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COMMUNION MEDI.TATION: ''God in Unlikely and Surprising Places'' 
------------------------------------------------------------

L Usu_a.lly when we think of God and where we know him and dis­
cover His presence; we think of the likely places. We re­
member knowing God in life's lovely and inspiring experiences. 
We think of discovering God in his goodness to us. We think 
of being aware of God in connection with regular worship and 
within the church building. And we think of other likely 
places and events. 

We do discover God's presence in these likely places. We are 
aware of God in life's lovely and beautiful experiences; we 
find God in our worship and song. Life's happy moments remind 
us of the goodness of God. 

But tr1is morning, as we prepare to celebrate Holy Communion, 
let's think more about being aware of God; about discovering 
his presence in some of the unlikely and surprising places. 
For �his �oo has beQn the axperience 0£ many people. It can 
also be our experience and can therefore redeem many situations 
which on the surface may delude us. And being open to God I s 
presence in unlikely and surprising places can help us not to 
shut out God when we may need to be aware of him the most. 

God in unlikely and surprising places! Al). through the Bible 
we read of the experience of men who discovered God when they 
did not expect it. Look at these few examples: 

After Adam and Eve had sinned�in-�he arden of Eden, they met 
God in their guilt; _g.�s..---they were trying to ·nide _ .. from him. God 
searchecl--t-hem .. -eu�

--
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:) C--..--- . • ��emember Moses, who had fled from Egypt into the wilderness 
because in anger he had killed an Egyptian taskmaster. He was 
tcying to hide from God and his people. Then one day as he 
was tending sheep, he discovered Goa's presence on the side 
of a mountain in the underbrush. He had not expected to meet 
God there. 

Job discovered that God was present with him in all his suf­
£ering and loss. 

Elijah, when hiding in a cave, discovered that God was there 
also. Elijah had grown afraid and in his fear had run away 
from his responsibility. It was while he was hiding; while 
he was afraid; at tht time that he thought he was the only 
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righteous and God-fearing man left in the country; it was at 
his darkest moment, in a mood of depression and despair; when 
he had almost given up; it was in such an unlikely and sur­
prising pl.ace that Elijah re-discovered God. And it was all 

·"---✓ 
the more unlikely and surprising because first came the great 
and strong wind, then an earthquake and then a fire, but God 
was not in any one of these as Elijah had expected; but then 
came a still small voice--and Elijah found God. It cr1anged 
the course of hi.s life and of the life of his nation. 

Come with me now to the New Testament. Where do we find God? 
In a most unlikely and surprising place. Born in a stable! 
Working in a carpenter's shop! A man named Jesus, teaching 
and healing! Where do we find God? Welcoming a prostitute! 
forgiving and accepting the worst of sinners! Spemding his 
time training a bunch of fishermen to carry on his work. If 
you had been searching for God, would you have looked in such 
.places? People said--this couldn't be God--eating and con­
sorting with such peo·ple, the outcasts! 

And besides� this man Jesus came £rem Na�areth. Could God be 
in such an unlikely place and person? The people 0£ the time 
said: •• Can anything good come out of Nazaretl11 '' Nazareth had 
never been remarkable for anything in the wa� of religion. 
it had never produced a great man, or a prophet, or a man of 
God. It is never even mentioned in the Old Testament at ! .• all. 
Would you expect God to reveal himself in such a place and 
person? �HM�IUXX God didn't come as a clergyman, as a 
priest of even a Pope. 

And even more, think of finding God on a cross between two 
criminals. What an unlikely and surprising place! Who would've 
thought of looking there? 

w7here else do we find God? Jesus said at one point--''Where 
t�ro or three or gathered together in my name, there I am also.•' 
God with two or three or more in a jail? Or in a IOI demon­
stration for integration?J�J/,ce ! 

Who woul7c.i 1 ve expected to find God in that first Pentecost, or 
in an upper room with those common, unheard of m0n? r erl'�! 

