN 
HER HUSBAND v-JHAT WAS ESSENTIAL ABOUT HER: THE MAGIC) 

THE WONDER) 11--IE UNDISCOVERED SELF. 

I ASKED HER) ''WHAT DID YOU DO FOR YOURSELF?'' SHE 
SAID) ''WHAT 00 YOU MEAN? WHAT DO YOU MEAN FOR ME?'' 
''I MEAN WHAT DID YOU DO FOR YOURSELF?'' '' THERE WASN 'T 
ANY TIME TO DO ANYTHING FOR MYSELF. '' THEN1 AFTER 
A PAUSE1 I SAID., ''WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE DONE?'' 
AND SHE DIDN'T KNOW. S�� �D LOST H£RS£LF IN A ROLE, 

SHE WAS FULFILLING A ROLE, THEN THE STORY UNFOLDS: 
HUSBAND MEETS INTERESTING YOUNG WOfvlAN IN OFFICE WHO 
ISN 'T INTERESTED IN DUST. 

TH IS WOMAN HAD NEVER BOT.HERED TO ASK HERSELF 1 ''WHAT 
IS ESSENTIAL ABOUT ME? WHAT IS MY WORTH? WHAT ARE 
MY NEEDS?'' THUS SHE HAD NO SELF TO GIVE. PEOPLE 
HAVE TO DEVELOP THEMSELVES1 AND THIS KIND OF DEVELOPMENT 
IS NOT SELFISHNESS, IT MEANS FINDING AND FULFILLING 
YOUR OWN POTENTIAL, IT MEANS THE RIGHT KIND OF SELF­
LOVE, MORE AND MORE I SEE THIS AS CRUCIAL., AND IT 'S 
PART OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE., I HOPE YOUR EXPERIENCE OF 
THE LOVE OF GOD AND OF GoD WILL co��TINUE TO EXPAND 
AND GROW. FoR. MEJ GOD IS MORE AND MORE A LOVING . 
PRESENCE., A TRANSCENDENT POWER., A FORGIVING LOVE, 
I BELIEVE WE HUMAN BEINGS CAN NEVER BE SEPARATED FROv1 

GOD. WE ARE AN EXPRESSION OF GOD. THOUGH GOD IS 
NOT A PERSON) GOD IS) AT THE SAME TIME� VERY PERSONAL. 
THERE IS NO PLACE THAT GoD IS NOT. GOD IS NOT SELECTIVE. 
GOD DOES NOT LOVE SOME MORE THAN OTHERS. As JESUS 
SAIDJ ''GOD MAKE·S THE SUN TO RISE ON THE EVIL AND THE 
GOOD1 AND SENDS RAIN � ll-lE JUST AND THE UNJ.UST, '' 
Goo IS fvlORE THAN JUST AN OBJECT OF WORSHIP. GOD IS 
ALSO A PRESENCE D\AIELLING IN EACH ONE OF US, GOD IS 
TI--fE LOVING POWER THAT PERMEATES CREATION, 
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AND .. DO. NOT. BE. AfRAID .OF-DIFF.ICULJY, __ ----THERE- IS .. AN OLD 
ADAGE . I.N. NAUTICAL .. C.I .. RCLES--WHICH. SAYS-�. -'·'No SAILOR EVER 
DISTINGUISHED- HI

.
MSELf. Ol\J A SMOOTH -SEA,'

1 
WHAT WE CALL 

HUfYlAN.GR.EATNESS IS NEVER .ACHIEVED-APART FROM DIFFICULTY 
AND CONFLI.CT. -AND REMEfvlBER OUR LOVE GOES WITH YOU 
WHEREVER YOU ARE. 

WITH LOVE_, 

YOUR DAD 
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