
ti JU'DGE NOT t Lt 

Introduction 

MatthevJ 7: 1-- I "l---
r 

'� In our scripture lesson for tl1is morning we read .from the 
Sermon on the Mount. the words of Jesus--''Judge not that 
you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce 
you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the 
measure you get. Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 
own eye?n 

Well, what about this matter of judging? To begin with, 
i:..Je need to note the meaning of the word r, jud.ge, '' as used 
here. Jesus did not mean that we are not to have an 
opinion about things, or that we are not to judge between 
right and_ wrong. Nor did he mean:.:that we are not to make 
choices. We all need to make judgments as to which course 
of action is the best to take. We need to make judgments 
as to which item to purchase; as to which better suits our 
purpose. In:·,-ma.n:5r areas o.r life, judgmentB o:r all k:indiS 
are necessary. 

And we all like to make judgments. Actually gossip is a 
mass of verdicts on our neighbor's conduct and who among 
us does not talk about our neighbors? Politics, national 
and international is considerably concerned with judgments. 
These are inevitable. We make appraisals of situations 
all the time before we act. We have to make ethical judg­
ments and who can remain silent in the face of fl�grant 
wrong? We are to speak out in such situations as did the 
pro1)hets of old. 

And Jesus here is not saying that we should not have law­
courts and professional judges. Such courts are a vital 
necessity in our everyday affairs. We need referrees and 
umpires in m::tny aspects of our living. 

In our text for this morning, Jesus is re£erring to a 
particular kind of judging. The Greek wora in our text 
means to censure or condemn. It is this kind. of judging, 
the kir1d of personal condemnation and fault-finding in 
regErd to persons that Jesus is talking about. Jesus draws 
a line betvi.reen ethica,l appraisa . .  l and derogatory, sharp­
tongued criticism. 

We know what Jesus is talking a,bout .for we all kr.mw- how 
easy it is for us to find fault 'With someone else--how easy 
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it is to see the speck in our brother's eye and how hard 
it is to see the log in our own eye. 

But why did Jesus warn us so strongly against this ki:ind of 
fault-finding judging? 

1. First of all, Jesus spoke against this kind of judging 
because he lmew that as human beings,our judgments of 
others are always only partial--tha t is, 1-ve can never know 
all there is to knovJ about another person which means that 
our fault-findi.:fu.g :i.s necessarily based dn incomplete in-
formation. 

For example, �Je can never completely kno111 or understand 
our neighbor's motives. And thus so often we completely 
mi s-juclge a person I s motive and do harn1 to them and to 
ourselves. 

Psychiatry has taught us that even a skilled psycho-therapist 
must spend hours and hours and hours in an attempt to even 
begin to help a per.son;_understand his own motives. So how 
do we think that we can possibly understand and judge a 
person 1 s motivations when he does not even.understand them 
himself? Thus all of our judgw.ents are false to a large 
degree. And so many of our fault-find.ing condemnations 
are harsh and completely miss the �oint. We like to jump 
to quick conclusions about another person 1 s actions. 

George Buttrick gives an example. Years ago a captain was 
r�scued from a doomed subma.rine and eyebrovJS were lifted. 
People were aghast that a captain would use the safety 
hatch and leave the crew to their fate. But later it was 
d.iscovered that he was in reality not the captain at all, 
but an observer for the construction company on the ship's 
trial voyage. The man had volunteered to go to the sur­
face fifteen miles from shore with messages tied to his 
wrists in the likelihood that he would drown. And so it 
gqes many times. None of us lmow enough to act as censors. 
And yet we are so quick to find fault and condemn without 
looking for the reasons. We like to believe what we want 
to_ believe t � /v.--t L, Jr. � f' /, ('Yr /,t 41�./ j �w r7ft . � I / f 7�Cc:ili'71 
Iviost of our judgments are superficial. and most of therl1 
oilre:v, simplify tho oompl@xity of n1otivatioa, tl1e eor.�lexity 

c:9f moral conflict in this world. 

