MoTFER'S DAY, May 8, 1983

Bok 1
“ANOTHER LOOK AT MOTHER’S DAY"

Exobus 20:12
MARK 3:31-35

RECENTLY I CAME ACROSS A RESEARCH PROJECT WHICH
REVEALED A SURPRISING FACT ABOUT ADULTS IN THIS
COUNTRY. MoOST OF THE PEOPLE SURVEYED REPORTED THAT
THEIR MOST TROUBLESOME RELATIONSHIP WAS NOT WITH THEIR
CHILDREN OR THEIR SPOUSE, IF MARRIED, BUT THEIR MOST
TROUBLESOME RELATIONSHIP WAS BETWEEN THEMSELVES AND
THEIR PARENTS. THIS SEEMED SURPRISING TO ME, BECAUSE
WE HEAR AND READ SO OFTEN ABOUT DIFFICULTIES WHICH
PARENTS HAVE WITH TEENAGERS OR CHILDREN AT SOME OTHER
AGE,

EVEN WHERE PARENTS HAD DIED, THE STUDY REVEALED THAT
MANY ADULTS ARE STILL STRUGGLING WITH THE BASIC

CONFLICT BETWEEN THE DESIRE TO BE INDEPENDENT OF
PARENTAL CONTROL AND THE DESIRE TO AFFIRM THE DEEP

BELONGING WHICH THEY ENTERED INTO AT BIRTH,

READ THE LETTERS TO “DEAR ABBY” OR “DEAR ANN LANDERS,”
AND ONE CAN SEE THAT MANY PEOPLE ARE ATTEMPTING TO
DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM, ONE I CAME ACROSS RECENTLY
SAID, “DEAR ABBY: [ AM b6/ YEARS OLD, AND I AM CRAZY.
[ GOT THIS WAY TAKING CARE OF MY MOTHER, WHO IS 92.
SHE IS THE MOST IMPOSSIBLE WOMAN WHO EVER LIVED,
UNFORTUNATELY, SHE IS IN BETTER HEALTH THAN I AM,

['D SIGN THIS, BUT SHE'D KILL ME.” STUCK IN ENCINO,

WHERE ANY KIND OF CONFLICT OF THIS KIND IS PRESENT.,
MOTHER'S DAY CAN BRING UPON US MIXED EMOTIONS.

SOME PEOPLE WELCOME MOTHER'S DAY WITH UNRESERVED
FEELINGS OF GRATITUDE, AFFECTION, AND CELEBRATION,
OTHERS VIEW THE DAY WITH A CERTAIN AMBIVALENCE. How
DO YOU HONOR YOUR MOTHER, FOR EXAMPLE, FROM A DISTANCE
oF 500 or 1,000 or 1,500 MILES? MORE IMPORTANTLY,
WHAT DOES HONOR MEAN? HOW IS IT CARRIED OUT?

ToDAY MANY ADULTS HAVE HEEDED THE CALL TO STEP OUT
AND MAKE THEIR OWMN WAY IN THE WORLD. MORE AND MORE

PEOPLE HAVE MOVED HUNDREDS OF MILES FROM THE HOME

WHERE THEY GREW UP, AND AS THEIR PARENTS GET OLDER,
THEY WONDER WHAT IS THEIR CONTINUING OBLIGATION TO
THEIR PARENTS. OTHERS HAVE PARENTS WHO LIVE NEARBY,

AND THEY HAVE THE SAME KINDS OF QUESTIONS. WHAT ARE




THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES? HOW MUCH SHOULD THEIR PARENTS
STILL CONTROL THEIR LIVES? DO THEY HAVE TO JUMP EVERY
TIME THEIR PARENTS CALL?

FEW PASSAGES FROM THE BIBLE HAVE THE ABILITY TO CREATE
GUILT AS DOES THE 5TH COMMANDMENT IN THE 10: “HONOR
YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER.” HOW IS IT TO BE DONE

IN OUR TIME?

HONORING FATHER AND MOTHER HAS BECOME A QUESTION FOR
MANY PEOPLE PRECISELY BECAUSE THEY HAVE LEFT HOME,

| EAVING HOME CAN CARRY WITH IT A HEAVY FEELING OF

GUILT. THERE IS ALSO A BASIC, PRIMITIVE FEAR ASSOCIATED
WITH ASSERTING ONE’'S INDEPENDENCE FROM ONE'S PARENTS.