Well, it's the testimony of the Bible and of the saints that 
we find God in some unlikely and surprising places; sometimes 
when we least expect to meet God • 

. \._,., Come now into our oim time and world. :krR Where are some of 
the unlikely and surprising pl.aces we might meet God? 
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I think of a woman who was a hopeless alcoholic for 15 years. 
In the depth of her suffering, she came to believe; to believe 
that there was a power greater than herself that could help 
her. In the wilderness, in life's darkest moments she dis-

\_/ covered God. 

Or I think of another man, an alcoholic, who when=:· asked whether 
Be actually believed that Jesus had changed water i·nto i,.Tine, 
replied: ''Well, I don't know about that; but I know that he 
has changed beer into furniture D kw in my home. 1• 

Harry Emerson fosdick tells about his finding God in an un­
lik$ty place. In his young manhood, he had a critical ner­
vous breakdown $ It was the most terrifying wilderness he 
ever tr.aveled through ., He dreadfully wanted to commit sui cide 
but instead made some of the most vital discoveries of his life. 
His little book, THE MEANING OF PRAYER, would never have been 
written without that breakdown. He found God in a tiasser a 
desert, in life's aarkest moment. 

Why is it that some 0£ li�e•s most revealing insights come to 
us not from life's loveliness, but from life's difficulties? 
Or as a small boy asked: ''Why are all the vitamins in spinach 
and no·t in ice cream?'' I don't know! But I do know that we 
meet God in some of these unlikely and surprising places8 
We can discover God in the hell and darkness of our personal 
lives. 

But there are other unlikely and surprising places too, apart 
from our merely personal and singular experiences$ 
God ,';, Afllt� /-,,. .J"-;t,.:, � !t�-h� 

Y--ou--lll�Y 1�emember a few yea.rs ago a brave motjler-�i.n�-·New Orleans , 
who tocl< he-!!-._li ttle daughter evecy- morning into a de-segregated 
school, walking -thr-o-ugb._,__!he ... line of jeering, spit ting, 
threatening men and, . .,�omen, wh:i:s: ering to herself the words--
" The Lord i�.-my-srlieperq., I shall no� .• '' Certainly God 
wa�lier·��; maybe in more power than in some cnurch congrega-
.:t-1:ons. 

. . - I 

Fr-om- the experience of the Old and New Testaments and· the words 
of the pr�phets, we can certainly conclude that God is _right 
now in the midst of Birmingham, Alabama; and where? Most 
likely in jail there and in many other towns and cities across 
the country; IN JAIL! Aren't these the very kind of people 
with whom we would most likely find Jesus today. But it would 

seem veey unlikely and surprisin� to ust 

And because this is so, because we least'expect God in some / 

of these places, in jail, with the outcasts, the.downtrodden. 

the mistreated, on a cross; we may be skxi-X 
,/ 
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shutting out God at times and not even know it. __ . 
If Christ returned to us again today as a colored man, he 
would not be alloi.iJed to live nex1,-tg� ~manYz_ of us, or worship 
in many of our churches. Even if he came as·a Jew as he was, 
he would have a similar problem in many communities. Kind 
of shocking, isn�t it7 

Yes, we find God in some unlikely and surprising places. We 
find God in the darkness and hell of the world. He's there 
with those who suffer, and moan and cry out for justice. He's 
there in jail with the unwanted, the hungry, the naked, the 
stranger, the lonely, the weary. 

I 

'""-L.:>omember what Jesus· said--t'vJhen ,'the son of man comes in· his 
glo and all the angels nth him. • • he will s,Y: to those 
a.t his right hand, ttCome, 0 blessed of my fat9,er, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the fou9dation of the world; 
for I was hungry and you gave me food* J'was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I waa a stranger an�✓t'fu welcomed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me. 

---
Then the righteous will answer �m, t'Lord, when did we see 
thee hungry and feed thee or thir.s�d give thee drink? And 
when did we see thee a stranger and welco�thee, or naked 
and clothe thee? And when did we see thee siek or in prison 
a.nd visit thee7 P ... nd the King will answer them��ly I say 
to you, as you did it to one of the least of these �rethren, 
you qid it to met 

� 

\✓/ 
Yes, we find God in some unlikely and surprising places! 
God is also here in this common, simple meal this morning. 
God is here as we gather around his table. Come now and re­
disvover God, and find God here, may we also go to serve in 
unlikely places and thus also find God there. 