Thus Jesus warns us not to find-fault or dondemn because we 

can never know completely another persoN 1 s mo�ivations. 
I 
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2. Secondly, Jesus warns us against·:· .. this kind of condemning 
judgment and fault-finding in others because in so doing 
we actually hide our mm faults from ourselves and built 
ourselves up at the expense of pushing others dovm. \fuat 
we are really doing many times is placing our own faults 
which we refuse to see or recognize, on others. Again ive 
are fool.ing ourselves. 

Thus if I call someone lazy, I am confessing that I know 
what laziness means. How do i know? Because I myself am 
lazy. Bu·t. I ond�inarily do not admit this to myself and my 
quick fault-finding judgment may actually help me hide my 
O"Wn short-comings from myself. Thus it is that our censure 
is most often directed to the fault in others thclt is first 
in us--a fal1lt tha.t 1tJe do not want to admit is deep within 
us. By transfer we blame the other person in order to es­
ca.pe the realities of self-blarne. 

Ah but how flattering it is to our pride to be able to dis­
pense condemnation to our brothers, for by inference, in 
condemning him we are commending our.selvea. 1r;.1llen vJe Bay how 
bad he is, we really mean, how good I amt 

How easy it is to confess the faults of others! E. Stanley 
Jones tells how once a student came to him and told him of 
ne-il\J society they had .formed. t1 The society for the confession 
of sins. tt He 1r1as interested in such a novel society and 
suggested that it nmst be very difficult to confess their 
sins to each otl1er in this way. ''Oh, no, 11 replied the 
youth, nwe don 1 t confess our own sins, but other people I s 
sins t tt The society .for the confession of other people's 
sins bas a very large and I fear a, growing membership 
throughout the world. But Jesus was sa�-ing here that no 
Christian can belong to it. 

Since, however, as we said a moment ago, that the faults 
we like to so easily find in others are usually the £aults 
with.in ou1,..selves, we might try thj_s little experiment in 
ou:r� own lives. This week, note particularly those faults 
which you are most quick to condemn in others and then 
look deeply and honestly at yourself. Each one of us will 
learn a great deal about ourselves. 

3. Thirdly, Jesus warns us against judging others in our 
usual fault-finding condemning way because such action only 
breed_s more condemnation of one anbther. Jesus said, ''for 
with the judgment you pronounce. you will be judged and the 
measure you give will be the measure you get. Our condem­
nation only breeds more condemnation and it will soon turn 
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ba.ck directly on us. And then we have caused others to 
be the same kind of fault-finding people that we are. 
Soon it spreads. On the other hand if we are friendly and 
positive, we will find that this woo will spread. The 
measure you give will be the measure you get. Many people 
who claim that people are always finding fault with them 
have in reality caused it in the beginning themselves. 

Frank Iaubach, the Apostle t� Literacy, points out in his 
teaching how important it is not to find fault, but to be 
friendl3f and positive and hovJ this helps to win persons 
for Jesus Christ. Here are some of r1is rules for the teacher 
who is teaching illiterate non-Christianp. Never frown, 
Never look disapproval or disappointment. Never scold, 

· l\Jever Yai;m t Never say not Cut ''no'' out of your vocabulary. 
Never shake your hea.d no. In fact, don 1 t shake your head 
at all. Treat your student like a king, not like an illiter-
ate! Iaubach 1 s method has worked. millions have been 
taught to read and write throughout the world. But if the 
teachers had worked with a judgmental, fault-find attitude, 

·it would no-t, have been a.ocomp1i.shed. 

4. Fourthly, Jesus warns us against fault-finding judgment 
of others because notr1ing at all is accomplished by it. 
Have you ever asked yourself tl:1is simple vpl.estion: 11What 
good actually does my condemnation 0£ another person� ac­
complish? Does it make that person petter? Does it change 
the situation? Does it contribute something to the world? 
The next time you are ready to condemn someone with a 
judgmental attitude, ask yourself these questions. 

In reali t,y, we will probably find that our judgments usua.lly 
only brj_ng more harm to other·s and finally to ourselves. 
If I habitually take the attitude of harpint crritici:3m, 
then some day when life demands of me a positive con .. t,rj_bution 
I will find that i have none to make. We might call this 
the po�Jer of negative acting. 