SO MUCH HAS BEEN RECEIVED -- ALL FREE, UNDESERVED —-
HOW, THEN, DOES ONE EVER GO AWAY? SHOULD WE REMAIN
GEOGRAPHICALLY CLOSE TO OUR PARENTS? IS IT WRONG

TO MOVE FAR AWAY?

BuT CHRISTIAN FAITH RECOGNIZES THE NECESSITY OF
LEAVING, JESUS QUOTED THE OLD TESTAMENT AND SAID,
“"THEREFORE A PERSON SHALL LEAVE HIS OR HER FATHER

AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS OR HER SPOUSE.” BUT
WHETHER OR NOT A PERSON GETS MARRIED, WE STILL HAVE

TO LEAVE OUR PARENTS IN SOME SENSE AND BE ON OUR OWN
AND ESTABLISH OUR INDEPENDENCE. BIBLICAL FAITH AFFIRMS

THE NEED TO LEAVE! JESUS FACED THIS ISSUE HIMSELF.

JESUS HADN'T BEEN IN THE BUSINESS OF TEACHING AND
PREACHING VERY LONG BEFORE TENSIONS AND CONFLICTS
AROSE WITH HIS FAMILY., THE SHORT PASSAGE FROM THE
GOSPEL OF MARK WHICH WAS READ EARLIER TELLS OF SOME
OF THESE CONFLICTS.

To BEGIN WITH, SOME OF HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS THOUGHT
THAT JESUS WAS NOT DOING THE RIGHT THING TO LEAVE

HOME AND BECOME AN ITINERANT TEACHER. THE GOSPEL

OF MARK TELLS US THAT SOME OF HIS FRIENDS, AND PERHAPS
FAMILY MEMBERS, THOUGHT HE WAS “BESIDE HIMSELF.,” THAT
IS, A LITTLE OUT OF HIS MIND. AND THEN IN THIS PASSAGE
READ THIS MORNING, MARK TELLS US THAT JESUS' FAMILY

HAD COME TO WHERE HE WAS TEACHING AND PREACHING AND

HAT THEY SENT WORD THROUGH THE CROWD THAT THEY WANT
URGENTLY TO TALK WITH HIM, MAYBE THEY HAD COME TO
TRY TO PERSUADE HIM TO COME BACK HOME WITH THEM, OR
PERHAPS THEY WERE A BIT CONCERNED ABOUT SOME OF HIS
NEW BELIEFS. AFTER ALL, HE WAS BEING CRITICAL OF
THE INSTITUTIONAL RELIGION OF HIS TIME, AND HE HAD
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QUESTIONED THE INTERPRETATION OF SOME OF THE RULES
AND TRADITIONS.

BUT JESUS KNEW THAT A CERTAIN BREAK HAD TO BE MADE
WITH HIS FAMILY —— NOT A DISHONORABLE BREAK. HE HAD
A STRONG SENSE OF VOCATION THAT HAD TO BE FULFILLED,
CERTAINLY HE ALSO KNEW THAT THE BIBLICAL FAITH OF
THE OLD TESTAMENT RECOGNIZED THE NECESSITY OF LEAVE-
TAKING, HE KNEW THAT ABRAHAM HAD RECEIVED A CALL
FROM GOD TO "GO FROM HIS OWN COUNTRY AND HIS KINDRED
AND HIS PARENTS’ HOUSE TO THE LAND THAT HE WOULD BE
SHOWN.” WHEN JESUS CALLED HIS FIRST DISCIPLES, THEY
LEFT THEIR PARENTS' HOMES AND BUSINESSES AND FOLLOWED

HIM.

A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF LEAVE-TAKING IS NECESSARY IN ALL
OF OUR LIVES. WE HAVE A NOSTALGIA ABOUT THE FAMILY
THAT IS BOTH POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE. WE SOMETIMES

FORGET HOW THE FAMILY CAN BE A SOURCE OF RESTRICTION
OR CONFINEMENT. AS WELL AS A SOURCE OF NOURISHMENT

AND MATURITY. FOR SOME IT CAN ALSO BE USED AS A PLACE
TO HIDE, TO AVOID STEPPING OUT INTO PERSONAL

RESPONSIBILITY,

OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH AFFIRMS THE NEED TO LEAVE., IT
IS NOT ALWAYS ON THE SIDE OF STAYING HOME. THAT MAY
SUGGEST, THEN, SOME THINGS THAT HONORING OUR MOTHERS

AND FATHERS DOES NOT MEAN.

1. FIRST OF ALL, TO HONOR MOTHER AND FATHER DOES
NOT MEAN THAT WE TURN OUR LIVES OVER TO OUR PARENTS'
DIRECTION FOREVER. OF COURSE WHEN WE ARE VERY YOUNG
AND GROWING UP, PARENTAL DIRECTION IS VERY IMPORTANT,
BUT IT SHOULD GRADUALLY DECREASE AS WE MATURE, UNTIL
THE TIME WHEN WE ARE ON OUR OWN,

FORTUNATELY IN THIS COUNTRY WE ENJOY A LOT MORE FREEDOM
IN THIS REGARD THAN IN MANY OTHER CULTURES OF THE
WORLD, WE DO NOT ARRANGE MARRIAGES FOR OUR CHILDREN,
ALTHOUGH WE SOMETIMES TRY WITHOUT ITS BEING OBVIOUS.,

WE DO NOT CHOOSE OUR CHILDREN’S VOCATION OR OCCUPATION,
ALTHOUGH AGAIN AS PARENTS, WE CERTAINLY MAKE MANY
SUGGESTIONS. BUT BY AND LARGE, CHILDREN AND YOUNG

PEOPLE ARE FREE TO MAKE MORE AND MORE OF THEIR OWN
CHOICES OF WHOM THEY WILL MARRY, WHERE THEY WILL LIVE,

AND WHAT DIRECTION THEIR LIVES WILL TAKE.

2. SECONDLY, HONORING MOTHER AND FATHER DOES NOT



MEAN THAT WE HAVE TO IMITATE THEM IN EVERY RESPECT.,
CERTAINLY WE HOPE THAT AS PARENTS WE WILL BE GOOD
OVER-ALL ROLE MODELS FOR OUR CHILDREN., AND HOPEFULLY

OUR PARENTS WERE THE SAME FOR US.

ONE STRUGGLE WHICH MANY PEOPLE ARE WORKING OUT TODAY
IS FINDING THE RIGHT BALANCE BETWEEN HOME AND CAREER.
THIS IS TRUE FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. WE CAN DO IT
DIFFERENTLY THAN DID OUR PARENTS WITHOUT IN ANY SENSE
DISHONORING THEM. MORE AND MORE PEOPLE ARE MARRYING
AT A LATER AGE AND HAVING CHILDREN LATER IN LIFE.
MORE AND MORE WOMEN ARE WORKING OUTSIDE THE HOME.
MANY MEN ARE NOT AS CAREER-CONSCIOUS AS WERE THEIR
FATHERS., AND THAT'S OK. WE HAVE THE RIGHT AND THE
RESPONSIBILITY TO FASHION OUR OWN LIVES IN OUR OWN
TIME.

WHAT, THEN, DOES IT MEAN TO TRULY HONOR OUR MOTHERS
AND OUR FATHERS?

1. FIRST OF ALL, PARENTS ARE TO BE HONORED, NOT IN
TERMS OF THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS AS INDIVIDUALS OR AS
PARENTS, AND NOT BECAUSE OF SENTIMENT OR SIMPLY
BECAUSE A SUNDAY HAS BEEN SET ASIDE AS MOTHER'S DAY
OR FATHER'S DAY. SUCH FESTIVALS, OF COURSE, CAN BE
REMINDERS TO US,

RATHER, WE HONOR OUR MOTHERS AND OUR FATHERS BECAUSE
THEY ARE THE ONES WHO HAVE GIVEN US THE GIFT OF LIFE
ITSELF, AND IN HONORING THEM, WE HONOR ALSO THE FACT
THAT LIFE IS SACRED AND HOLY. THIS KIND OF HONORING
HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH WHETHER OR NOT WE THINK OUR
MOTHER WAS AN OUTSTANDING MOTHER OR NOT SO OUTSTANDING,
[T HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH WHAT WE THINK OUR PARENTS
DESERVE OR DON'T DESERVE. IT IS AN ACT OF RESPECT,

AN ACT OF RECOGNIZING THAT OUR OWN LIFE IS A GIFT.