But there are even more reasons and deeper ones which 
caused Jesus to warn us against being judges. 

Jesus is reminding us that man 1 s basic role is not that 0£ 
a judge of his :fellovj man. Tr;a1.ss1ihole business of condem­
nation and judging other people's motivations is a perver-
sion and denial of h,jman nature. 

It is a denial of human nature because, as we noted before 
it causes rupture·s in human relationships. It doesn't 
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increase among men the love of God and neighbor. If I 
say to my friend, or to anyone for that matter, t

1You are 
always bragging and making a fool of yourself , '' I may 
well be speaking the truth and sometimes I may get away 
with such a statement providing our friendship is strong 
enough to take it. But more than likely if I am too hyper­
critical in an insensitive way , the censure may break the 
relatj_mnship. It does so because my harsh intemperate 
judgment of that persons actually rejects the person. 

But even more than that . our judging and condemning of 
others can separate us from God. For when we judge in 
the manner tha�t we have been talking about all through 
this ser1non, we usu1->p the role and place of God. After 
all, it is God and God alone who can read men ' s  thoughts 
and motives completely. 1rJe _, become jucigmental • we pose 
as God and soon "t?e begin to believe that our judgments are 
as righteous as Gcxl ' s. tf\Te even begin to believe that 1v e 
kno,v better than God what is good and what is evil. 
And it is the essence of human sin for man to boast of 
tl1e povJer to discer·n ulti.Inately v-Jha-t, j_s good and evil . This 

was the basic sin and temptation in the garden of Eden in 
the story in Genesis. , Adam and Eve were tempted to eat 0£ 
the tree �f life bedause then they thought they would be 
like God and could know as well as Him the difference be­
tween good and evil. But in reality, our judgments are 
always only partially correct. Ou1" jucigenutmt·s are always 
biased and indiluenced by self-interest. 

Finally, of course we make p9or judges because as the Bible 
re1ninds us, ive have all sinned and fallen short of the 
glory- of God. _A.nd wl1en sorf1eone else gets into trou1b1b� , 1.'\fe 
are in reality a :P:3-rt of tha.t trouble. This is 'tihat Jesus 
vJas indicating in the story- in the Gospel of J olm about the 
1ivo1na11 caught in adultery- . You reraember those around her 
were about to stone her to death. Jesus said, 11 Let the 
person who is 1�rj_ thout sin cast the first S®NE sto11e. n And 
when those around he2rd that , they all went away. 

What then is our role in life. To put it most simply, we 
are to live as God's children. We are to see ourselves 
as brothe1�s and sisters 1.-Ji tl1every-one else in the world. 
Their sin is our sin, their guilt is our guilt. We are 
God ts cl1ildren. li 1rfung in km the midst of the baff.ling 
ambiguities of moral life and we need to know that we are 
always tempted to make ourselves the center of the world. 
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However tqe good news of the Gospel is that God through 
his self-disclosure in Jesus Christ has given us an example 
by which ive may appraase our conduct . 1tJe can look at Jesus 
and then look at ourselves. However it is not up to us to 
take ano�her person and measure him against Jesus. We can 
polnt him to Jesus--we can tell him about God. r s  good news. 

Thus it is. We are all Gocl ' s children , some ofus are un­
ruly, son1e cruel. All of us are aspiring and we are all 
dependent on God 1 s grace. Furthermore we are members of 
one �amily and we are ±wx®aMM strive to· honor and keep the 
family bond in family love. 

Our text reminds us that the earth is  not a law court and 
what we ar� not God's prosecuting attorneys. God is our 
judge and our prosecuting attorney and God is the judge 0£ 
others as well. And remember that when God judges there 
are always some surprises. We may £ind that the persons 
we t�ought were the worst come out the best. 

W¥MX ��-� Each one 0£ us must decide i£ thia wor1d is 
goint to be a courtroom or a home ; if we are going to go 
through life acting like a prosecuting attorney or as a 
member of God's family • 