2. SECONDLY, WE TRULY HONOR OUR MOTHERS AND OUR
FATHERS BY BECOMING RESPONSIBLE, MATURE HUMAN BEINGS
WHO CONTRIBUTE SOMETHING TO THE WORLD IN WHICH WE
LIVE, RATHER THAN JUST TAKING FROM IT. IN OTHER
WORDS, WE MAY DO MORE HONORING BY LEAVING HOME AND
DOING SOMETHING POSITIVE WITH OUR LIFE, RATHER THAN

STAYING HOME AND BEING AFRAID OF LIFE,

5. THIRD, WE HONOR OUR MOTHERS AND OUR FATHERS IN
THE WAY IN WHICH WE RELATE TO THEM WHEN WE GROW OLDER
TOGETHER. BIBLICAL SCHOLARS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE




ORIGINAL INTENT OF THE 5TH COMMANDMENT WAS PROBABLY
TO PROTECT OLDER PEOPLE FROM BEING DRIVEN OUT OF THE
HOME AFTER THEY WERE NO LONGER USEFUL IN PRODUCTIVE
WAYS, IN A BASICALLY RURAL CULTURE, EVERY PERSON
HAD TO WORK IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE FAMILY UNIT TO
SURVIVE, WHEN AN INDIVIDUAL WAS NO LONGER ABLE TO

WORK, HE OR SHE BECAME A REAL THREAT TO THE SURVIVAL
OF THAT LARGER FAMILY UNIT,

NOW IN OUR TECHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY, WITH VARIOUS FORMS
OF INSURANCE, PENSIONS, SOCIAL SECURITY, AND WITH
PEOPLE LIVING LONGER AND LONGER, THINGS HAVE CHANGED
SO THAT SOCIETY AS A WHOLE IS CARRYING MORE AND MORE
OF THE ECONOMIC COST.

AS WE TRY TO WORK OUT THESE NEW RELATIONSHIPS WHEN
WE AS ADULTS OFTEN HAVE TO ACT AS PARENTS TO THOSE
WHO ARE OUR BIOLOGICAL PARENTS, THERE IS FREQUENTLY

A TENSION BECAUSE WE HAVE TO DECIDE NOT TO LET OUR
PARENTS STILL CONTROL OUR LIVES AND AT THE SAME TIME

WE NEED TO HONOR THEM, OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH TELLS
US THAT WE HAVE A GOD-GIVEN INDEPENDENCE AND A (GOD-
GIVEN CONNECTION, AND WE HAVE TO WORK AT HOW THEY
FIT TOGETHER,

My OWN MOTHER DIED 13 YEARS AGO BEFORE SHE HAD A
CHANCE TO KNOW VERY MANY OF HER 21 GRANDCHILDREN.,
SHE HAD HAD SEVEN CHILDREN OF HER OWN, AND THE SIX
OF US WHO WERE ALIVE AT THE TIME SHE DIED WROTE DOWN
SOME OF OUR MEMORIES OF HER, AND I WAS ELECTED TO
READ THESE AT HER FUNERAL.,

[T WAS OUR WAY OF HONORING HER IN HER DEATH, AS WELL
AS IN HER LIFE, AND AS A CONCLUSION TO THIS SERMON
ON MOTHER'S DAY, I WANT TO READ TO YOU PART OF WHAT
WE SAID.

WE BEGAN BY SAYING, “ALL OF YOU WHO KNEW IRENE YOUNG
ARE WELL AWARE OF HER CHARACTER, INTEGRITY, COMPASSION
AND FIDELITY TO HER FAMILY, CHURCH AND COMMUNITY,

SOME OF YOU KNEW HER AS A FRIEND, OR A CHURCH WORKER,
SISTER, AUNT OR GRANDMOTHER. WE KNEW HER SIMPLY AS
'Mom, " AS WE RECALL SOME OF OUR MEMORIES, WE DO NOT

INTEND TO SUGGEST THAT SHE WAS WITHOUT FAULTS., OR

TO EXAGGERATE HER GOOD QUALITIES. WE WANT SIMPLY
TO TELL YOU SOME OF THE THINGS WE WILL REMEMBER.

“WE WILL REMEMBER HER AS BEING ONE WHO DID HER BEST




TO BE FAIR TO EACH ONE OF US AND TO GIVE US EACH HER
ATTENTION WHEN WE MOST NEEDED IT. AS GROWING CHILDREN
WE EXPERIENCED THE FULL RANGE OF HER EMOTIONS. WE
KNEW HER ANGER, AS WELL AS HER APPROVAL.

"WITH MoM WE KNEW NO GENERATION GAP. SHE WAS ALWAYS
OPEN TO NEW IDEAS AND NEW WAYS OF SEEING AND DOING
THINGS., SHE HAD THE COURAGE TO CHANGE, AND YET SHE
NEVER COMPROMISED HER INTEGRITY.

"WE WILL REMEMBER HER AS BEING ONE WHO COULD RELATE
TO AND GET ALONG WITH ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE: EDUCATED
AND UNEDUCATED, RICH AND POOR, YOUNG AND OLD, ALL
FELT COMFORTABLE IN HER PRESENCE.

“WE WILL REMEMBER HER AS BEING PATIENT IN MUCH
SUFFERING, BEING IN A HOSPITAL WAS NOTHING NEW TO
HER, BEGINNING WITH A BONE DISEASE AT AN EARLY AGE,

BEARING CHILDREN, SUFFERING SEVERAL AUTOMOBILE
ACCIDENTS. AND HAVING NUMEROUS SURGERIES.

"WE WILL ALSO REMEMBER HER AS RECONCILER AND PEACE-
MAKER AS SHE HELPED SETTLE ARGUMENTS BETWEEN US

CHILDREN AND BETWEEN US AND OUR DAD.

“WE WILL REMEMBER LITTLE THINGS, LIKE HER HEATING
WATER IN THE BASEMENT ON A WOOD STOVE TO DO THE WEEKLY
WASHING, MAKING HER OWN LAUNDRY SOAP, STRAINING BABY
FOOD BEFORE IT COULD BE PURCHASED THAT WAY IN THE
STORES, MAKING ROOTBEER, COLORING EASTER EGGS, SENDING
OUR LAUNDRY HOME FROM COLLEGE EACH WEEK BY MAIL AND
HAVING IT PROMPTLY RETURNED BY MoM, OFTEN WITH LITTLE
SURPRISES TUCKED IN AMONG THE CLOTHES.

“WE WILL REMEMBER THE SMELL AND TASTE OF HOMEMADE
BREAD AS WE CAME HOME FROM SCHOOL, AND FRESH BISCUITS
OR CORNBREAD FOR BREAKFAST, AND POTATO PANCAKES WITH
FRESH APPLESAUCE FOR LUNCH.,

WE WILL REMEMBER HER HELPING OUT WHEN OUR CHILDREN
WERE BORN.

“SOME PEOPLE MAY WRITE POETRY., OR COMPOSE MUSIC, OR

AUTHOR BOOKS. SOME ENTER A PROFESSION, AND OTHERS
AMASS GREAT FORTUNES. OUR MOTHER DID NONE OF THESE.
HER LIFE’'S PROFESSION, HER CONTRIBUTION, AND THAT

WHICH SHE ENJOYED MOST WAS THAT OF WIFE, MOTHER,
GRANDMOTHER, FRIEND, VOLUNTEER, AND ALL-AROUND GOQD

CITIZEN,



- "SHE MADE IT EASY FOR US TO LEAVE HOME WHEN THE TIME
CAME AND EASY TO RETURN WHEN WE WANTED TO VISIT. SHE
WANTED US TO BE ON OUR OWN, AND SHE NEVER MADE US
FEEL GUILTY WHEN WE WERE MOVED AWAY FROM HOME AND
COULDN'T VISIT AS OFTEN AS SHE OR WE MIGHT'VE LIKED.
SHE MADE NO UNREASONABLE DEMANDS ON US AS ADULTS.

SHE KNEW WE HAD OUR OWN LIVES TO LIVE.”

ODAY AND EVERYDAY, I HOPE WE HONOR OUR MOTHERS AND

'HOSE WHO HAVE BEEN AND ARE MOTHERS TO US -- NOT

BECAUSE WE HAVE TO, BUT BECAUSE WE CHOOSE TO. AMEN.



